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INTRO: The Apostle John is very clear about the intentions of his Gospel. In chapter 20, verses 30 and 31, he
writes: 5[5 (E{ELy M ZUE S BHYSE 5 HROTER - ££ 20:30-31 {15

“‘Jesus performed many other signs (or “miracles”) in the presence of his disciples which are not recorded in
this book, but these are written that you might believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name”.
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In the 9th chapter of John, | want us to look together at a fascinating record of a miracle performed by Jesus,
that is, the restoration of sight to a man born blind.
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This record, this miracle, has always been of interest to me because here John goes beyond merely recording
the event. He also reveals the aftermath of the miracle.
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Not only how it affected the subject, but more than that, also his family, the 12 Disciples, his neighbors, the
Pharisees and indeed society at large.
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And | believe that we can take some key lessons about faith in God's work in our lives through the story of
this wondrous miracle.
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First, we note the devastating results of sin but also the wonder of God's redemptive purposes.
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In verses one through five of John Chapter 9 we read: “And as [Jesus] went along, he saw a man blind from
birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind.
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"Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be
displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming when no
man can work. While | am in the world, | am the light of the world.”
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The reaction of the disciples to the blind man's predicament seems strange to us today.
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The Twelve immediately think of the principal taught in the Old Testament or Torah. For example, in Exodus
20:5 and Deuteronomy 5:9 that “children will suffer punishment for the sins of their fathers”.
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But Jesus was making it very clear that something else, something new, was going on. His response?
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“Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in
him.” "BEAZX AU T 3k - A ZMEICR) » B AR S bR AR E R -

Now it is clear, all suffering and weakness is at least an indirect consequence of living in a fallen world.
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We see this in the initial story of the rebellion of Adam and Eve recorded in Genesis chapter 3.
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But when considered through the eyes of faith in an Almighty and Eternal God we see that He can redeem

suffering for our good and His glory.
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We must also note that God was already working in the heart of this man. This is why he was chosen from

among so many others.
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What we might consider as a dramatic conversion experience is actually the gradual revelation to the blind

man of the answers he sought.
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We as Baptists love the stories of the instant, seemingly “out of the blue” conversion, like that of the Apostle

Paul on the Road to Emmaus. And sometimes this is how God works.
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But | would suggest, more often it is the incremental work of God over time, leading us gently, but firmly, to
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Like this man, when we suffer, we ask “why?” Why am | seemingly chosen to suffer when others have it so

good? Why?
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We naturally want to believe that there is some kind of meaning to our suffering. This man sought the same.
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It is important to keep in mind that Jesus' miracles were not some kind of “party trick” meant to amaze and

astound and draw a crowd (although they did).
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The miracles of Jesus were meant to reveal to people of that day and to us today, His character.
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Through the miracle of restoring sight, Jesus was proclaiming Himself as the Light of the World.
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As the one who, through the presence of His Holy Spirit, would give us spiritual sight and insight to behold

God in our world and in our lives. The miracle revealed the Miracle Worker!
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Secondly, we note the healing power of Jesus. Picking up the story in verse 6:
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“After saying this, [Jesus] spat on the ground, made some mud with the saliva and put it on the man's eyes.

Go, he told him. Wash in the pool of Siloam (This word means “sent”). So the man went and washed and

came home seeing. His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, isn't this the same

man who used to sit and beg? "
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Some claimed that he was, others said no, he only looks like him, but he himself insisted | am the man. How

then were your eyes opened, they asked. He replied. The man they called Jesus made some mud and put it

on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So, | went and washed and then | could see” (6-11).
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As we have previously noted, the miracles of Jesus were meant to establish his divinity and to reveal his

character. This is especially obvious in this particular miracle.



