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I’ve got a question for you: if you could have all God’s stuff – like every prayer answered, the job you want, your relationships untangled, your body working the way it’s supposed to, and then go to heaven when you die.  If you could have all of God’s stuff without having God what difference would that make in your life?
…
If you’ve been with us throughout the fall, you know that we are walking through Exodus, exploring what it really means to be saved.  Now “saved” is one of those Bible words that has a lot of baggage.  I grew up thinking being saved was about going to heaven when I died.  But what we see in Exodus is much richer than that.

The salvation God extends is about liberation – being set free from what enslaves us.  But it doesn’t stop at freedom – Exodus doesn’t finish at the Red Sea with the people out of Egypt – instead it continues because what God really wants is get Egypt out of the people.  And to do that He has to shift their devotion.  They have to let go of the false gods that once enslaved them and replace that with devotion to the one true God who made us for abundant life.

And the second half of Exodus is all about that shift – about entering into relationship with the living God.  So last week we looked at God’s law and saw that it isn’t about control; it’s about revelation.  God shows us His heart – what He loves and what He hates – so that we can respond to His love by doing things that provoke His pleasure. 

Well today we are diving deep into what it is God actually wants to share of Himself with us.  We’ll be in Exodus 33 and 34, so if you’ve got a Bible, open it up to chapter 33.  

Would you stand with me as we come before God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord.

[Read Exodus 33:1-3; 15-23; 34:5-8]

This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated.

So a bit of context as we get going.  In chapter 19 and 20 Moses goes up the mountain and meets with God.  And God gives him the 10 Commandments and some detailed instructions for how Israel was to live as His people.

And he’s up there forty days and forty nights – which, from the perspective of the people waiting below, feels like forever.  So near the end of that time, they panic.  They decide Moses isn’t coming back, so they come up with a great idea: let’s build a golden calf and worship that instead.

It’s one of those ideas that probably sounded good in the moment but doesn’t look good on paper.  And God’s not impressed.  And He tells Moses the people deserve to be destroyed.  But Moses intercedes and God relents.  That’s chapter 32.  

And then we get to chapter 33, where God makes Moses a fascinating offer – one that, honestly, might sound pretty appealing to a lot of Canadians.  He says, verse 1:
“Leave this place, you and the people you brought up out of Egypt, and go up to the land I promised on oath to Abraham…. I will send an angel before you and drive out the Canaanites…. Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-necked people and I might destroy you on the way.” (Exodus 33:1-3)

Essentially God says, “Look, I’m not taking new chiropractic patients.  So how about I give you the land; I give you some protection, you can have all My blessings.  I’m just not coming.  And honestly, that’s safer for you, because if I come, I’m probably going to kill you at some point on the way.”

That’s the offer: they can have God’s gifts without God’s presence – no sacrifices, no commandments, no inconvenient divine expectations.  Just blessings.  That’s a tempting offer, isn’t it?
…
Atheist Christopher Hitchens says:
“The discovery there is no god is a great relief, because if there were, it would be like living in a celestial North Korea if there was one. You would never be able to escape.”

So how does life with all the good stuff and no God looking over your shoulder sound?  Does it sound like freedom?
…
Moses doesn’t think so.  He’s knows there’s something we need that goes beyond good circumstances and it’s connected to the glory of God.  And in this text we see why we need God’s glory, what it is, and how we can experience it.[footnoteRef:1]  If you’re taking notes that’s where we’re going.   [1:  Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/sermon/glory-in-your-life/ (Accessed November 5, 2025)] 


First, why do we need God’s glory?  So in verse 15 Moses hears God’s offer to give Israel all the blessings but without His presence.  And here’s how he responds:
“If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.” (Exodus 33:15)

Now remember where Israel is right now – in a desert.  So Moses is saying, “If You’re not coming, then just let us die here.  Life’s not about comfort, success or even survival.  Life is about being with You.  So a life without God’s presence is no life at all.
…
Now here we have to slow down for a bit.  What does it mean that God’s not going to go with them?  I mean God is omnipresent.  So in Psalm 139 David sings “If I go up to the heavens, You are there; if I make my bed in the depths, You are there.”  So God is everywhere.  And yet there seems to be a distinction here between God being everywhere and God being specifically present.  
…
So you may have noticed that sometimes we pray, “Holy Spirit, come and fill this space.”  Now we don’t mean God isn’t here yet.  We’re asking Him to make His presence known.  To show up in a way that will transform us.  And that’s what Moses longs for.

