My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study, with these goals in mind.  

· Share a time when God turned something hard into something good.
· What helps you stay joyful when adversity comes?

Read Philippians 1:12-14
· How might Paul’s example change the way we view our difficulties?
· What might “chains” look like in your life today?
· How can God use problems to fulfill His purpose and plan?
· What would it look like to pray, “Lord, use this problem for Your purpose?”

Read Philippians 1:15-18a
· Who has inspired you to keep following Jesus by how they handled pressure or suffering?
· Why did Paul refuse to get bitter at his detractors?
· How can your response to hardship encourage others this week?

Read Philippians 1:18b-20
· How does prayer and the Holy Spirit help you face uncertainty?
· What’s one area of your future you need to entrust to God?
· How does trusting and resting in God’s sovereignty produce joy rather than anxiety?

Read Philippians 1:21-27
· Why did Paul view death as “gain”?
· What does it practically mean for you to live “for Christ”?
· What are some modern day “idols” or distractions that you face?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How can we balance longing for heaven with staying faithful on earth?

Pray with and for one another in your small group, focusing on how you can implement “Prayer—Care–Share” this week.  Who are the “5 in ‘25” you are praying for and inviting?  Pray that we will strive and thrive to know Christ and make Him known.

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.




Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, November 2
9am – Adult Sunday School – A study of Psalm 103
10am – Worship Celebration & Communion
(Children’s Church available through 4th grade midway through the service)
Sermon series:  “Joyful Living” (Philippians)

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.

TODAY’S MESSAGE, NOVEMBER 2, 2025
SERIES: Joyful Living
“Joy In Adversity” (Philippians 1:12-26) 
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor


I want you to know… that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel… (Philippians 1:12)


1. Joy comes when we ___________________________________
    _____________________________ (vs. 12-14)  

12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.

· Our difficulties can advance the Gospel.






2. Joy comes when our ___________________________________
    _____________________________ (vs. 15-18a)

15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will. 16 The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.

· Our detractors can advance the Gospel.









3. Joy comes when we ___________________________________
    ______________________________ (vs. 18b-20)

Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death.

· Our dependency can advance the Gospel.






4. Joy comes when we ___________________________________
    ______________________________ (vs. 21-26)  

21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.

· Our delight in Christ advances the Gospel.








Turn Chains Into Gains!



For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
(Phil. 1:21)
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