Pastor’s Message			“For All the Saints”
[image: ]In our children’s message today, I spoke with the girls about a man who climbed a tree so he could simply see Jesus walk past him. What I didn’t mention earlier was Zacchaeus was one of those detested TAX COLLECTORS we heard about last week. 
Tax collectors usually let the free reign given to them by the Roman authorities go to their heads and took more taxes from people than they actually owed… just because they could. Then, as you can imagine, they had no friends and everyone hated them.
This was the case for Zacchaeus until the day Jesus showed up and offered him friendship. [image: A person with his mouth open

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Can you imagine how surprised he had to have been? Zacchaeus might not have had guests in his home for years, but now, this man, Jesus, whom the whole region was talking about, wanted to be his guest of honor.
This was the best gift Zacchaeus could have ever imagined! So, did he [image: ]thumb his nose at the citizens of Jericho to gloat? No! He celebrated the love Jesus was showing him by repenting of his past dishonest charges, vowing to make up for them by [image: ]paying back four times the amount. He also vowed to give half of his possessions to the poor. Zacchaeus was serious about his repentance!
[image: ]After this short little scene with a short little man, we see Zacchaeus go from sinner to saint and from lost to found! Zacchaeus is just one of the billions of saints of the church whom we celebrate today for All Saints Sunday. 
This is the day when we especially lift up those who have passed on to their eternal reward in the past year. This year, our congregation has lost members who dedicated their lives to the church through their discipleship as believers, and so, we lift up June Witowich [image: ][image: ]who went to her eternal home June 7th and Lois Bentley who went to her eternal home July 15th. 
I also want to open this service up to loved ones in our lives who were not members of this congregation. My mother passed on May 28th and so, I lift up Carleen Hasenstab to be honored on this day. What others are there who have passed to their eternal home in the past 12 months whom you wish to lift up? Please raise your hand to share their name and we will light a candle in their memory. [add to next page]
When we gather in worship, we praise God with believers we cannot see. When we celebrate Holy Communion, we feast with past, present, and future disciples of Christ. [image: ]This is known as the Communion of Saints, (which are the ENTIRE community of believers). We commune with Christians around the world, with believers who came before us, and with believers who will come after us. As Christians, we ALL belong to the communion of saints.
Make no mistake; it is God who makes us saints. We don’t make ourselves saints; that’s all God’s work. God calls us to a holy and righteous life, and God’s work of grace helps us live according to His will and strive toward holiness. 
Through our relationship with Christ, just like Zacchaeus, the Holy Spirit works in us and through us throughout our lives to make us holy. Our response to this process of sanctification is to live a holy life, a life set apart BY and FOR God.
As Christians, we live a righteous life by doing the will of God in our lives, by following Christ’s teachings, and sharing His teachings with others.  How we live that out in our daily lives is how God makes us saints.
[walk to candle table] I invite _____________ forward to light candles in memory of our dearly departed as their names are read. We light these candles in thanksgiving for the light of Christ which shone through them. Lord, we lift up to you…
June Witowich	_______________	_______________	
Lois Bentley	_______________	_______________
Carleen Hasenstab	_______________	_______________
_______________	_______________	_______________
_______________	_______________	_______________
Let us bow our heads in prayer.
LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE
Living God who sits on the throne and delivers us into eternal life, we give you thanks for the saints of every time, tribe, and tongue who now rest in the shelter of your embrace.
Silence 
We bless you for the life and love of these dear saints, and rejoice for them that they have entered into the fullness of life in your presence.
We also remember those saints whom we hold in our hearts who have not been with us for some time, yet whose life and witness continue to form and shape us as your disciples.
Silence 
On this All Saints Sunday, we also remember that we too are living saints, members of the family of God with all the saints of the past, the present, and the future.
And so, we remember: We are Your children. What we shall be has not yet been revealed; but we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
So today and every day, may we put on Christ and live as saints who tend the poor, comfort the mourners, learn from the meek, affirm those who seek righteousness, offer mercy alongside the merciful, and work for peace with the peacemakers until Christ comes in final victory and we feast as the family of God at his heavenly banquet. Amen.
Before we enter into our time celebrating Holy Communion, please join me in singing…
Music	 Communion Song by  Jonathan Stockstill & Bethany Worship    [sit in front chair]

[image: ]Holy Communion and Service of Remembrance	
Now, let us reach for our hymnals and turn to page 13 as we celebrate this Service of Word and Table beginning with the title, THE GREAT THANKSGIVING.
The Great Thanksgiving for All Saints and Memorial Occasions
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth:
God of Abraham and Sarah, Miriam and Moses,
God of Joshua and Deborah, Ruth and David,
God of the priests and the prophets,
God of Mary and Joseph,
God of the apostles and martyrs,
God of our mothers and fathers,
God of our children to all generations.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over he took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Please join me in prayer as we bless the elements: 
Almighty God, pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and fruit of the vine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
strengthen us to run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty (God), now and forever.
Amen.
As we participate in the Communion of the Saints today and you come forward to receive Holy Communion, you are also invited to light a candle for those in your life whom you wish to honor.  It may be for someone who helped lead you in your faith journey, it may be for a grandbaby you hope to welcome into your family someday, it may be for someone who is struggling with their faith.  It is for whomever you want your light to shine for this day.
The table is now set and all are welcome to the feast. You need not be a member of this church or any church to receive the bread and cup. Simply confess in your heart that Christ is your Savior and this blessing is yours.  Come all and partake in the banquet.

*A Prayer Meditation for All Saints Day
(Written by Safiyah Fosua)
We give you thanks, O God, for all the saints who ever worshiped you,
whether in arbors or cathedrals,
wooden churches or cement meeting houses.
We give you thanks, O God, for hands lifted in praise:
manicured hands and hands stained with grease or soil,
strong hands and hands gnarled with age,
holy hands.
We thank you, God, for hardworking saints,
whether hard-hatted or aproned,
blue-collared or three-piece-suited.
They left their mark for you, for us, for our children to come.
Thank you for the sacrifices made by those who have gone before us.
Bless the memories of your saints.
May we learn how to walk wisely from their examples of faith, dedication, worship, and love. Amen.
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