TEANFRAISEATIER N » BRERAV T 5 7ERA T a1t 52 B AR > (R S B E -

This man and his desperate plight were well known by all, and indeed in verses 18 through 20 you see that it
is established as true by his very own parents. Therefore, his healing became a public spectacle.
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Indeed, it is interesting to note the elaborate process Jesus used to affect this miracle. Why? Jesus could and
often did heal with simply a word.
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For example, in Mark chapter 10 verses 51 and 52, we find Jesus healing another blind man. Mark records it
this way: Flg1 5 mfEE 10:51-52 I HR R/ 55— 5 AWy » Sadiftidil |

“Jesus asked, What do you want me to do for you? The blind man said, Rabbi, | want to see. Go, said Jesus,
your faith has healed you. Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.”
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We must ask ‘what is this mud, salvia, and washing in a pool all about?’ There are at least three reasons that
we could consider: Fef REEE ] @ e ~ HEAMI A FEIRFRTEAMEE ?” £2/0F = E i EER1ES ¢
1. | believe that Jesus is wanting to test and build this man's faith by requiring an act of faith on his part. I'm
reminded of what the Apostle James writes in James chapter 2 and verse 17 where he profoundly declares:
“[Saving] faith without works is [a] dead [faith]”.
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You see, Jesus wanted to bless this blind man with something greater than simply physical sight.

1E - HBERTEIG X5 ARYOLE » A IR TR E IRET T -

Jesus wanted him to know true and life-changing faith. He wanted him to prove the existence of his faith
through his actions. True, “saving” faith is not about our words...but our actions!
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Or, to put it another way, the existence of faith in our hearts is proven by our actions. What gift could be
greater than physical sight for this blind man?
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Jesus simply could have stood at a distance and declared “see”, and the Creator would have given him new
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But Jesus wanted to give him a greater gift, the gift of true faith, what we might call “spiritual sight”, which
would carry him through any struggle of life and even beyond this life and into eternity.
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We all have a long “laundry list” of things we want from God. Good things, no doubt.
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But surely the greatest gift from God is the ability to see Him, to know Him, to live and walk with Him each
day! (Hilg Y2 E » FEil T2 WAt - IR - T H SHIETTILART B |

2. Secondly, | believe that Jesus went through this elaborate and public procedure because he was no longer
hiding His true nature. HZC » FLIANVERERIERIX 18 R A FAVERE - BRI RS E SR S -
He wanted all to see Him and to understand that He was more than simply a Good Man or an Amazing
Teacher. #&E R AE WA St - HRERA (= E A\ B A=)

He is the Messiah, the Son of God, the Miracle Worker, the One who all had all power over creation, over life,
and indeed over death.
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3. Finally, we note how many, | would say most, of those observing the wonder of this miracle were distracted
by the HOW and in doing so missed the Who of the miracle.
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Three times they asked “how.” But Jesus wanted them to see that the power was not in the “how.”
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The power was not in the spit. The power was not in the mud. The power was not in the pool.
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The power was in Him! Jesus is the power for miracles in our life and in our world.
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We can get distracted by the ‘how’ of life and miss the main point, which is of course the ‘who’ - Jesus.
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Thirdly, we must note the stubborn resistance to Jesus. &5 = » FA1HGE AT HB &R A7 & 5 fid -

