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GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE 

 
PRELUDE          “Morning Has Broken”        Stan Pethel 

 
(8:30) LITURGY FOR THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

 
(We Stand) 

 
(11:00) THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, the fountain of living  
water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
A reading from Romans: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ  
Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too 
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will  
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. (Romans 6:3-5) 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.  
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through 
the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and  
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and 
sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the 
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 
forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our sins, 
strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life through 
+ Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN   “How Small Our Span of Life“            ELW 636 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you always. 
And also with you.  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
 
FIRST READING        Job 19:23-27a 
 
23

“O that my words were written down! O that they were inscribed in a book! 
24

O that with an iron 
pen and with lead they were engraved on a rock forever! 

25
For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; 
26

and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
then in my flesh I shall see God, 

27a
whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and 

not another.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM            Psalm 17:1-9 

 
1
Hear a just cause, O Lord; give heed | to my cry; 

 listen to my prayer, which does not come from | lying lips. 
2
Let my vindication come forth | from your presence; 

 let your eyes be | fixed on justice. 
3
Examine my heart, visit | me by night, 

 melt me down; you will find no impuri- | ty in me. 
4I have not regarded what | others do; 
 at the word of your lips I have avoided the ways | of the violent. R 
5
My footsteps hold fast to your | well-worn path; 

 and my feet | do not slip. 
6
I call upon you, O God, for you will | answer me; 

 incline your ear to me and | hear my words. 
7
Show me your marvelous | lovingkindness, 

 O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand from those who | rise against them. 
8
Keep me as the apple | of your eye; 

 hide me under the shadow | of your wings, 
9
from the wicked | who assault me, 

 from my deadly enemies | who surround me. R 
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SECOND READING         2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
 
1
As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you, 

brothers and sisters, 
2
not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or 

by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. 
3
Let no one 

deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the  
lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. 

4
He opposes and exalts himself above 

every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God,  
declaring himself to be God. 

5
Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was still 

with you? 
13

But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the 
Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit 
and through belief in the truth. 

14
For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the 

good news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
15

So then, brothers and 
sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of 
mouth or by our letter. 

16
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved 

us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 
17

comfort your hearts and 
strengthen them in every good work and word. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

(We Stand) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL        Luke 20:27-38 
 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 20th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
27

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 
28

and asked him a 
question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no  
children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 

29
Now there were 

seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; 
30

then the second 
31

and the third married 
her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 

32
Finally the woman also died. 

33
In the  

resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 
34

Jesus 
said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; 

35
but those who 

are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry 
nor are given in marriage. 

36
Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and 

are children of God, being children of the resurrection. 
37

And the fact that the dead are raised 
Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of  



7 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 
38

Now he is God not of the dead, but of the 
living; for to him all of them are alive.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(We Sit) 
 
(8:30) ANTHEM         “Every Morning’s Sun”             Sue Ellen Page 

Carol and Treble Choirs 
 

Every morning’s sun follows every evening’s night, and every day I know that it will come. 
Every day of the year I know it will appear, even though the clouds may hide it some. 

 

Every springtime’s bloom follows every winter’s cold, and every year I know that it will come. 
All the trees and flowers need sunshine and showers, and every year they get rain and sun. 

 

Everywhere I look I see the work of God, and everywhere all nature calls God’s name! 
Everywhere I go in sunshine, wind, or snow, I know that God will always be the same. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON           Pastor Ralph 
 
SERMON            Pastor Ralph 

 
(We Stand) 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY           "I Know That My Redeemer Lives!”           ELW 619 
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(11:00) THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

(We Sit) 
 

OFFERING 
God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.   
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,  
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through  
the Givelify app.  If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please  
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 
 
(8:30) VOLUNTARY          “Brethren, We Have Met to Worship”       Stan Pethel 
 
(11:00) ANTHEM        “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”  Gordon Young 

 
From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise. 

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung through every land, by every tongue. 
Eternal are thy mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends Thy word. 

Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, till suns shall rise and set no more. 
 

(We Stand) 
 

OFFERTORY                 ELW 854 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS  

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each 
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 
Communion Music            “Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus”  Johann Schop 

 
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.   

The hymn can be found in the back portion of the WOV (Blue) Hymnal in your pew rack. 
 
Communion Hymn          “Blessed Assurance”           WOV 699 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  

Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you this 
day and forevermore. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN        “Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In”           ACS 950 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE          “March”        Robin Dinda 
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Leon Strock from  
Myra and their children and grandchildren. 
 
 

SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30) Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler, Jim Nantz,  
  and Daryl Hooker; 
 (11:00)  Otis Rawl, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, Myra Strock, Manning Burgess,  
  Roy Windham, and George Mathias 
Cantor: Madison LaFontan 
Children’s Choir Director: Laura Beck 
Trumpeter: Jack Jebaily  
Greeters: (8:30) Bill and Jerrie Galardi; (11:00) Bonnie Long 
Readers: (8:30) Lucy Austin; (11:00) Jessica Maxheimer 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Neil Brown; (11:00) Heyward Addy 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30)  [A] Gracen Geary [C] Cameron Moore; 
   (11:00)  [A] Eli Maxheimer [C] William Carrero 
 
 

The Church Staff                                     Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
 
 

Sunday School Information: 
 

         Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email  
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she  

can add you to the distribution list.  
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Nursery – Room #105   Agape Adult Class 
     Room #102 (Closest to Narthex) 

2—4 year olds & 5K – Room #103   Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR 
     Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room) 

1
st

—5
th

 Grade – Room # 216   Women Digging Deeper 
     Parlor 

6
th

—8
th

 Grade – Room #212  For those not attending a Sunday School 
class but waiting on a child to get out of 
one, feel free to sit in the Social Hall! 

9
th

—12
th

 Grade – Room #217   If you are interested in beginning a new 
Sunday School class please contact  
Mrs. Shannon. 


