 Even IF – It Hurst
 (Philippians 1:12-30)

What is the most painful thing you have gone through?
Have you ever gone through something that was painful in the moment but in the end you were able to see a purpose and good comes out of it?

We don’t see purpose in pain while we’re in it.
12 And I want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that everything that has happened to me here has helped to spread the Good News. 13 For everyone here, including the whole palace guard, knows that I am in chains because of Christ. 14 And because of my imprisonment, most of the believers here have gained confidence and boldly speak God’s message without fear.

Pain can be a Platform for God’s Purpose (vv. 12–14) 


Jospeh said… “You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.” Gen 50:20

15 It’s true that some are preaching out of jealousy and rivalry. But others preach about Christ with pure motives. 16 They preach because they love me, for they know I have been appointed to defend the Good News. 17 Those others do not have pure motives as they preach about Christ. They preach with selfish ambition, not sincerely, intending to make my chains more painful to me. 18 But that doesn’t matter. Whether their motives are false or genuine, the message about Christ is being preached either way, so I rejoice. And I will continue to rejoice.

Don’t let People Distract you from God’s Purpose. (vv. 15–18) 

· Guard your focus. 
· Refuse to fight the wrong battle. 
· Keep your joy. 

20 … I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. 21 For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better. 22 But if I live, I can do more fruitful work for Christ. So I really don’t know which is better. 23 I’m torn between two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would be far better for me. 24 But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live. 25 …so I can continue to help all of you grow and experience the joy of your faith. 


Live With Passion and Purpose, Not Passivity (vv. 19–26) 


27 Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of the Good News about Christ. Then, whether I come and see you again or only hear about you, I will know that you are standing together with one spirit and one purpose, fighting together for the faith, which is the Good News. 


28 Don’t be intimidated in any way by your enemies. … 29 For you have been given not only the privilege of trusting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for him. 30 We are in this struggle together. 


Stand as Partners, Not Passengers (vv. 27–30)

· Partnership means participation.
· Partnership requires unity.
· Partnership involves shared suffering.

Let God turn your hurt into a platform, your life into purpose, and our church into a united witness for His glory.

· Where is pain sidelining you instead of being used by God?
· Who or what has distracted you from mission?
· Where do you need to re-engage your purpose?
· Who can you stand beside this week as a partner, not a passenger?

When life hurts…
God can turn pain into a platform, opposition into opportunity.

Pain can shape us, but it won’t stop us.

I will let pain become the platform for God’s Purpose
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