


Alexander Chapel United Methodist Church
Celebration of Worship

Prelude                                                    		Steve Hawkins
Welcome and Announcements                 		Gina Elrod
Opening Prayer			    		Phillip Gibson
Call to Worship					Connie West
				
Leader: Behold, God is doing a new thing!
People: We gather to rejoice in what God is creating among us.

Leader: God is making new heavens and a new earth—where sorrow will be forgotten and joy will fill every home.
People: We come, ready to build, to plant, to sing, and to serve.
Leader: The Lord promises that our labor will not be in vain; that peace will dwell among all creation.
People: We will live as people of that promise—builders of hope, sowers of justice, witnesses to grace.

Leader: So let us worship the God who makes all things new—
the Creator of heaven and earth, the Redeemer of all people, the Spirit who renews our hearts.
All: Let us rejoice and be glad forever in what God is creating!
Opening Hymn 					Steve Hawkins
The Faith We Sing Hymnal #2036, Give Thanks
	
Scripture Reading				Diane Hensley 
Isaiah 65:17–25

Special Music 					Steve Hawkins
Message             					Phillip Gibson                                              

Apostles Creed					Sheri King
United Methodist Hymnal 881

Glory Be to the Father	United Methodist Hymnal 71	
Prayers of the People                                  		Sheri King
Leader:
God of creation and renewal, You are making all things new—new heavens, new earth, new hearts. We thank You for the promise that joy will replace sorrow, and that Your peace will fill every corner of life.
People:
God of new beginnings, renew us by Your Spirit. Make us signs of Your joy and instruments of Your peace.
Leader:
We pray for Your Church, near and far. Strengthen the weary, guide the searching, and make us faithful in worship and service, that our life together may reflect Your new creation.
People:
God of the Church, shape us into a people of hope. Let our worship bring You delight and our love bring healing to the world.
Leader:
We pray for the nations and for our own community. Bless those who lead and those who labor, those who plant and those who teach. Let justice take root, that all may live to enjoy the fruit of their work.
People:
God of justice and mercy, renew the face of the earth. Teach us to live as neighbors and peacemakers.
Leader:
We remember all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit—those who grieve, those who are lonely, and those who long for healing. Surround them with Your comfort and strength.
People:
God of compassion, hold close all who hurt. Restore their joy and remind them that nothing can separate them from Your love.
Leader:
We give thanks for the beauty of creation and for all who have gone before us in faith. Let the song of Your new world rise among us until the day when sorrow is no more.
People:
Behold, You are making all things new, O God. Renew Your Church, restore Your world, and fill us with joy through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


Offertory Music					Steve Hawkins   
Offertory Prayer				Phillip Gibson                                                    

Doxology					Steve Hawkins
United Methodist Hymnal 94

Closing Hymn 					Steve Hawkins
The Faith We Sing Hymnal #2282, I’ll Fly Away

Benediction                                                 		Phillip Gibson
Postlude			                 	Steve Hawkins


Upcoming Events:

Sunday, November 23, 2025: We will have a Thanksgiving meal after church!! Please bring a friend!

Sunday, November 3, @ 11 a.m. First Sunday of Advent!! 

Saturday, December 6, from 5 to 6 p.m., we are honored to welcome the Asheville Vocal Ensemble for a Service of Lessons and Carols. If you’ve ever heard this incredible professional group perform, you know just how breathtaking they are — their harmonies are rich, moving, and absolutely angelic. As their voices fill the sanctuary, we’ll journey through Scripture and song, telling the story of God’s love coming into the world. It’s an hour of music and meaning that will lift your spirit and open your heart to the beauty of Christmas.

Saturday, December 6, beginning at 6 p.m., Ladies Loving the Lord. Please check with Sheri King for more information.

Sunday, December 21st, from 5 to 6 p.m., we invite you to our Candlelight Christmas Service. This is one of our most beloved traditions — a quiet, sacred evening filled with Scripture, carols, and the soft glow of candlelight. It’s a time to breathe deeply, reflect, and remember that the light of Christ still shines bright — even in the darkest nights.
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