St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church

Twenty-third Sunday After Pentecost
Nolember 16, 2025 - 9:30 a.m.

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The
warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is
ominous. But the baptized know how to live in
the meantime. The baptized are strengthened
for the living of these days in word and

sacrament. The baptjzed ra]])/ around the
invitation gfthe apost]e: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.”

Please scan this QR code from your mobile device to open a
survey about what gifts and skills that you would like to share
with your St. Matthew’s family.

You can also go to the link to access the survey. Additionally, it will
be posted in the Around the Church Newsletter and around
campus.

https://forms.gle/PC66D8dp7Qpnus4t8
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WELCOME
Please stand
GREETING

P: The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

OPENING HYMN Light Dawns On A Weary World ELW 726
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1 Light dawns on a wea -r1y world when eyes be - gin to
2 Love Zrows in a wea -ry world when hun - gry hearts find
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wea - ry  world: the prom-ised day of jus - tice comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised feast of plen - ty comes.
wea - Ty world: the prom-ised green of E - den comes.
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The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs;
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the hills and moun-tains shall break forth with sing - ing!
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Faithful God,

C: you have shown us the ways of your heart,
yet we stray from your paths.

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression
and do not embrace the freedom

of your faithful promises.

We ignore our neighbors.

We exploit the earth.

We reject your abundance,

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.
Repair our relationships,

restore what we have broken,

renew our hearts,

and bring us to new life.

Amen.

P: Hear the good news:

God the Faithful One loves you,

+ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven,

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

C: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is
holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live
through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.



Please be seated

FIRST READING Malachi 4:1-2a

A: A reading from the Book of Malachi, the fourth chapter.

!'See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them
neither root nor branch. 2* But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise,
with healing in its wings.

A: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

A: A reading from the Second Letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians, the third chapter.

®Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep
away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that
they received from us. ’ For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not
irresponsible when we were with you, ® and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it,
but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we might not burden any of you. ° This
was not because we do not have that right but in order to give you an example to imitate. '° For
even when we were with you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to work should not
eat. ! For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any
work. > Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work
quietly and to earn their own living. '* Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is
right.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Precious Lord, Take My Hand ELW 773

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.

Take My Hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

GOSPEL Luke 21:5-19

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

>'When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and
gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, ® “As for these things that you see, the days will come when
not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”

"They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to
take place?” ® And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in my name
and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!” Do not go after them.

?“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must take
place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” ' Then he said to them, “Nation will rise
against nation and kingdom against kingdom; !! there will be great earthquakes and in various
places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

12<But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over
to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my
name. > This will give you an opportunity to testify. '* So make up your minds not to prepare
your defense in advance, '° for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents
will be able to withstand or contradict. '® You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by
relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. !” You will be hated by all because
of my name. '® But not a hair of your head will perish. '° By your endurance you will gain your
souls.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

MESSAGE
Please stand



Shout To The Lord ELW 821
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All of my days I want to praise  the won-ders of your might-y  love.
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Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing pow-er and maj - es-ty, praise
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sound of your name. I sing for joy at the work of your hands;
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BAPTISM OF BROOKS RYAN BURNLEY (see insert)

THE PRAYERS

P: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

A brief'silence.

P: Hear us, O God.

(sung)
C: Let my prayer rise up like incense before you,

the lifting up of my hands as an offering to you.

P: We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please be seated

THE OFFERING
Please stand

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
In gratitude to God we give out of the abundance that God has given us.

OFFERING PRAYER

P: God of healing and hope,

you bless those who are hungry,

promising to fill them with good things.

Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.
Nourish us with the abundance of your feast



and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior,
now and forever.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal:
surrounded by evil and bordered by death we appeal to you
our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our Judge.

We praise you for Christ who proclaimed your reign of peace
and promised an end to injustice and harm.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s conquering of death until he comes.
Remembering, therefore, the sacrifice of his life and death

and the victory of his resurrection

we await with all the saints

his loving redemption of our suffering world.

Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine,

teach us your mercy and justice and make all things new in Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty God,

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church both now and forever.
C: Amen.



P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together our Lord’s Prayer:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated

COMMUNION

This is God’s table so all are welcome to join the feast.

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available.

P: There is a place for you at the table of God.
Come, receive the food that does not perish,

a taste of life eternal.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: God of field and flower, wheat and grape,

you have nourished us with the bread of heaven

that gives life to the world.

Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son,
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who
hunger and thirst,

and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.
C: Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand

BLESSING

P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you,

God the Son save you,

and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.

The holy Trinity bless you

and grant you a faithful and courageous heart

now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Be still there is a healer

His love is deeper than the sea
His mercy is unfailing

His arms a fortress for the weak
Let faith arise

Let faith arise

I lift my hands to believe again

You are my refuge

You are my strength

As I pour out my heart

These things [ remember

You are faithful God (You’re faithful God)
Forever

Be still there is a river

That flows from Calvary's tree
A fountain for the thirsty

Your grace that washes over me
Let faith arise

Let faith arise

| Lift My Hands



I lift my hands to believe again

You are my refuge

You are my strength

As I pour out my heart

These things I remember

You are faithful God (You’re faithful God)
Forever

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Share the harvest.
C: Thanks be to God.
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