


All Saints Anglican Church
6904 Lougheed Highway, Agassiz, B.C. V0M 1A0
Bulletin November 10th, 2025 – November 16th, 2025




‘The ground we walk does not belong to us; for thousands of years it has been - and remains - the territory of the Stó:lō. We are grateful for their sharing.

Phone: 604-796-3553
Website: www.allsaints-agassiz.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsFamily
OUR DOOR IS OPEN AND ALL ARE WELCOME
November 16th, 2025, Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
Priest in Charge: The Reverend Philip Barker
Hosts: Graham Featherstone/Jennifer Pinlac
Intercessor: Lynn Laughlin
Lay Administrator: Dorothy Cresswell
Announcer: Virginia Jennings
Organ/Piano: Francesca Froehlich
Readers: Wendy Young/Douglas MacAdams
Vicar’s cell phone: Revd. Philip Barker. 778-867-2461[image: Telephone with solid fill]

Vicar’s Warden: Ginny Jennings. 604-796-2206
People’s Warden: Lynn Laughlin. 604-799-5131
Parish email:   revpb1950@gmail.com
Please contact either warden if you have an issue that needs to be brought to the attention of the Vicar - or contact the Vicar direct (see above for details).

All Saint’s Calendar/Announcements:

· Book Club has chosen the next book, "The Watchmaker's Daughter" by Larry Loftis, and we will be starting on November 5th. It is the true story of Corrie ten Boom, who helped her family hide Jewish and other refugees during WWII, survived Ravensbruck concentration camp and went on to be an evangelist across the globe. Some of you may have read her autobiography, "No Hiding Place".[image: A person looking at the back of a book cover  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


The book is $24.99 0n Amazon.  There is no Kindle option 
on Amazon but the Kobo e-book on the indigo.ca website 
is $13.99. Please email Sheila at sjbarker0369@gmail.com 
if you would like to join the group discussions or 
have her order a book for you.

· Bible Study with Karol is every Saturday morning 0830-0900 on Zoom.

· Prayer Requests can be given on a piece of paper to either of the Wardens or the Vicar or entered in the Prayer Request Book on the lectern. Alternatively, you can contact Anthea Lewis at antheamlewis@shaw.ca for Pray First Prayer Circle, which is a confidential online prayer circle.

· Music Requests may be given to the Wardens or the Vicar.

· AA meets in the hall every Tuesday and Friday at noon.

· Every Thursday in the hall 1100-1200 we have a social time with coffee, games if you like or just talk.  

· At 1000-1100 on Thursdays there is an Interactive Bible Study on the day’s Lectionary readings.  All are welcome – discover the treasures in this amazing book!  

· 5th Sunday of each month will be a potluck lunch after the service. Our next potluck is November 30th, 2025

· Food Bank Donations – we have started collecting non-perishable items for the food bank as Christmas will be upon us sooner than we realize. Please bring something for our hamper.


Ministerial Meandering
Universes

‘Whatever universe you inhabit, imagined or real, enjoy it and share that joy with others who are with you in that universe.’
I took this quotation from a memory shared by a 90 year-old friend.  It is what his father-in-law taught him when he had been a young man courting his daughter.
His father-in-law had been a great story-teller, later regaling his grandchildren with fearsome tales of how wild crocodiles and tigers would come and visit him to talk in the night - but somehow the grandchildren never got to see them when these creatures came to visit grandpa.
The imagination is a powerful thing, and I recall my mother reading to me when I was very small, and telling me to close my eyes so that I could see the characters of the story in my imagination.  It is a wonderful way to listen to stories being read - so long as you don’t fall asleep.
She also got me to use my imagination by reading poems, one of which was about looking into the fire that warmed our small living room, and ‘seeing’ the cities made of coal.  I wish I could find that poem again - but I haven’t been able to.
So many of our stories are about worlds or universes that only exist in our imaginations.  Are they any less valid for that?  After all, we know that other creatures can see parts of the electromagnetic spectrum that we cannot, and others again can hear frequencies that are beyond our perception.  We know, too, that electrons leap from the atoms of tungsten filaments of light bulbs, and fall back again to produce photons - light; but no-one has ever seen an electron.
Why, then, should we find it difficult to believe in parallel universes?  Why should I be carted off to the funny farm because I believe I have fairies at the bottom of my garden?
Some of the greatest art has been produced out of the imaginary worlds in our heads.  Visions have given rise to magnificent paintings and sculptures; I hear tunes in my head - I only wish I could write them down as Mozart and Bach did, before I forget them.
For certain, there are universes that call us to acknowledge them, and doing so does not make us mad - it makes us aware.
Your consciousness and your unconsciousness play games with each other as you go to sleep and as you wake - the one handing over control to the other.  So it should be with our spiritual lives, which is another form of ‘consciousness’.  Our awareness of other forms of energy is only a wise and respectful acknowledgment that our 5 obvious senses do not reveal all there is to know about our universe - and that’s the only one that we know of.
How much time you spend in prayer and meditation is a reflection of how much you value your awareness of your spiritual life.  Ultimately, it is where you are going to spend the majority of your existence - so it’s probably worth getting to know it well now.

