November 16, 2025
The 23" Sunday after Pentecost

CHORAL EVENSONG
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine



St. John’s acknowledges these lands of the Lekwungen people.

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this
community in Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving
community which is open to all.

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history
and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for
prayer and to be a part of our community.

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are
available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we.

Worship
Service times: 8:00 am (Holy Communion - said service), 10:00 am (Holy Eucharist with choir and organ),
4:30 pm (BCP Choral Evensong) on Sundays as well as mid-week services (please see our website for times). If
you can’t attend in person we invite you to join us via Zoom (email admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca for the link) or
through the livestream on the Website: www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.

Contacting Us: The church office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm. The main email for contact

is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our
Pastoral Care Team who will offer their prayers. Please contact the church office at the above email address.

You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please
stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like.

Assisting with this afternoon’s Liturgy

Officiant: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum Music: Quartet
Welcomer: Bill Williamson David Stratkauskas, Director of Music
Reader: Ava Gregorian Char Hodgkins, Assistant Director

A note about language

In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder — realising that any language
about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in
terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our
understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead, we use the
beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words.

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation.

If you would like to give to support the work and ministries of St. John the Divine you
can do so in the offering plate which is by the Garden door. There are also envelopes in
the book stand which can make your gifts tax efficient. Alternatively, you can scan this
QR code which will take you to our Canada Helps giving page. You may also
conveniently use our tap machine (no tax receipt) which is available at the garden
door entrance, or the bank machine (tax receipt with envelope completion) available
at the office. Envelopes for regular giving are available from the church office.
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ORDER OF SERVICE
Please stand as the clergy enter.

Prelude

The choir may sing an Introit.

The officiant gives a short welcome.

The Responses Thomas Ebdon (1738-1811)
Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir:  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Cantor: O God, make speed to save us.
Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us.
Cantor:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
Choir:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.)

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm.

Psalm

97

1 The Lord is King, the earth may be glad thereof * yea, the multitude of the isles may be

glad thereof.

2 Clouds and darkness are round about him * righteousness and judgement are the habitation
of his seat.

3 There shall go a fire before him * and burn up his enemies on every side.

4 His lightnings gave shine unto the world * the earth saw it, and was afraid.

5 The hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord * at the presence of the Lord of the

whole earth.

6 The heavens have declared his righteousness * and all the people have seen his glory.

7 Confounded be all they that worship carved images, and that delight in vain gods * worship
him, all ye gods.

8 Sion heard of it, and rejoiced * and the daughters of Judah were glad, because of thy
judgements, O Lord.

9 For thou, Lord, art higher than all that are in the earth * thou art exalted far above all gods.
10 O ye that love the Lord, see that ye hate the thing which is evil * the Lord preserveth the souls
of his saints; he shall deliver them from the hand of the ungodly.

11 There is sprung up a light for the righteous * and joyful gladness for such as are true-hearted.
12 Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous * and give thanks for a remembrance of his holiness.

Please stand for the Gloria Patri:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.



First Lesson Daniel 6

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, stationed throughout the
whole kingdom, and over them three presidents, including Daniel; to these the satraps gave account,
so that the king might suffer no loss. Soon Daniel distinguished himself above all the other presidents
and satraps because an excellent spirit was in him, and the king planned to appoint him over the
whole kingdom. So the presidents and the satraps tried to find grounds for complaint against Daniel
in connection with the kingdom. But they could find no grounds for complaint or any corruption,
because he was faithful, and no negligence or corruption could be found in him. The men said, ‘We
shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law
of his God.’

So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, ‘O King Darius, live for
ever! All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counsellors and the
governors, are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an interdict, that
whoever prays to anyone, divine or human, for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into
a den of lions. Now, O king, establish the interdict and sign the document, so that it cannot be
changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Therefore
King Darius signed the document and interdict.

Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to his house, which
had windows in its upper room open towards Jerusalem, and to get down on his knees three times a
day to pray to his God and praise him, just as he had done previously. The conspirators came and
found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his God. Then they approached the king and said
concerning the interdict, ‘O king! Did you not sign an interdict, that anyone who prays to anyone,
divine or human, within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions?’ The
king answered, ‘The thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot
be revoked.’ Then they responded to the king, ‘Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention
to you, O king, or to the interdict you have signed, but he is saying his prayers three times a day.’

When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined to save Daniel,
and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue him. Then the conspirators came to the
king and said to him, ‘Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no interdict or
ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.’

Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the den of lions. The king
said to Daniel, ‘May your God, whom you faithfully serve, deliver you!” A stone was brought and laid
on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, so
that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. Then the king went to his palace and spent the
night fasting; no food was brought to him, and sleep fled from him.

Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions. When he came near the den
where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, ‘O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God
whom you faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the lions?’ Daniel then said to the king, ‘O
king, live for ever! My God sent his angel and shut the lions” mouths so that they would not hurt me,
because | was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, | have done no wrong.” Then
the king was exceedingly glad and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was
taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.
The king gave a command, and those who had accused Daniel were brought and thrown into the den



Please stand.

Magnificat

of lions—they, their children, and their wives. Before they reached the bottom of the den the lions
overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces.

Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language throughout the whole world:
‘May you have abundant prosperity! | make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people should
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel:

For he is the living God, enduring for ever. His kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion
has no end. He delivers and rescues, he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth; for he has
saved Daniel from the power of the lions.’

So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

Text: Luke 1:46-55 Music: Kathryn Rose (b. 1980)

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath
regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call
me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on
them that fear him throughout all generations. He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their
seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things; and
the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel; As
he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Second Lesson Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Please stand.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. Such great crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And
he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil.
But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away.
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears
listenV

‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was
sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away.
As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the
world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields,
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’



Nunc Dimittis Text: Luke 2:29-32 Music: Kathryn Rose (b. 1980)

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. For mine eyes have
seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a light to lighten
the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

All:

| BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only
Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under
Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The
Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects

Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:

The Lord be with you;
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer.

Choir:

Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:

Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we
forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.
Amen.

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;

And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the King;

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;

And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;

And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.



1%t Collect, of the day:
Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant
that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them; that, by
patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed
hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

2" Collect, for Peace:
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set
to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our
enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our
Saviour. Amen.

3" Collect, for Aid Against All Perils:
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Anthem (sung by the choir)

O Lord, support us all the day long

until the shadows lengthen and evening comes,
and the busy world is hushed,

and the fever of life is over

and our work is done;

then in thy great mercy,
grant us safe lodging,

and holy rest,

and peace at the last,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Text: John Henry Newman (1801-1890).
Music: Eleanor Daley (1955- ).

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer.
Intercessions



Please stand to sing the hymn:
Hymn (cp47s)

Text: John Cawood (1775-1852), alt.

Music: ALBANO, Francis Vincent Novello (1781-1861).
Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605
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1. Almighty God, thy word is cast
like seed into the ground:
now let the dew of heaven descend
and righteous fruits abound.

2. Let not the foe of righteousness
this holy seed remove:
but give it root in every heart,
to bring forth fruits of love.

Sermon

Hymn (cps2s)
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3. Let not the world’s deceitful cares
the rising plant destroy:
But let it yield a hundredfold
the fruits of peace and joy.

4. Oft as the precious seed is sown,
thy quickening grace bestow,
that all whose souls the truth receive
its saving power may know.

Text: Ps. 90; para. Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.
Music : ST. ANNE, William Croft (1678-1727).
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1. O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home:

2. under the shadow of thy throne
thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone,
and our defence is sure.

3. Before the hills in order stood,
or earth received its frame,
from everlasting thou art God,

to endless years the same.

The Blessing or Grace
Organ Voluntary

8

4. A thousand ages in thy sight
are like an evening gone,
short as the watch that ends the night
before the rising sun.

5. Time like an ever-rolling stream
bears all our years away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.

6. O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
be thou our guard while troubles last,
and our eternal home.