I've always been fascinated by the confrontation recorded here, which ensued after the miracle between the
blind man and the Pharisees, the secular and religious rulers of the day, who would eventually
excommunicate him from the temple for his simple faith in Jesus.
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After much argument and interrogation, we pick up the story at the 24th verse (24-34).
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“The second time they (that is, the Pharisees), summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by
telling the truth” they said. “We know this man is a sinner”.
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He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, | do not know. One thing | do know. | was blind, but now | see!”
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Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered, “I have told you
already, and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear again? Do you want to become his disciples too?
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Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses! We know
that God spoke to Moses. But as for this fellow, we don't even know where he comes from.”
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The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes.
We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. Nobody has
ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
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To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth! How dare you lecture us! And they threw him out.
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My point: Somehow this simple man could believe while the Pharisees could not, even in the face of
inconvertible evidence. Why?
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What was holding them back from understanding and seeing who Jesus truly was, even as he stood right
before them, even as he performed a miracle in their very presence? They had no excuse.
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It was widely held and believed that giving sight to the blind would be the defining miracle of the Messiah,
setting Him apart from any previous prophet such as the great Elijah.
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| suppose they were willfully blind for several reasons, but it is clear that they had already made their minds
up about Jesus and they would not be confused by the facts before them.
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They made a tragic mistake, a mistake born out of willful ignorance and self-interest: they thought they knew.
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The Pharisees, the religious leaders and if you will, intellectuals of their day, kept proclaiming “we know,” in
direct contradiction of the simple blind man who twice proclaimed, “I do not know”.
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In conservative evangelical circles, we take great pride in proclaiming what we “know.” But we forget that faith
is not about what we know.
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Faith is saying: “I do not know. But | am convinced that Jesus does, and | am willing to learn from Him, to
allow Him to turn my smug self-confidence into true learning, knowing and growing.”
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Don’t be afraid to admit: “I don’t know”. Never forget that the Pharisees declared: “I know” and they missed
Jesus though He stood only feet from them! "
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Another problem for the Pharisees is that Jesus did not match their pre-conceived notions of the Messiah and
Son of God. JAFFE KIS MelUE » BRERAFFE A D 7R AT L FHIREE M

Maybe they thought: “After all, why would Jesus, the Messiah, waste time on this simple beggar when he
could spend valuable time in the presence of us, learned and pious men?”
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But Jesus had already identified their problem. It's recorded in Mark chapter 2:17: “It is not the healthy who
need a doctor, but the sick. | have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

BB &R IR M TR REFTAE - SaltEE 2:17 10808 © “EENANAEEL - AROAT HEE - I~ E
FKEAXN > TEEFEA 7

You see, the Pharisees mistakenly considered themselves healthy, righteous, and good. And therefore, they
failed to open their hearts, their spirits, and their minds to their Saviour, even when He was standing right in
front of them!
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Those who meet Jesus are the ones who are willing to say | am not healthy, | am not righteous, | am not
good, but Jesus is, and | need him in my life.
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The central point is this: saving faith is not faith in what | know or what I think | know, but faith in Who | know.
Faith in our Living Saviour, Jesus.
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Finally, we note the nature and power of a simple testimony. When pressured by the Pharisees into testifying
about Jesus, the man formerly blind simply proclaimed:
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“‘whether he is a Sinner or not | do not know. One thing | know: | once was blind. Now | see” (25).
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He didn't have every question answered. He didn't know all there was to know about the person and the
nature of the divine Son of God. But he knew this: “If this man were not from God he could do nothing.”




6

A ERRIBAVEZ WX ALEY ) L2 SHAT AT AR G R - (HAIER - X AE N EMARR >
NN

He now understood that Jesus was from God, that Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah, that Jesus was
the divine Son of God. His faith was in the Man, not his own understanding!
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He now knew that Jesus cared about Him, and His divine power could heal Him, and so much more!
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Our most powerful and effective witness of Jesus is not what we think we know about him, but it is the
evidence of His presence in us.
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This is Jame’s point in his profound teaching on the nature of true and saving faith:

X IERMESE I R E SRR E L2 R HIHS

“Show me your faith without deeds, and | will show you my faith by my deeds. You believe that God is one?
Good for you! Even the demons believe that—and shudder” (2:18-19).
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Maybe we need to spend less time telling people what we know and start showing them Who we know!
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And the best thing about this story is this: this miracle-working Jesus is with us today. Do you believe it? Do
you believe in him? How long had this blind man been seeking a miracle?
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How long have you been looking for a miracle in your life or in your world? Don't give up! Trust in Jesus, the
one who you can know and who can fill you with hope and power!
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Are you looking for an answer to prayer? Look not so much for the answer, but to the One who can give the
answer. Look to Jesus!
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