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My last year as a teenager was emotionally full.  I had just met the young lady who has become the middle-aged lady married to this middle-aged man.  That was exciting, but both of us were coming out of fresh family wreckage – our parents had both recently divorced.  

So we were staring examples of what love wasn’t supposed to look like right in the face while hoping to find something better for ourselves.

And at our church, we did.  There was a godly couple – quite old, probably 40 – who had been married twenty years and were still in love.  We’d visit their home, and Lila would be baking oatmeal-raisin cookies.  She’d pop one right into Dave’s mouth, and a minute later he’s sneak back into the kitchen, tweak her… glutes, and she’s squeal.  Then he’d scoop her up, and they’d laugh together like newlyweds.  She was his treasure, and he was hers.  And it was amazing to watch.
…
We are in arriving at the center of Exodus today – the Ten Commandments.  This is where God gives His Law to His people.  But rather than diving into the rules themselves we’re going to focus on the context that usually gets missed.  See without the context, it’s impossible to understand the commands.

So grab your Bible and open it to Exodus 19.  We’ll read verses 2 to 8, then jump to the beginning of chapter 20 and then again to chapter 24.  We are covering this whole section.  So please stand with me as we come before God’s word.  Hear now the word of the Lord.

[Read Exodus 19:2-8; 20:1-3; 24:7-11]

This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated.

Now, let’s be honest.  The idea of God thundering from a mountain and commanding obedience, doesn’t sit well with modern people like ourselves.  It sounds harsh and outdated.  Shouldn’t we have evolved past this kind of thing?  Isn’t Christianity supposed to be about love, not law?
…
Throughout this series we’ve looked at how Christianity is unique.  Every other religion is all about doing the right things in order to get the prize.  So you follow the 8-fold-path to gain enlightenment; you do the 5 pillars to get Allah’s reward.  But Christianity is different.  God graciously gives His reward to people who don’t deserve it.

But Christians who don’t understand this have responded in two ways.  Some have legalistically jumped into following all the rules in an attempt to earn God’s favor the way all the other religions do, while others think God’s rules don’t matter at all.

But here’s the problem: both of those reactions – legalism on one hand, and law rejection on the other – miss the point.  And that’s what we’re digging into today.  And so if you’re taking notes here’s where we’re going – we’re going to start with one thing the law never did from the beginning and then look at two things the law was always supposed to accomplish in our lives.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://gospelinlife.com/sermon/the-new-city-2/ (Accessed October 31, 2025)] 


So first, the one thing the law never did from the beginning.  We get this in 19:4 and 20 verse 2.  These are the verses right before the Commandments.  So God says:
You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. Now if you obey Me fully and keep My covenant… (Exodus 19:4-5a)

Stop there.  Notice the progression.  Before God says “Now obey Me” He reminds His people what He has already done.  He says, “I carried you… I brought you to Myself.”  And we get the same thing in chapter 20.  We read:
And God spoke all these words:
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
“You shall have no other gods before Me. (Exodus 20:1-3)

That’s the way the Commandments start, and the order isn’t coincidently, it’s the point.
…
When I first started pastoring at Fort George 15 years ago there was a poster hanging in the office – actually there were two Styrofoam tablets, one with Commandments 1 to 5 and the other with Commandments 6 to 10.  And they looked impressive – replicas straight from Moses – until you realized what was wrong.  

They had all the rules – You shall have no other gods.  You shall not make idols.  Don’t murder.  Don’t covet.  But they had no context.  And the context is everything.

See if you pull the commandments out of their context, they become ten moral tips for being a “good person.”  But they were never intended to be this.  They always started with grace: “I am the Lord your God.  I carried you.  I brought you out of Egypt.”  

And so in my first sermon series here, I made a bit of a scene.  I went all Charlton Heston, took the tablets out of the office and cracked them in half on stage.  It was great.  And let’s just say I spent a lot of time in the elder’s office in those early years.

But my point was that the Commandments were never a checklist for earning God’s love.  They were always a response to it.  God chose His people.  He loved them.  He saved them.  And then He gave them His law – not as a way to earn His favor, but as a way to live in response to His favor.
So what does living in response to God’s favor look like?  That’s where we’re going next – to see two things the law was always designed to accomplish in our lives.

So first, the Law was meant to make us God’s treasure.  Look again at Exodus 19:4.  It reads:
‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. Now if you obey Me fully and keep My covenant, then out of all nations you will be My treasured possession. (Exodus 19:4-5)

God says obedience to His Law is the path to becoming His treasure.  Now remember – He already loves them.  He chose them; He rescued them and carried them out of Egypt while they didn’t lift a bow or row a boat.  So this isn’t about earning His love.  It’s about what comes next.  In other words, God is saying, “I’ve already fallen in love with you.  Now here’s your change to fall in love with Me.”
…
So love is a weird thing full of stages.  It starts with attraction.  One person sees another across the room – at Fort George it’s usually across the sanctuary – and instead of listening to the sermon your brain’s thinking: “Hmm, there’s something about that one.”  

But that’s not love yet that’s interest.  For it to grow into love you need to communicate.  So you need a pickup line – it’s usually something like “Hey, we’re looking for volunteers and I’m wondering if you’d like to join my finance team.”  Now, it’s not a pick-up line every time you get asked to volunteer – I’m going to end up in the elder’s office again.  But let’s leave that.  If the interest is mutual, you both say, “Let’s see where this goes.” 

And then comes the research stage. 