See he’s met God in the burning bush; he’s met Him in the pillar of fire.  He’s tasted what it’s like when God draws near.  And once you’ve experienced that, life without it is empty.
…
Now do you see the topic Moses is tackling here?  This is the biggest question people have ever asked – what is the meaning of life?  And Moses gives a profound answer: The thing that makes life worth living is centering yourself around the glory of God.
…
Now what does that sound like to your sophisticated Canadian ears?  For most people that’s strange.  Like why would God create a world full of people just so they could glorify Him?  Doesn’t that sound a bit needy or egotistical?  
…
That question poses a big problem for a lot of people – but it’s built on a faulty premise.  See it assumes God needs someone to love Him.  But that would only be true if God were not triune.  If God was a single, solitary being, then the first time He created another being would have been His first opportunity to experience love or relationship.  And if that were the case, we could imagine Him creating out of loneliness – to fill a gap. 

But that’s not the way scripture paints God.  Instead there is one God in three persons; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  And somehow this isn’t three Gods, it’s one.  Now people have tried to illustrate this – God’s like an egg or God’s like H2O: liquid, solid, gas.  But every picture we come up with falls short because it’s a mystery.  The Bible doesn’t say how it works, just that it does.  So in John 14 Jesus tells His disciples:
I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Advocate to help you and be with you forever— the Spirit of Truth…. you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you…. (John 14:16-17)

Then in John 17 Jesus prays:

Now, Father, glorify Me in Your presence with the glory I had with You before the world began…. Father, I want those You have given Me to be with Me where I am, and to see My glory, the glory You have given Me because You loved Me before the creation of the world. (John 17:5;24)

That’s mystery.  Before creation ever existed, the Father, Son and Spirit were already in an eternal relationship of perfect love and glory.  
…
Now love is amazing unlike anything else.  Like if you’ve ever been truly loved, you know it can carry you through almost anything.  Life might be hard, but it someone loves you – really knows you, sees you and still says “I’m with you” then you can endure.  And that’s true even with humanity’s limited ability to love.
…
Last week we said that for love to exist we have to research each other – we have to find out what the other person likes and give it to them and let them reciprocate this back.  But because there is a learning aspect to love our love can only be limited.  

Like we get to love a person for a few years and learn a few things about them.  But God isn’t limited like this.  Within the Trinity, there’s been an eternal exchange of perfect love – each Person delighting in and glorifying the other.  The Father loving the Son, the Son glorifying the Father, the Spirit pouring that love back into both.  

So when God created us, it wasn’t because He was lonely or lacking glory.  He already had infinite love and glory within Himself.  

So why create then?  Well Jesus says:
Father, I want those You have given Me to be with Me where I am, and to see My glory, the glory You have given Me because You loved Me (John 17:24)

In other words, God creates us to share His glory – to enter the love and joy He’s always known.  And in this exchange two things happen: first God, who is an infinitely glorious being has found a way to increase His glory – that is by inviting people in to enjoy it. And second, we find our meaning – which is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.  This is why we exist.
…
Now Exodus isn’t saying Moses understood how the Trinity works.  He didn’t.  But he knew we were made for the glory of God.  He’d encountered God, and everything else paled in comparison.  So he says, “God if You aren’t going with us, then let us die here, because a life full of blessings but empty of You isn’t life at all.”   So why do we need the glory of God?  We were created for it.
…
Alright, second, what is the glory of God?  What is this thing we were made for, and without which life has no meaning?  Well Exodus 33 gives us a fascinating glimpse.  In verse 18 we read:
Then Moses said, “Now show me Your glory.”
And the Lord said, “I will cause all My goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim My name, the LORD, in your presence….But… you cannot see My face, for no one may see Me and live.” (Exodus 33:18-20)

Notice God’s response.  Moses asks to see God’s glory and God answers with show and tell.  He lets Moses see Him but most of the seeing is hearing who He is.  In other words, God’s glory is inseparable from His identity.  And the starkest example of this is God’s face; the most glorious thing about God isn’t what He can do, it’s who He is.

Now we’ve talked about glory in this series before.  Glory is weight.  It’s like gravity that causes things to revolve around it.  And the most common way we talk about glory is in sports.  So we will say “He shoots.  He scores.  McDavid with a glorious goal!”  And what we mean is that McDavid can do things nobody else can do.

