11-16-2025 Sermon “If It’s Good, Stick With It!”
Did you notice that we had two songs by Chris Tomlin today? This is example number one of our “If it’s good, stick with it” theme for the day! 
I love Chris Tomlin’s softer, more spiritually-nourishing approach to worship and praise music, so it’s not rare for us to be singing with him on a Sunday morning, but TWO songs from him in one service IS rare. Fortunately and to my surprise, Chris Tomlin offered songs that fit well with both of our scripture readings today and this just fell into place as I planned the service this week. 
Another thing that fell into place this week was our lectionary offering TWO readings from the book of Isaiah! It’s not common for that to happen and it’s even less likely that I would be drawn to use BOTH of those prophetic scripts in the same service, but I saw a way for them to work together, so I went with it! That was example number two of our “If it’s good, stick with it” theme for today! 
There is so much we can learn from the writings of the prophets. Not all prophets had good news, in fact, some had some dire warnings of impending judgment from God if people didn’t change their evil ways. 
Isaiah however, was the deliverer of the best news from God EVER! As we heard from our first reading today, Isaiah shared the prophecy from God that He would be sending a Messiah to bring salvation to the people of God. The people of Israel and Judah CLUNG to these words of hope because they had found themselves lacking of God’s favor once again.
This “fall from grace” so to say, happened after the death of King Solomon. His son Rehoboam took the throne and created a lot of turmoil amid the Hebrew people. This led to the nation splitting into the northern kingdom of Israel (consisting of ten tribes) and the southern kingdom of Judah (consisting of only two tribes). Israel located its capital in Samaria, while Judah’s capital remained in Jerusalem, thus beginning the feud between Samaritans and Judaens. 
For more than 900 years, the people of Judah and Israel eagerly anticipated the arrival of the Messiah. There were great expectations of the Messiah to be a political powerhouse to lead an army to defeat any and all oppressors in their lands. 
They also received great hope from our second reading from the book of Isaiah today that depicts long and healthy lives for the faithful to be lived out on a new earth under a new heaven. Those faithful followers of God will be in God’s care to the extent that He will answer them before they even express a need.
All of this will take place in the presence of such peace that even predator and prey will coexist with one another without fear of assault. Just imagine such peace… Aaah…
Wait a minute. As a carnivore, does this also mean that we won’t be going to Culver’s anymore? Oh, am I going to miss Butter Burgers! 
Maybe verse 17 from our second reading will bring us solace: 17 “See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.” Maybe that means we won’t even remember what a Butter Burger is in the new earth. We won’t even know what we’re missing. I guess that will make it easier to go without a Butter Burger. So, in the name of PEACE, that is a sacrifice I am willing to make! So, bring on the salads!
I do love salads… but like I addressed in the Children’s Sermon today, too much of a good thing can be a bit overwhelming… and eventually it becomes underwhelming. Take the Israelites after they fled from Egypt and were wandering in the desert for 40 years and eating manna every day. When God first provided the manna, the people celebrated. It was light and flaky and sweet, but can you imagine just one year of eating the exact same thing for every meal? “Mom, do we HAVE to eat manna again…?” Oi-Vey! That’s too much of a good thing!
But I still think that if something is good, we should stick with it because God is good all the time, and all the time, God is good! When we really think about it, can there ever be too much peace on earth or in our hearts? Or can there ever really be too many blessings from God? 
Just as the people of Israel and Judah eagerly anticipated the arrival of the Messiah, we eagerly await the arrival of the new heaven and new earth. We are ready for peace, aren’t we? We’re ready for the wolf and the lamb to feed together and the lion to eat straw like the ox, right? 
Yes, Lord, we are ready for your new heavens and new earth whenever you are ready to share it with us. We are ready to forget about the things that divide us and only focus on You and the love we have for you. We are ready to focus on Your good… and stick with it! Amen.

