


Lo-ruhama (vv. 6-7), Hosea’s second child—a daughter…




“She conceived again and bore a daughter. And the LORD said to him, ‘Call her name No Mercy…’”





Lo-ruhama = “She has not received mercy”





ESV Exodus 33:19 And he said, "I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name 'The LORD.' And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. (See also, Deut 4:31)




Why name his daughter, Lo-ruhama?




“‘…for I will no more have mercy on the house of Israel, to forgive them at all. But I will have mercy on the house of Judah, and I will save them by the LORD their God. I will not save them by bow or by sword or by war or by horses or by horsemen.’" (See 2 Kings 18:9-19:37, esp. 19:32-35)






Lo-ammi (vv. 8-9), Hosea’s third child—a son…




“When she had weaned No Mercy, she conceived and bore a son. And the LORD said, ‘Call his name Not My People…’” 





Lo-ammi = “Not my people”





ESV Exodus 6:7 I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. (See the phrase “your God,” Ex 15:26; 16:12; 20:2, 5; Lev 11:45; 18:1-5; 19:2; 25:38; 26:1-13; Num 10:10; 15:41; Deut 5:6; 7:6; etc.)




Why name his son, Lo-ammi?




“‘…for you are not my people, and I am not your God."




-
God spoke again to Hosea intending that his children’s names would also include a reversal—each of their names also represent the LORD’s restoration of Israel:




“Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered. And in the place where it was said to them, "You are not my people," it shall be said to them, "Children of the living God." And the children of Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together, and they shall appoint for themselves one head. 



And they shall go up from the land, for great shall be the day of Jezreel.




Say to your brothers, "You are my people" (Ammi)




and to your sisters, "You have received mercy" (Ruhamah) 
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Hosea 1:2-2:1
Review

The Book of Hosea: (1) It is the first book of the minor prophets in the Old Testament (starting on page 751 in the ESV Pew Bible); (2) It recounts the “word of the LORD” to Hosea, a man who served as a prophet in deed and in word; (3) His prophetic ministry was most immediately to the northern kingdom of Israel (Samaria), then to the southern kingdom of Judah (Jerusalem); (4) He began his prophetic ministry likely shortly before Jeroboam II died (753 BC) and concluded shortly after Hezekiah began to reign (729 BC).



The Book of Hosea is about the faithlessness of God’s people and his faithfulness to them, illustrated most poignantly marital (in)fidelity.  
Hosea’s Family—Retribution and Restoration, pt. 1
1:2-2:1




Outline

-
1:2-3:5 are (broadly) recognized as a literary unit, which, together, functions like a micro version of what takes place in 4:1-14:9.

-
Hosea and his family feature prominently in this first section (1:2-3:5), likely to effectively establish the marital-faithfulness theme, and then do not feature at all in the last section (4:1-14:9).


-
This first section (1:2-3:5) begins (1:2-3) and ends (3:1-3) similarly, with the LORD (YHWH) commanding Hosea to act (“Go”) as a demonstration of his word.


-
The first section (1:2-3:5) can be further subdivided into three (sub)sections (1:2-2:1 / 2:2-23 / 3:1-5), with each (broadly) highlighting, first, retribution (1:3b-9 / 2:2-13 / 3:4), and second, restoration (1:10-2:1 / 2:14-23 / 3:5).


Hosea is commanded to take a wife of whoredom and have children by her, who will illustrate both God’s retribution and restoration.


“When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, ‘Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the LORD.’” (v. 2)



-
God spoke to Hosea on several occasions, but “first” spoke in this way.



-
God spoke to Hosea first, by speaking “through” what he wanted him to do.




‘Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom…’



“Beyond serving as YHWH’s messenger, the prophet Hosea himself becomes the medium for the message in this narrative passage’s sign-act concerning ‘a wife of harlotry and children of harlotry’…The sign-act is a symbolic action in which YHWH’s prophet becomes or embodies his message to an intransigent people who have become numb to conventional methods of communication.” (Jerry Hwang, p. 74)




‘…a wife of whoredom…’






Whoredom = To treat others like your spouse, while actually treating no one like a spouse should be treated





Prostitution = To do so for money, gain, or favors






Adultery = To do so while already being married 





‘…have children of whoredom…’




How could God command Hosea to do such a thing?



-
God spoke through Hosea’s marriage and children to the people of “the land.”



‘…the land commits great whoredom…’ (v. 2) 





= “the house of Israel” (vv. 4, 6), “the children of Israel” (3:4, 5; 4:1)




“The narrative does not record the audience’s reaction to the sign-acts, but their curiosity would undoubtedly have been piqued at the rather strange circumstances of Hosea. Beginning with him, the OT prophets often embody the persuasive goal of reaching YHWH’s people in times when their faith had become too jaded to accept more traditional methods of communication.” (Jerry Hwang, p. 78)


-
God spoke through Hosea’s marriage and children primarily to illustrate Israel’s relationship to the LORD.



‘…for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the LORD.’





“the land” 





“commits great whoredom” (e.g. whores whoringly)





“by forsaking” (See also, Hosea 2:13; not staying put)





ESV Hosea 2:5 For their mother has played the whore; she who conceived them has acted shamefully. For she said, 'I will go after my lovers, who give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.'





“the LORD”



“So he went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim…” (v. 3)



-
Hosea did what God commanded him to do.




Should Hosea function as a template for dating?!



-
Hosea took Gomer as his wife and she bore him three children.




Was Gomer a real person? Is Gomer also the “woman” in 3:1? Is the book of Hosea about Gomer?!



-
God spoke again to Hosea in the naming of each of his three children—each of their names represent the LORD’s retribution on Israel:




Jezreel (vv. 3b-5), Hosea’s first child—a son…




“…and she conceived and bore him a son. And the LORD said to him, ‘Call his name Jezreel…’”





Jezreel = “God will sow”





Jezreel functioned as a person’s name (1 Chron 4:3), a town’s name (in Judah, Josh 15:56; in Issachar, Josh 19:18), and a valley’s name (Jud 6:33)





In king Ahab’s days, Naboth was a Jezreelite (1 Kgs 21:1) and his commander, Jehu, especially struck down many in and around Jezreel (2 Kgs 10:11)




Why name his son, Jezreel?




“‘…for in just a little while I will punish the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. And on that day I will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel.’”





ESV 2 Kings 10:30 And the LORD said to Jehu, "Because you have done well in carrying out what is right in my eyes, and have done to the house of Ahab according to all that was in my heart, your sons of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel." (See also, 2 Kings 9:1-10)




“Nothing in the text requires that we understand this to mean ‘punish’ in the sense that the house of Jehu would receive retribution for what he did to the house of Omri at Jezreel. Rather, it seems to mean ‘visit upon’ in the sense that God would bring upon Jehu’s dynasty the same violent destruction that befell Omri’s dynasty. It should be translated, ‘And I will bring the bloodshed of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu.’” (Duane Garrett, p. 57) 





ESV 2 Kings 10:31 But Jehu was not careful to walk in the law of the LORD the God of Israel with all his heart. He did not turn from the sins of Jeroboam, which he made Israel to sin.
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