FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

22nd Sunday After Pentecost

3 ' Sunday, November 9, 2025
9:30 a.m.
Ordinary Time
We welcome you to worship!
Please fill out the blue worship card and place it in the offering plate later in the service.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

INTRODUCTION

We worship on the first day of the week because Jesus was raised on that day. Every Sunday is a little
Easter. This Sunday feels more like Easter than many as the appointed texts celebrate the reality of the
resurrection. Live it up this Lord’s day. Our God is the God of the living.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of
oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We ex-
ploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair
our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life.

Amen.

Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, * in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit you are set free. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “On Jordan’s Stormy Bank I Stand” ELW 437 vs. 1,2,4
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Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; adapt. Rigdon M. McIntosh, 1836-1899 e



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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THIS IS THE FEAST Page 140
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew and direct our hearts.
Keep always in our mind the end of all things and the day of judgment. Inspire us for a holy life
here, and bring us to the joy of the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

ANTHEM
“O Jesus I Have Promised” by Valerie W. Stephenson Brass Angels Bell Choir
READINGS

Job 19:23-27a

Job suffers the loss of children, wealth, and health. Accused by his companions of wrongdoing, he knows
himself to be innocent. Here, in the midst of his suffering, Job clings to the radical hope that his vindicator,
his redeemer, lives; and that one day he himself will see God.

“O that my words were written down! O that they were inscribed in a book! 2 O that with an iron pen
and with lead they were engraved on a rock forever! » For I know that my vindicator lives and that in the
end he will stand upon the earth; 26 and after my skin has been destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see
God, 2whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17

This portion of the letter provides encouragement for the church at Thessalonica during a time of confusion and
opposition, as some allowed their concern over Jesus’ imminent return to divert them from the central teachings of
the gospel.

1 As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you, brothers and sis-
ters, 2not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to
the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. 3 Let no one deceive you in any way, for that day will not come
unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. * He opposes
and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God,
declaring himself to be God. * Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you? 3 But
we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as
the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. ** For this purpose
he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers
and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by
our letter. ' Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us
eternal comfort and good hope, 7 comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

CHILDREN ’S TIME Pastor Garrett Struessel



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 142
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 20 chapter beginning at the 27 verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Luke 20:27-38

Some Sadducees, who do not believe in the resurrection of the dead, try to trap Jesus. They formulate the con-
voluted case of a serial widow who marries a succession of seven brothers. Jesus responds by teaching about
God to whom all are alive and in whom all relationships are fulfilled.

27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 26 and asked him a question:
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leaving a wife but no children, the man shall mar-
ry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 2 Now there were seven brothers; the first married a
woman and died childless; 3 then the second 3! and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven
died childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 3 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman
be? For the seven had married her.” 3 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are giv-
en in marriage, 3° but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from
the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 3¢ Indeed, they cannot die anymore, because they are like
angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection.3” And the fact that the dead are raised
Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 3 Now he is God not of the dead but of the living, for to him all of them
are alive.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Deacon Korra Looschen
THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s on-
ly Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

BLESSING OF THE 16 YEAR OLDS
PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER

God of healing and hope,

you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us
and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Je-
sus Christ our Savior, now and forever.

Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 144

n l l
e = =
]
Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
0 . . -

. f , e " ¢+ .

Y 4 = =
heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
2 dl ] : ! -
[ (anYd F— g -
7 : —{
san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
Q | i & & | .
e = - S
comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen
SHARING OF COMMUNION (for those of you at home)

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation,
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of the forgiveness of sin, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come forward
for communion. We invite everyone to receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy Com-
munion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome”. In our serving communion trays, wine is darker red on
the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve only gluten-free bread prepared in a kitchen



excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat-gluten sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the
Lord is good.

LAMB OF GOD Page 146
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“Blessed Assurance” ELW 638
“In Heaven Above” ELW 630
“What Wonderous Love Is This” ELW 666
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Blessed Assurance ELW 638
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In Heaven Above

Text: Laurentius L. Laurinus, 1573—1655; tr. William Maccall, 1812—1888
Music: Il HIMMELEN, I HIMMELEN, Norwegian folk tune
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What Wondrous Love is This

ELW 666
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent,, alt. WONDROUS LOVE
12966129

Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt.

Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven that gives life to
the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all
who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ's name.

Amen.

SENDING

SENDING OF GRETCHEN KNUTSON

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN “Soon and Very Soon” ELW 438 vs. 1,3,4
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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Soon and Very Soon
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WELCOME to Worship!
WELCOME to worship! We are so glad you are here!

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.

KIDS WORSHIP BAGS are available to use during the church service. Pick one up in the narthex
so they can enjoy looking through a children's Bible, coloring in the coloring pages, or playing
with one of the toys. Kids worship bags are labeled according to age ranges. Please return the bags

after service. Thank you for bringing your kids to church

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking lot, one-half block north of

the church on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the hallway leading to the Big
Room. There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the

Big Room.
We love seeing you in worship!
Scan the QR Code for the Following! Preacher
View the Latest Sunday Bulletin Presider

Council Hosts

Ushers

Reader

Communion Assistants

Pianist/Organist

Deacon Korra Looschen
The Rev. Garrett Struessel
Kayla Morelli

Amy Ley

Vicki Hergott

Stephanie Nieuwlandt

Barb Mohr

Barb Mohr
Vickie Shiveley

Jeffrey Hartmann

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license
#SBL14236. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen is copyright © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission OneLicense A-713218.
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