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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  

You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 

 
How to sing hymns in harmony 
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 
We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 
How to financially support us 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 
A note on Communion Wafers 

To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerant to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of 

gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day 
We worship on the first day of the week because Jesus was raised on that day. Every Sunday is a little 

Paschal Event. This Sunday feels more like the Resurrection side of the Pascha than many as the 

appointed texts celebrate the reality of the resurrection. Live it up this Lord’s day. Our God is the God of 

the living. 

 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. 

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
L: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 

L: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

L Most merciful God, A: you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray 

from your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace 
the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the 
earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast 
love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, 
and bring us to new life. Amen. 
 

L: Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are 

forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “How Small Our Span of Life”                             (ELW 636) 

 

 
 

*GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  
 

KYRIE 
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Hymn OF PRAISE  
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*Prayer of the Day 
L: The Lord be with you!      A: And also with you  

L: Let us pray: O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew 

and direct our hearts. Keep always in our mind the end of all things and the day of 

judgment. Inspire us for a holy life here, and bring us to the joy of the resurrection, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 

 

Word 
First Reading: Haggai 1:15b—2:9 
Despite his righteousness, Job lost his children and his property. One of his friends told him 

that only evil people would experience such suffering. In words which we hear foreshadowing 

of the resurrection, Job asserts that his righteousness will be vindicated. 
 

15b In the second year of King Darius, 2:1 in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of 

the month, the word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: 2 “Speak now to 

Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high 

priest, and to the remnant of the people, and say: 3 Who is left among you who saw this 

house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as 

nothing? 4 Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, 

son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the Lord; 

work, for I am with you, says the Lord of hosts, 5 according to the promise that I made 

you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. 6 For thus 

says the Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth 

and the sea and the dry land, 7 and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all 

nations will come, and I will fill this house with splendor, says the Lord of hosts. 8 The 

silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. 9 The latter splendor of this 

house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts, and in this place I will 

give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.”                             

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21           (sung to the tune Ode to Joy (ELW 836) 

This psalm expresses the single-minded gratitude which Haggai encouraged, and which led to 

the re-construction of the temple. 

 

 
 

Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
At the end of the church year, the readings focus on the end of time and last things. That is a 

theme of 2 Thessalonians, in which the apostle argues against those who say that the Day of 

the Lord has already arrived. 
 

1 As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we 

beg you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by 

spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is 

already here. 3 Let no one deceive you in any way, for that day will not come unless the 

rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for 

destruction. 4 He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of 

worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. 5 Do 

you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you? 

 

  13 But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the 

Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the 

Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 For this purpose he called you through our 
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gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers 

and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either 

by word of mouth or by our letter. 

  16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and 

through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17 comfort your hearts and 

strengthen them in every good work and word.     

                            L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  

*Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
 

*Gospel Reading:  Luke 20:27-38 
After Jesus entered Jerusalem to face his own death and resurrection, opponents from a variety of 

religious and political groups asked him trick questions, hoping to stump him or to maneuver him into 

giving unpopular answers. 
 

R: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twentieth chapter.   
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 28 and asked 

him a question: “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leaving a wife 

but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his 

brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers; the first married a woman and died 

childless; 30 then the second 31 and the third married her, and so in the same way all 

seven died childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, therefore, 

whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 

  34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in 

marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the 

resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 Indeed, they 
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cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being 

children of the resurrection. 37 And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself 

showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is God not of the dead but 

of the living, for to him all of them are alive.” 

             R: The gospel of the Lord.  A: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Hymn sing 
 

*Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are 

in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: God our Redeemer, bless your church universal and its leaders. Set all hearts on you 

from generation to generation in anticipation of Christ’s return. Hear us, O God. 

A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: God of life, we give thanks for the fruits and grains of harvest, for rivers and streams, 

for all that is made of rock and iron. Renew the earth’s natural resources and the lands 

from which they come. Hear us, O God.  A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: God of justice, we give thanks for the service of our veterans and pray for those 

needing support for wounds of any kind. Strengthen those charged with the governance 

and protection of vulnerable populations. Bring an end to war throughout the world. 

Hear us, O God.  A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: God who leads us to belief and truth, we give thanks that you are always and already 

here. Nurture and support those who are unsteady in mind, unsafe in spirit, or unwell in 

body (especially). Comfort those who suffer from trauma and exposure to traumatic 

events. Hear us, O God.  A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: God who gathers us together, we give thanks for our pastors and deacons, teachers 

and musicians, administrators, and building caretakers. May they find joy in leadership 

as we grow in faith together. Hear us, O God.  A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: God of the saints, we give thanks for all who have died in faith especially Judy Kocher, 

Geraldine Kline, Mark Kolesar, Pat Harpster, and Max Hummel Sr. Uplift us as we honor 

their memory and await your coming in glory. Hear us, O God.  A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding 

love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
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Thanksgiving 
Offering 
 
 

Musical Offering 
 
 

*Offertory: “Lift Up Your Heads Verse 3”                         (ACS 1032) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to 

fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish 

us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ 

our Savior, now and forever. A: Amen. 
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*Canticle of Thanksgiving: “Christ, the Life of All the Living”  (ELW 339) 

 

 

 
 

* Thanksgiving for the Word 
Holy God, our Sovereign, our Wisdom, our Judge, 

as nature in the north cycles towards dormancy and death, 

we thank you for the sustenance of your Word. 

For your Word of life, we give thanks. 
  

We praise you for speaking through Christ your Word, 

in whom is your authority, your truth, and the justice of your ways. 

When we are threatened by dangers and surrounded by evil, 

you speak to us of life that comes through Christ’s death. 

For your Word of promise, we praise you. 

Grant us the endurance of the Spirit of your Son. 
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Upheld by the voice of your Word, 

may we persevere with courage, energy, and joy, 

serving our neighbors faithfully until the end of our days. 

For your Word of power, we plead. 

  

Abide with us in your Word, O God, 

that we may speak your blessing to others, 

today and forever.  Amen. 

  

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sending 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  

 

*Blessing 
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
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*Sending hymn: “In Thee Is Gladness”                               (ELW 867) 

 
 

 

 
 
 

*Dismissal  
L: Go in peace. Share the harvest.  
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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Serving Today 
Assisting Minister…………………………………….…… Morgen Hummel 

Musician..……………………………………………............. Michelle McMullen 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..… Karen Magnuson 

Reader…………………………………………………………… Nate Clinerd 
  

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga-Susquehannock people, where 

we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings 

who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home. 

Find out more about the Conestoga-Susquehannock at www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com  
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