But when Moses asks to see God’s glory God doesn’t respond by reducing a mountain to rubble.  He could – He can do anything – but God thinks the most glorious thing about Himself is who He is.  And so God responds by telling Moses “I am good.  My name is YHWH.  I am merciful and compassionate.”  And this is exactly what Moses needs.  “If You’re not going to go up with us, then let us die here.  Your stuff means nothing if we can’t have You.”

And so God says “Okay, you win.  I will let you know Me.  I will be specifically present, not just omnipresent.”  But then He adds a warning: “You can’t see My face, or you’ll die.”  What’s up with this?
…
Well the face is the center of our identity.  If you are talking with someone, you look at their face, not their knees.  So when God says you can see My glory – you can see who I am – but you can’t handle all of Me.  “You can see My back, but you can’t see My face” what He’s saying is there are levels to knowing God.  

So some people are deists and believe God exists, and maybe even enjoy His glory in creation but have no relationship – that’s not the goal.  The meaning of life isn’t fulfilled simply by believing God exists.  God wants a personal knowing, a relationship.  He wants to share the best of Himself – not just what He can do, but who He is.  

So He wants you to hear His voice in scripture.  He wants you to sense Him speaking directly to you.  This is the glory He wants to share.  But there are limits to His sharing at this time.  Speaking of when Jesus will return Paul says:
For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. (1 Corinthians 13:12)

So we get the mirror for now – God’s back – but it’s still glorious.  Do you know that glory?
…
I wonder when you pray what do you request?  There’s nothing wrong with asking for stuff: “God, help me at school.  Heal my friend.  Bring love into my life.”  God has great blessings that He wants to share.  But do you ever ask for God Himself?  Moses prays, “Show me Your glory.”  And this is the greatest thing God wants to give.  He wants to share what He has been enjoying with Himself for all eternity with you.  So try praying this – “Show me Your glory.”  Pray it 40 days in a row and see what happens.  I dare you.
…
This leads us to our final question: how do we experience God’s glory?  And here is where the gospel comes into view.

So Moses asks, “Show me Your glory.”  And God responds: “I will, but you can’t see My face or you’ll die.”  And then God hides Moses in a rock and in chapter 34 we read:
Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed His name, the LORD. And He passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet He does not leave the guilty unpunished; He punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.” (Exodus 34:5-7)

In God’s mind the most glorious thing about Himself is who He is – His goodness.  But don’t think this is simple, it’s multidimensional.  He is compassionate and forgiving, yet just and punishing.  And God says My glory holds both these things together.
…
Now wait a minute, how does that work?  I mean that sounds like a contradiction.  Either you are forgiving, or you are punishing but you can’t be both.  But God says “Yes, I can.  That’s My goodness.  I’m both.”

How?  Well it’s good to forgive – we get that.  But if a human judge winked at murder and said “Don’t worry, go free,” that would be injustice and he would be a bad judge.  And God is good.  So He can’t ignore sin.  Somehow God has to be just and forgiving to be good.

Now how this works only gets foreshadowed in this text.  Moses only sees God’s back.  So we don’t get a perfect answer here, but that’s because Jesus hadn’t arrived yet.  But when He does the glory comes to light.  So in John 1 we read:
The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son (John 1:14)

John says, “something has changed now.  We’ve gotten to see Jesus’ face – His full glory – and yet live.  How?  It’s because of the cross.  See on the cross, when Jesus cried out “My God, My God why have You forsaken Me,”  He brought God’s love and justice together.

So in that moment Jesus was separated from the face of God – forsaken – He was rejected from the glory He had enjoyed for all eternity.  And this was the pain of the cross.  The nails were nothing in comparison to losing the eternally intimate connection He had with the Father.  This was hell.  

So why did He do it?  It was so we could be brought into God’s glory.  Paul explains:
God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

And this is the heart of the gospel: God is infinitely loving and infinitely just at the same time.  And the cross is the moment where this gets worked out.

See without the cross, God could be loving or just – but not both.  He could forgive everyone and ignore sin – leaving justice undone.  Or He could punish everyone for our sin – leaving mercy unfulfilled.  But the cross allows God to love us while honouring justice at the same time.  See God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.  Motivated by love He took our sin upon Himself so justice could be satisfied and we could be forgiven.  

And this is the glory of God.  This is who God is: He’s infinitely loving, infinitely just, and willing to go to unimaginable lengths to bring us into what He created us for.

So do you see Him?  Do you see His glory?  If you do, then center your life around Him.  Put everything on the table and let Him have it all.  The glory of His face is all you need.