Philip+
Truth and Reconciliation
Thank you for the very positive response to the invitation to the current Table Talks series. I had to limit the numbers in the group because it is meant to be a series of small group conversations. Several people were disappointed, so I plan to run the series a second time, probably after Christmas.
Please let me know as soon as possible at sjbarker0379@gmail.com  if you would like to join. Feel free to ask those taking part now for their feedback.

[image: Funny face outline with solid fill]A Little Chuckle
Photons have mass? I didn't even know they were Catholic.

Birthdays this Month [image: Cake with solid fill] November

Pascal Veltman – 6				Bill Green – 10	
Greg Veltman – 16				Claudia Cojocar – 17
Dana Vansickle – 18			Sylvia Poole – 25 


Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We Pray for the Clergy and Congregation of: 

Salal & Cedar Watershed Discipleship Ministry – The Revd Laurel Dykstra
The Legal Officers of the Diocese – George Cadman, K.C., AAM, ODNW, Chancellor; Kevin Smith, ODNW, Vice-Chancellor; Donald Paul, ODNW, Registrar; Jennifer Dezell, ODNW, Legal Assessor

Anglican Church of Canada Cycle of Prayer: We Pray for:

The members of the Council of General Synod. The members of the National Church Council. The members of the Board of Elders of the Canadian District



Collect 

Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to be the light of the world. Free us from all that darkens and ensnares us, and bring us to eternal light and joy; through the power of him who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Readings

Isaiah 65:17-25								Wendy Young

17 “See, I will create
    new heavens and a new earth.
The former things will not be remembered,
    nor will they come to mind.

18 But be glad and rejoice forever
    in what I will create,
for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight
    and its people a joy.

19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem
    and take delight in my people;
the sound of weeping and of crying
    will be heard in it no more.

20 “Never again will there be in it
    an infant who lives but a few days,
    or an old man who does not live out his years;
the one who dies at a hundred
    will be thought a mere child;
the one who fails to reach a hundred
    will be considered accursed.

21 They will build houses and dwell in them;
    they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

22 No longer will they build houses and others live in them,
    or plant and others eat.
For as the days of a tree,
    so will be the days of my people;
my chosen ones will long enjoy
    the work of their hands.

23 They will not labor in vain,
    nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune;
for they will be a people blessed by the Lord,
    they and their descendants with them.

24 Before they call I will answer;
    while they are still speaking I will hear.

25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together,
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox,
    and dust will be the serpent’s food.
They will neither harm nor destroy
    on all my holy mountain,”
says the Lord.



Isaiah 12 (as canticle)

12 In that day you will say:
“I will praise you, Lord.
    Although you were angry with me,
your anger has turned away
    and you have comforted me.

2 Surely God is my salvation;
    I will trust and not be afraid.
The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my defense;
    he has become my salvation.”

3 With joy you will draw water
    from the wells of salvation.

4 In that day you will say:
“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name;
    make known among the nations what he has done,
    and proclaim that his name is exalted.

5 Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things;
    let this be known to all the world.
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,
    for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”


2 Thessalonians 3:6-13						Douglas MacAdams

6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.”

11 We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food they eat. 13 And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good.


Luke 21:5-19						Vicar Philip Barker
5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6 “As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.”

7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?”

8 He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 9 When you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away.”

10 Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.

12 “But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13 And so you will bear testimony to me. 14 But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17 Everyone will hate you because of me. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 Stand firm, and you will win life.


Odds and Ends

Donations and Tax Receipts
We are already halfway through the month of November which means only 6 more weeks before we welcome 2026. Please keep this in mind as all donations for the 2025 tax year must be received and deposited prior to end of December.


Baptism(s)
On Advent Sunday (30th November) we are privileged to be baptizing Lyric, and renewing the baptismal vows of Claudia.  If any others are ready for baptism or would like to renew their baptismal vows, please tell the Vicar or one of the Wardens.  Advent is only two weeks away!


[image: Holiday tree with solid fill]
Christmas Services
Wednesday, 24th, Christmas Eve, at 1600 (4.00 pm)
There will be a Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

Thursday, 25th, Christmas Day, at 1000
There will be Holy Eucharist, followed by a Christmas Lunch for all those who would otherwise be on their own, or feeling lonely.  This was a great success last year, and we hope to make it so again this year.  Your involvement in helping to provide this event would be much appreciated, if you are not otherwise committed.

[image: A christmas card with a person in a hat and a cross
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