Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
November 16, 2025 — 23rd Sunday after Pentecost

Connecting people to people - people to faith - faith to life
69 Mill Street + Athens, OH + (740) 593-3144
info@clcathens.org » www.clcathens.org

(PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee
people. Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the
Adena, Hopewell and Fort Ancient cultures.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman;
Choir Director: Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia
Cambridge; Lector: Greg Newton; Time with Children: Puppets!; Ushers: Dan Snoddy,
Tim Prange; Greeter: Cathi Schwalbauch; Acolyte: Melody; Tray Server: Susan Urano;
Livestream: Kay Cleland

INTRODUCTION

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s
texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are
strengthened for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally
around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.”


http://www.clcathens.org

WELCOME
PRELUDE In God, My Faithful God

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.

CLC Choir



KYRIE

Leader sings parts marked "A"
Congregation sings parts marked "C"
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong,
nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide,
we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-2a

A reading from Malachi.

1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers
will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it
will leave them neither root nor branch. 22 But for you who revere my name the sun of
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 98
1 Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
2 0 LORD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
+ Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
5 Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
¢ With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
¢ Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.
° The LORD will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.



SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

A reading from 2 Thessalonians.

6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the
tradition that they received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate
us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, ¢ and we did not eat anyone’s
bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we
might not burden any of you. ¢ This was not because we do not have that right but in
order to give you an example to imitate. '© For even when we were with you, we gave
you this command: anyone unwilling to work should not eat. '* For we hear that some of
you are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 2 Now such persons
we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn
their own living. '3 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Refrain (sung by all)
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Sing we  al-le-lu-ia, prais-es to the Lord. Al-le-lu-ia, Al-le-lu - ia!

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones
and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, ¢ “As for these things that you see, the days will
come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”

7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is
about to take place?” ¢ And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will
come in my name and say, ‘1 am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!” Do not go after them.

o “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must
take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” '© Then he said to them, “Nation
will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; ' there will be great earthquakes
and in various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and
great signs from heaven.

12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you
over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors
because of my name. ' This will give you an opportunity to testify. *+ So make up your
minds not to prepare your defense in advance, 's for | will give you words and a wisdom
that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. ¢ You will be
betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some
of you to death. 7 You will be hated by all because of my name. ¢ But not a hair of your
head will perish. 1 By your endurance you will gain your souls.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

If You But Trust in God to Guide You (ELW 769)
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1 If you but trust in God to  guide you with gen - tle
2 What gain is there in anx - ious weep - ing, in  help - less
3 The Lord our rest - less hearts is hold - ing, in peace and
4 Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways un - swerv-ing, of - fer your
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hand through all your ways, you’ll find that God is there be -
an - ger and dis - tress? If you are in your Sav - ior’s
qui - et - ness  con - tent. We rest in God’s good will un -
ser - vice faith - ful - ly. Trust heav-en’s word; though un - de -
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side you  when cross-es come, in try - ing days.  Trust then in
keep-ing, in sor-row will he love you less? For Christ who
fold - ing, = what wis-dom from on high has sent. God, who has
serv-ing, you'll find God’s prom - ise true to be. This is  our
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God’s un-chang -ing love; build on the rock that will not move.
took for you a  cross will bring you safe through ev - ’'ry loss.
cho - sen us by grace, knows ver -y well the fears we face.
con - f1 - dence in-deed: God nev-er fails in time of need.

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite

Music: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT, Georg Neumark
Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us give thanks to God for all the gifts so freely bestowed upon us.

For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea.

We thank you God.

For all that is gracious in the lives of all people, revealing the image of Christ.

We thank you God.



For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends.
We thank you God.

For minds to think, for hearts to love and hands to serve.
We thank you God.

For health and strength to work, and leisure and rest to play.
We thank you God.

For all courageous seekers after truth, liberty and justice.
We thank you God.

For the communion of all saints, in all times and in all places.
We thank you God.

For those who are ill, or alone, we pray now for healing of mind and body for those we
name aloud or in our hearts....
We pray to you God and thank you for listening to our prayers.

Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ
Jesus.

To him be praise and glory with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. AMEN

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give

There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our
church app!

CHORAL OFFERING Dona Nobis Pacem CLC Choir
OFFERTORY
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I.Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring To placeup-on your ta-ble.
2. The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.
3. Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares We lift in pray'r be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we ought But on - ly as we're a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dai - ly food Be-comes a ho - ly trea-sure.
Lord, by your grace, now come to us As hum -bly we a - dore you.


https://www.clcathens.org/give

OFFERING PRAYER
Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.

Multiply what we have gathered

to bless all who are suffering and in need,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Verses (sung by leader)
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sa - iah to the tem - ple came to see the ho - ly Lord.
six-wing-ed an - gels flew a - bove. I - sa - iah heard them call
tem - ple door-posts shook and quaked, and smoke was in the  air.

m Refrain (sung by all)
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glo - ry fills the whole wide earth, God of pow-er and might.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life given for us
and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



LAMB OF GOD
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on the tree__ You hung in deep hu - mil -1 -ty
all its sin. Lord, give to us your peace. A - men.___

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.

Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us

and appointed us to be your servants.

Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The God of righteousness,

who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,

who sets the prisoners free,

+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG

O God, Our Help in Ages Past (ELW 632)
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1 O God, our help in a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow  of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills iIn or - der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve - ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter-nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end-less years the  same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris-ing  sun.
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5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,

bears all our years away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream

dies at the op’ning day.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.

Music: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727

DISMISSAL
The service has ended.
The ministry begins!

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.

Thanks be to God.

our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home!
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