




Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I 
have written both of them as reminders to stimulate 
you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the 
words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and 
the command given by our Lord and Savior through 

your apostles. 

2 Peter 3:1-2



3 Above all, you must understand that in the last 
days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their 

own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this 
‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, 

everything goes on as it has since the beginning of 
creation.” 

2 Peter 3:3-4



5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s 
word the heavens came into being and the earth was 
formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters 

also the world of that time was deluged and 
destroyed. 7 By the same word the present heavens 

and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day 
of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 

2 Peter 3:5-7



But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With 
the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow 
in keeping his promise, as some understand 

slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance. 

2 Peter 3:8-9



10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The 
heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will 

be destroyed by fire,and the earth and everything 
done in it will be laid bare.[a] 

2 Peter 3:10

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%203&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30533a


Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what 
kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy 
and godly lives12 as you look forward to the day of God 
and speed its coming.[b] That day will bring about the 
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements 

will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his 
promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and 

a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

2 Peter 3:11-13

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%203&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30535b


14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward 
to this, make every effort to be found spotless, 

blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that 
our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear 

brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that 
God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all his 

letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters 
contain some things that are hard to understand, 

which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they 
do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

2 Peter 3:14-16



Therefore, dear friends, since you have been 
forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not 
be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall 

from your secure position. 18 But grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 

2 Peter 3:17-18



This world is not the end. Jesus is coming again.

Big Idea



“However, no one knows the day or hour when these 
things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the 

Son himself.[a] Only the Father knows. 37 “When the 
Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s 

day. 38 In those days before the flood, the people were 
enjoying banquets and parties and weddings right up 

to the time Noah entered his boat. 
Matthew 24:36-38

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2024%3A36-44&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23967a


People didn’t realize what was going to happen until the flood 
came and swept them all away. That is the way it will be when 
the Son of Man comes. 40 “Two men will be working together in 

the field; one will be taken, the other left. 

Matthew 24:39-40



41 Two women will be grinding flour at the mill; one 
will be taken, the other left. 42 “So you, too, must keep 

watch! For you don’t know what day your Lord is 
coming. 

Matthew 24:41-42



Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when 
a burglar was coming, he would keep watch and not 
permit his house to be broken into. 44 You also must 
be ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come 

when least expected.’
Matthew 24:43-44



‘They were looking intently up into the sky as he was 
going, when suddenly two men dressed in 

white stood beside them.11 “Men of Galilee,” they 
said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? 

This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have 

seen him go into heaven. (Acts 1:12-13) 

Acts 1:12-13



‘ Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but 
we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling 

of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 

will be changed.  

1 Corinthians 15:51



Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be 
uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that 
you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have 
no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, and so we believe that God will bring with 
Jesus those who have fallen asleep in 

him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that 
we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have 

fallen asleep. 
–Johnny Appleseed



16 For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are 
still alive and are left will be caught up together with 
them in the cloudsto meet the Lord in the air. And so 

we will be with the Lord forever. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-17



ETERNITY CHANGES 
HOW WE WAIT
 2 PETER 8-9



ETERNITY CHANGES 
HOW WE LIVE
2 PETER 3:11-18



Eternity changes how we live

Live holy lives 

Live with peace 

Live with purose



ETERNITY FIXES OUR 
FOCUS



WE ARE NOT WAITING FOR 
ESCAPE—WE ARE LIVING IN 

EXPECTATION.