Now when I was in this stage I found out that this cute, farmer-pant-wearing young lady liked chocolate – specifically Lindor chocolate balls.  And she thought I was funny.  So I proceeded to buy a bunch of Lindors, carefully unwrapped them, slipped funny little notes inside, and rewrapped them.  Then when I was invited over for dinner I excused myself to “use the bathroom” and hid those chocolates all around her bedroom. 

Now that is super creepy… unless it’s received as a carefully researched expression of love.  Love is a dangerous game.  You either go to jail, or it works out okay.  

But here’s the point: you can’t grow in love without research.  You have to learn what the other person treasures – and then give it.  That’s how you say, “I see you, and I love you.”

And this is where God’s Law comes in.  It’s not His way of controlling us – it’s His way of revealing Himself to us.  In the Law, God shows us what He values – justice, truth, mercy, kindness, faithfulness.  He’s saying, “Here’s what I treasure.  And if you want to love Me back, pursue these things.”  

See, God’s not a stalker forcing Himself on us.  He’s a lover inviting us to know Him.  And the Law is His way of opening His heart.  And this has always been the first purpose of the Law right from the beginning.  It exists to make us God’s treasure by teaching us how to treasure Him.

And this is what love looks like.  Real love has to move past interest and infatuation.  It has to grow into something mutual and reciprocal.  And then for it to really be love it has to grow deep into understanding.  And this was what was so awesome about Dave and Lila, they knew each other, but hadn’t grown board with this, instead they used their knowledge to keep provoking each other to passion.  And this is the point of the Law.

So God’s Law has never been about earning His favor or salvation, it has always been about giving us the ability to respond to His love.
…
Alright, there is so much more we could unpack here, but let’s jump to the end of the Law – Exodus 24 – and look at a second purpose for the Law.  We read:
Then [Moses] took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do everything the Lord has said; we will obey.”
Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.” (Exodus 24:7-8)

So Moses reads the law, and the people boldly respond, “we will obey everything.”  Really?  Everything?  That’s a completely ridiculous pledge.  What they should have said is “We will try to obey the law some of the time, on Thursdays, when we remember.”  

Like let’s be honest, if there’s one thing Israel’s proven so far, it’s that they are consistently unfaithful.  So God brings them through the Red Sea and they complain and rebel.  Then they run out of food and He gives mana and they they grumble and rebel.  Run out of water – same thing – whine and rebel.  Their track record is flawlessly flawed.  So what do we make of their pledge?

Well, how does Moses respond?  He takes blood and sprinkles it on the people.  Now, that sounds weird.  If this happened at the cell phone kiosk, we’d call security.  But this isn’t weird here.  It’s covenant language.  

So today, when we make agreements, we sign contracts.  But in the ancient world, they cut covenants.  Two parties would sacrifice an animal, cut it in half, and walk between the pieces saying, “If I break my word, may this happen to me.”   And this is what Moses is doing by sprinkling the people with blood.  And it’s a vivid picture – disobedience means death.  That’s the cost of breaking the covenant.

But then something shocking happens.  Immediately the leaders go up the mountain with Moses and they see God.  And not only that, they eat and drink with Him.  
That’s incredible!  They haven’t even had a chance to obey yet – and given their track record, they can’t expect to do very well.  But God still invites them to His table.

And don’t miss this: in the ancient Middle East, sharing a meal was the highest expression of acceptance.  It meant, “You belong with me.”  So here’s the stunning truth: God gives His people the blessings of the covenant before they’ve done any of it.  Now how does this work?  I mean beyond just eating with them how come they aren’t consumed by His holiness?  
…
We are going to look at this a little more next week, but for today all we need to see is that the text doesn’t explain it – but it foreshadows something.  And in Hebrews 10, after Jesus, we see the mystery unpacked.  Hebrews says:
Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience (Hebrews 10:22)

See what’s happening?  The blood sprinkled on Israel points forward to another sprinkling – the blood of Jesus.

God knew His people weren’t going to keep His covenant; He knew we couldn’t.  But He also knew that one day, Jesus would shed His blood to fulfill the law.

On the cross, Jesus took the curse of the covenant – the “cut in pieces” part – so we could receive the blessing.  He got what we deserve so we could get what He deserves.  See He was perfectly obedient, so He earned the right to see God and eat and drink with Him.  And we have all been disobedient, so we deserve death.  But Jesus took our place so we could have His blessing.  That’s grace.

So we are brought into the covenant by grace – God chooses us and loves us and saves us first.  And we stay in the covenant by grace – He keeps choosing and loving and saving us despite ourselves.  

And this is the story of the Law – really this is the story of all scripture.  God didn’t stand at the top of the mountain shouting “Climb up to Me!”  He came down; He carried His people on eagles’ wings, and He brought us to Himself.  He loved and rescued first.  And then He said, “Now, let Me show you how love lives.”  Let’s grow to treasure each other.
…
When I think back to that old couple I still remember the way they looked at each other – the joy that came from their shared faithfulness – their love wasn’t built on rules.  But without even realizing it, they had learned the rules of love and given themselves to obeying them.  And they became each other’s treasure.



And this is what God wants with us.  The sparks of first attraction are fun, but real love is a steady flame that results form a lifetime of research into what it is that brings the other pleasure.  And that’s why God gave His Law.  And when we see this, we realize that true love loves His Law.  

So here’s the invite: don’t settle for being saved – fall in love.  Don’t stop at grace received – grow into grace returned.  Learn what delights God and give it back to Him.  That’s what the Law’s about: the God who rescues us, treasures us, and He knows that when we treasure Him, we get what He created us to enjoy.  So love the Law.
