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Among the wide variety of natural gifts that God grants is the ability 
to clearly envision a project long before it physically takes shape. 
This year, as we move into the season of Thanksgiving, I’m finding 
myself especially appreciative of folks like Ryan Alvin, Jerilyn Alsum, 
and Excel Engineering designers, and of hands-on guys like Jim, 
Jeff and Micah VanderVelde and others as over the past two months 

I’ve watched ideas and drawings transform into walls, rooms and a home for new 
ministry. 
  
I’m grateful to say that The Gathering Place project has remained on budget and 
on schedule for completion by the beginning of December. Because of generous 
contributions that continue to come in, we are about $40,000-$50,000 away from 
complete funding, and the Consistory has decided that given the healthy cushion 
of our General Fund, we are in good position to loan ourselves the money to finish, 
instead of seeking bank financing, while we complete our fundraising. Looking 
ahead, the Deacon Board is also compiling The Gathering Place’s annual cost 
estimates in preparation for the December Congregational Meeting. 
  
As I said, we are deeply thankful to those whose logistical gifts – the ability to see 
things before they’re there – have kept us on track, but what I’ve also noticed is 
that for some of the rest of us, seeing things physically take shape is what’s stirred 
fresh thoughts about how Christ might work through The Gathering Place. One 
conversation has raised the idea of capitalizing on easy, no-stairs accessibility by 
offering a place for community members to share Meals on Wheels together. 
Others are pursuing the idea of bringing in worship bands for occasional special 
nights of community worship. In addition to its immediate uses for Sunday School 
and Youth Group, there have also been community inquiries for family gatherings 
and grad parties. 
  
Even as we begin forming our initial plans, I’m also excited to discover the 
purposes God has in mind for this project that we haven’t yet anticipated, and 
perhaps one of those purposes is an idea that’s stirring in your mind! To stay 
faithful, though, in all gifts God has given us, individually or as a church, what we 
need above all is, as Paul calls it, “the mind of Christ”. “Not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of others” (Phil.2:4). God’s purpose in 
every church is to plant a light of the good news, an embassy of his glorious 
Kingdom in communities all over the world. I trust that Christ’s Holy Spirit will 
respond to prayers as we explore new ways to invite others to share in God’s 
grace to us and to gather in Christ’s name. 
  
God’s Kingdom come, Pastor Luke 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Happy Birthday 
 

2   Seth Cupery 
4   Jamie Weaver 
5   Brian Cupery 
      Deb Cupery 
         Melanie Hughes 
6      Michelle Retzlaff 
8       Zach Hughes 
12      Dennis Vander Werff  
13   Rich Hiley 
15   Josh Meyer 
23     Zoe Kok 
24     Cason Retzlaff 
27   Jason Kok 
                

 
Happy Anniversary 

 
1       Richard & Diane Hicks (50th) 
6   Fred & Stacy Saeman   
9   Gerry & Karen Meekma  
18   Randy & Marlene Alsum  
22   Jim & Pam Bylsma (50th)  
26  Brian & Deb Cupery  

If your birthday or anniversary is missing or  
incorrect, contact Jana at 920-210-2784 or  

1strandolphoffice@gmail.com 
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Serving the Congregation 

Youth Group Schedule 

Date Nursery Kids Church 

November 2 Jessica Spors Tessa,& Annika Reed Abigail Stiemsma 

November 9 Tessa Reed Lydia VanBuren, Emma Grieger, Saige Pfeffer 

November 16 Kati Hiley Abigail Stiemsma, Annika & Vince Reed 

November 23 Stacy Saeman Amy & Annika Reed Abigail Stiemsma 

November 30 Deb Wells Holly & Saige Pfeffer, Frederick Baneck 

Date Activity 

November 2 TBD 

November 9 TBD 

November 16 Service Project: Pack Shoeboxes 

November 23 TBD 

November 30 Thanksgiving Break 

Cornerstone  
Sundays 5:00-6:15pm 

Date Activity 

November 2 World Table 

November 9 Game Night 

November 16 Service Project: Pack Shoeboxes 

November 23 Thanksgiving World Table 

November 30 Thanksgiving Break 

RCYF 
Sundays 6:15-7:30pm 



4 

 

 

  
Consistory Meeting October 13, 2025 - 7:00pm 

Present: Pastor Luke, John VerHage, Mary Paul, Bob Johnson, Ryan Alvin, Mike Grieger, Darren Alsum, 
Jason Stiemsma, Hugh Roberts, Todd Leystra 
 
Devotion and Opening Prayer – Darren Alsum 
Darren opened with devotions and prayer citing Mathew 7:7, James 1:5-6, Philippians 4:11-13, as verses 
that keep us grounded and focused on our faith in God. 
 
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Luke:   
Pastors Report: Pastor Luke expressed his desire to more finely tune Profession of Faith classes and New 
Member class to more precisely fit the circumstance. He also shared a potential opportunity in supporting 
several young adults in starting Bible studies. 
 
Elders Report – Mary Paul 
Mary reported that discussion was held on congregational needs and prayers were offered. 
 
Deacon Report – Bob Johnson 
Bob reported that the deacons discussed protocols in receiving requests for financial assistance. 
 
TEAM REPORTS 
Finance Report – Bob Johnson 

General Fund- $123,527.00 
Benevolent Fund- $47,077.00 

 Building Fund- $72,736.11 
 
MSC: to borrow funds from the General Fund for the Gathering Place if necessary. 
MSC: to approve the finance report. 
 
Education Report – John VerHage 
John reported that Shirley and Stacy are happy with how smoothly things are running at all grade levels. 
 
Decorating Team – Mike Grieger 
Nothing to report. 
 
Mission Report – Ryan Alvin 
Ryan stated the sign by High street will be installed by 
October 24 and the Gathering Place should be finished 
by December 1. 
 
Property – Jason Stiemsma 
It was brought to the Deacon Board’s attention that the 
pavement leading from the northwest exit of the church 
to the sidewalk needs repair. Since this pavement is 
rarely used, the Deacon Board decided to remove the 
pavement and replace it with grass. 
The furnace in the parsonage will need to be ad-
dressed at some point in the future. 
 
 

 

October Consistory Minutes 

September 2025 Financial Report………. 
 
General Fund:
Offerings         $17,787.00 
Disbursements           $15,222.95 

Benevolent Fund:
General Offering      $   2195.00  
Special Offering      $   5365.00    
      
Disbursements  
Fishers of Men      $     100.00 
Emily Dykstra                           $     425.00 
Pollasch                                  $     250.00 
RCS                                           $     350.00 
WNWC        $   1260.00 
Gathering Place      $     951.05 
     
Building Fund: 
Offerings        $     883.39 
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Personnel Report – Rita Hookstead 
2026 staff salaries were discussed. 
MSC: to hold salaries in place. 
 
Additional Business 
Consistory discussed potential nominees for 2026-27 elders 
and deacons. With 3 elders and 3 deacon terms coming to an 
end in 2025, Consistory is seeking a slate of at least 5 elder 
nominees and 5 deacon nominees for selection by lot at the 
December Congregational meeting. 14 potential nominees 
were agreed upon with an elder or deacon assigned to con-
tact each person. The deadline for the 2026-27 Elder/Deacon 
Nominee slate is Sunday, November 23. 
 
MSC: to adjourn. Closing prayer offered by Pastor Luke   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Consistory Minutes Cont. 

October 2025 Financial Report………. 
 
General Fund: 
Offerings         $12,983.00 
Disbursements                            $15,906.67   
 
Benevolent Fund: 
General Offering      $   4125.00  
Special Offering      $       25.00 
         
Disbursements  
Local Needs       $     400.00 
Emily Dykstra                           $     275.00 
Pollasch                                  $     250.00 
Fisher of Men                                 $     100.00 
WNWC        $       25.00 
     
Building Fund: 
Offerings        $     125.00   
Disbursements      $   3160.93 
Parsonage Refrigerator     $   1528.67 
Gathering Place Building    $   4265.65  

Save The Date 

Women’s Christmas 
Tea 

 
        Sisters Keepers     
   invites you to their     
annual Christmas Tea 

on Saturday, December 6 at 9 a.m. This 
year’s theme is “At Christmas All Roads 
Lead Home.”  All women, girls, friends, and 
family are welcome. More information will be 
shared soon. 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 

Wednesday, November 26, 
6:15p.m. following Harvest 

Soup Supper 
 

Thanksgiving offering will be 
received. 

 

Surviving the  
Holidays 

 
Saturday, November 22    

8:30am-10:30am 
 

For any inquiries, please 

contact Lois Wendlandt at 

920-382-3859. 

Harvest Soup Supper 
 

Wednesdays in  November  
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m 

Free Will Offering—Proceeds to benefit     
Fox Lake Food Pantry 

 
      Nov.   5—Chicken Noodle & Chili 
       Nov. 12—Butternut Squash & Chicken Wild Rice 
       Nov. 19—Broccoli Cheddar & Minestrone 
       Nov. 26—White Chicken Chili & Ham Potato 
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Youth Group News 

Cornerstone sent 8 Students and 2 adults to travel about 3 hours to attend Silver Birch 
Retreat the weekend of October 10-12.  The theme for the weekend was "Be 
Transformed". We enjoyed activities, wall climbing, zip lining, and air soft that were 
offered to us.  We also enjoyed card games between us and hanging out at the 
Cafe.   We also attended worship with singing and a speaker.    We  had our own 
devotions after each session.    A few students did the Polar Plunge on early Saturday 
morning,  brrr.  It was a fun weekend for all. 
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Youth Group Soup Supper 

Thanks to everyone who came to the Soup Supper or did the Drive Thru.  Thanks to 

parents for donating food. I was appreciated and delicious.  Thanks to Pastor Keith, Deb, 

Travis and Becca for your help.  We were able to raise $1,354.75 to buy items for Christmas 

Shoeboxes. We will be going shopping November 16 and I am sure we will have a good 

time shopping and stuffing the shoeboxes.   
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Honoring Church Members Who Have Served 

Clarence Alderden            Marvin Alderden        Robert Alderden 

Bernard Bartelt         Leo DeBoer         Louie DeBoer  

George DeVries         Melvin DeYoung       Roger DeYoung 

Bill Dykstra          Howard Dykstra        Joseph Dykstra    

Severyn Dykstra        Butch Dybvik         John Haima    

Albert Homan         Reuben Horton        Phil Karow    

Larry Kok           Jack Levy          Bill Meekma Jr   

Gerry Meekma         Wayne Meekma       Jon Meyer       

Bill Minnema Jr         Howard Minnema       Richard Nieman 

David Pickhardt         Henry Posthuma       Ben Smedema     

Curtis Smedema        Ellis Smedema        George Smedema    

Jim Smedema         Ralph Smedema       Alfred Syens      

Clifford Syens         Delbert Syens        Eldon Syens      

Gerald Syens         Ronald Syens        Theodore Syens    

Robert Systma         Nathan Tamminga       Norris Tamminga    

Ted Tamminga         Al Tillema          Dale Tillema      

Henry VanHewaarden      Brian VanderGalien      Casey VanderGalien   

Melvin VanderMeer       Gordon VanderVelde      Aric VanderWerff   

Kenneth L. VanderWerff      Kenneth G. VanderWerff    John VanderWerff    

Louis VanderWerff        Paul VanderWerff 

Rudy VanderWerff        John VerHage Jr 

Lawrence Vredeveld                           Gerrit Vredeveld  

John Carl Westra                                 John H. Westra 

Lawrence Westra                        Garret Wiersma 

Ken Zieman, Sr. 



9 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Partners in Mission (PIM) 

Brian & Beth Bruxvoort (RCA - Alaska) 

Wayne & Miho Jansen (RCA - Japan)  

Roger & Sue Scheenstra (RCA - Kenya) 

Blaine & Kathleen Newhouse (RCA - Bahrain) 

 

Other Mission Partners 
Julie Claassen(Fishers of Men) Mexico 

Emily Dykstra—Cru Milwaukee Metro 

Tom & Colleen Fraser—Cru Pennsylvania 

Chris & Sarah Pollasch—France 

Bob & Chris Prouty—Cru Australia 

John & Karen Zilens—Barnabus International 

 

Other Mission Organizations 
Bethany Christian Services 

Child Evangelism Fellowship of Wisconsin 
Church Health Services 

Crisis Pregnancy Centers (Columbia & Dodge County) 
Focus on the Family Ministry 

Gideons International  
Habitat for Humanity 

LifeLine Connection of Dodge County 
Local Food Pantries 

Haiti Empowered 
Randolph Christian School 

Randolph Public School Teacher Care Fund 
Salvation Army 

Samaritan’s Purse 
WNWC - Christian Radio - Madison Life 102.5 

Words of Hope 
 

 
                                    *This list may be subjected to changes or additions. 

 2025 Thanksgiving Offering, Wednesday, November 26 at 6:00PM—This 

is your opportunity to designate your gift to any of the projects listed 

below.  Prayerfully consider your gift and give as the Lord has blessed you 

this past year.  Make your gift one of sacrifice. Please make you checks 

payable to Randolph First Reformed Church. 
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Children’s Activity Page 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       1 

8:30am 

GriefShare 

2 
9am Worship  
Communion  
5:00pm CS 
6:15pm RCYF 
 

3 
6:30pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study  
Lesson 30 

4 
8:30am 
Ephesians  
Bible Study 
6:30pm Prayer 
Team 

5 
3:30pm 
Catechism 
5:30pm 
Harvest Soup 
Supper 

6 
 
 

7 8 

8:30am 

GriefShare 

9 
9am Worship  
5:00pm CS 
6:15pm RCYF 
      

10 
6:30pm Elder’s  

Meeting 

7pm Consistory 

 
 

11 
 
8:30am 
Ephesians  
Bible Study 

12 
3:30pm 
Catechism 
5:30pm 
Harvest Soup 
Supper 

 

13 
 
 

14 15 

8:30am 

GriefShare 

16 
9am Worship  
5:00pm CS 
6:15pm RCYF 
OCC Boxes are 
due 

17 
6:30pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study  
Lesson 31 

 
 

18 

8:30am 
Ephesians 
 Bible Study 

19 
3:30pm 
Catechism 
5:30pm 
Harvest Soup 
Supper 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

21 12 
8:30-10:30am 
GriefShare:  
Surviving the 
Holidays 

23 
9am Worship  
5:00pm CS 
6:15pm RCYF 
 
 

24 25 
 
8:30am 
Ephesians  
Bible Study 

 

26 
No Catechism 
5:30 Harvest 
Soup Supper 
6:15pm 
Thanksgiving 
Eve Service 

27 
 
Thanksgiving 

28 29 

 

30 
9am Worship  
No CS 
No  RCYF 
1st Sunday of 
Advent 

      


