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“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9)
Anita’s Notes: Traditional Remembrance Day services focus on the sacrifice and suffering 
of British and allied armed forces personnel. This is how we began the service today.  To remember
all those who have suffered and died in war, civilian and combatant, from all 
sides and none. 
We will transition now into a service for peace.  
This is an opportunity for us to think about what it means to live as followers of the Prince of Peace and how we can respect the message of ‘Never Again’. 
SCRIPTURE: Revelation 21:1–8 (New Revised Standard Version) (Read by Carol Grolman)
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.
2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.
7 Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children.
8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, the murderers, the sexually immoral, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and all liars, their place will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”
Sermon: “See, I Am Making All Things New” 
For 85 years, the white poppy has been worn as a symbol of remembrance for all victims of war, as a commitment to peace and as a challenge to those who glamorise or celebrate war. The white poppies are distributed by the Peace Pledge Union in the UK as an alternative to the red poppy, though some choose to wear both together. The white poppy is worn by people of all religions and none. The Peace Pledge Union is a pacifist organization that promotes nonviolence and peacebuilding.  For many Christians, the white poppy is an enduring reflection of Christ’s message that war is not the solution but rather, peace is the answer. 
Throughout his ministry on Earth, Jesus consistently spoke against violence and in favour of peace. Whether it was his rejection of ‘an eye for an eye’ and call to love your enemy in the Sermon on the Mount, his rebuff of efforts to make him king by violence, or his refusal to permit violence even to save his own life, Jesus lived as a pacifist. He refused to allow violence to be done by others on his behalf (He famously said…“Put down your sword… Those who live by the sword shall die by the sword”). 
I heard a statistic this week that made me stand up and take notice. The statistic came in the form of a question: did you know that increasingly, the victims of war are not soldiers, that over 90% of casualties in modern-day conflicts are civilians. 
Key findings
· According to ta United Nations report in 2022:
“Ninety per cent of war-time casualties are civilians.” UN Press
If this is true (and representative), then only around 10 % of casualties would be combatants/soldiers.
· A systematic review of conflicts between 1950 and 2019 (covering many wars) found that civilian death rates ranged widely — e.g., ~74 % for the Korean War, ~46 % for the Vietnam War, ~66 % for Iraq (2003-2019). This does not hold true for the war in Ukraine where estimates show that 4% of total fatalities are civilians. For the war in Gaza at least 83% of the Palestinians killed in the war are civilians
· One summary article notes that in “modern conflicts … the worldwide percentage of victims from wars has become predominantly civilian.” Brookings
So, what can we say?
Based on this, a reasonable, conservative estimate is that fewer than ~20 % of war victims (killed or injured) in many modern armed conflicts are soldiers/combatants. In many cases, the number is likely much lower than 10 %. During this remembrance and peace day service, I think it is important to remember the innocent victims as well that have died just as Jesus remembered and reached out to those who were ignored, forgotten or reviled by his society. 
I’ll read you know a mediation by the Rev. Cameron Kimble that calls us into remembrance. The peace agreement in the middle east “is fragile, hard-won, and desperately needed and arrives amid a shattered landscape. Entire communities in Gaza have been reduced to rubble by the Israeli government. Generations of grief now live in the bones of the people. Children have seen what no child should see. Thousands of people have been killed. The work of rebuilding will take years—perhaps lifetimes. But a window has opened. It is ours to tend.
Let us not mistake the silence of guns for the presence of peace. True peace is not merely the absence of war; it is the presence of justice, of safety, of neighborliness across lines drawn too long in blood and suspicion. For the sake of all, Israeli and Palestinian, child and elder, refugee and resident, we must pray that this pause becomes a pathway, that this moment becomes a movement.
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel once said, “Few are guilty, but all are responsible.” This is a call to moral imagination. None of us can undo what has already been lost, but we can choose what comes next. We can use our voices to insist that peace is possible, that justice is not naive, and that compassion is strength. We can pressure governments, support aid efforts, and refuse to accept the dehumanization of any people, anywhere.
Isaiah’s vision still waits to be fulfilled: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.” Let us be the ones who choose the tools of planting over the weapons of destruction. Let us become a people who learn peace.
War trains us to forget that every person is someone’s beloved. Peace invites us to remember. Let us remember. Let us work for a future in which every person can live with dignity, safety, and belonging.” (unquote)
In a world that seems endlessly marked by conflict, where nations rise against nations and peace feels fragile and fleeting, the vision in Revelation 21 shines like a beacon in the night. John’s words come from a time of deep turmoil — persecution, uncertainty, and despair. Yet, rather than offering an escape from the world’s pain, Revelation offers a promise within it: “See, I am making all things new.”
This passage does not deny the reality of suffering. It begins by acknowledging that the old world — the one filled with pain, loss, and violence — has “passed away.” The sea, often a biblical symbol of chaos and danger, is no more. In its place stands the new heaven and new earth, not a distant spiritual dream, but a renewed creation where God’s presence is at home among us. 
“See, the home of God is among mortals,” the voice declares. The divine no longer feels far off or unreachable; God dwells here, in the midst of humanity, in the heart of all that has been restored.
This vision of a new Jerusalem is profoundly hopeful because it speaks to the deepest longings of our hearts— the longing for peace, for reconciliation, for an end to suffering. When we watch the news, we see images of war, displacement, and human cruelty. It is easy to feel powerless or cynical, to think that peace is a dream we can never reach. But Revelation insists that God has not abandoned creation that God has not just created in the past but continues now and will continue to create for all time. The story of the world does not end in destruction; it ends in renewal. Every tear will be wiped away. Death, mourning, and pain will be no more.
Notice that God says, “I am making all things new,” not “I am making all new things.” The difference is subtle but important. God does not discard what is broken; God transforms it. This is resurrection language — the same power that raised Jesus from the dead is at work renewing creation itself. Our broken systems, our wounded hearts, our divided nations — all are within the reach of God’s healing grace.
For people of faith, this passage calls us not to wait passively for heaven, but to participate in God’s work of renewal here and now. Every act of compassion, every choice to forgive, every effort toward justice and peace becomes a glimpse of that new creation. When we feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, or seek reconciliation with our neighbour, we help build the new Jerusalem in our midst.
Revelation 21 invites us to lift our eyes from the rubble and remember that God’s story is not finished. The wars of this world do not have the final word. The final word belongs to the One who is the Alpha and the Omega — the beginning and the end — who promises, “To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” In this promise, we find our hope, our courage, and our call: to live as people of peace in a world still longing to be made new. May it be so.  Amen
Sermon Hymn: “Imagine” by John Lennon

