A reading from the Book of Haggai

In the second year of King Darius, in the seventh month, on the
twenty-first day of the month, the word of the Lord came by the
prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
and to the remnant of the people, and say, Who is left among you
that saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now?
Is it not in your sight as nothing? Yet now take courage, O
Zerubbabel, says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, son of
Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land,
says the Lord; work, for I am with you, says the Lord of hosts,
according to the promise that I made you when you came out of
Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. For thus says the
Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens
and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the
nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and I will fill
this house with splendour, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine,
and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. The latter splendour of
this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts;
and in this place I will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.

Listen for God’s Word

Our hearts are open.



A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to Thessalonians

As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered
together to him, we beg you, brothers and sisters, not to be quickly
shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as
though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here.
Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless
the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one
destined for destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above every
so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the
temple of God, declaring himself to be God. Do you not remember
that I told you these things when I was still with you? But we must
always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by
the Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation
through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth.
For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the good
news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So
then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions
that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter.
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who
loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope,
comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and
word.

Listen for God’s Word

Our hearts are open.



May God be with you

And also with you

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for
one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do
not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know
what the master is doing, but I have called you friends, because I
have made known to you everything that I have heard from my
Father. 1® You did not choose me, but I chose you. And I appointed
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will
give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.

“If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated
you. If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its
own. Because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world hates you.

“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my
behalf. You also are to testify, because you have been with me from
the beginning.

The Gospel of Christ

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ



