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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

& FIFTH SUNDAY OF LUKE
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ANEMPODISTOS OF PERSIA
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the
women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation.
And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been
spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE PERSIAN MARTYRS IN TONE TWO

Blessed is the earth that drank your blood, O prizewinners of the Lord, and
holy are the tabernacles that received your spirits; for in the stadium ye
triumphed over the enemy, and ye proclaimed Christ with boldness. Beseech
Him, we pray, since He is good, to save our souls.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN

When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, Thou
didst reveal Thy glory to Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it.
Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us sinners, through the
intercessions of the Theotokos, O Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee.
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ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the
Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have
sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry
unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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THE EPISTLE
O Lord, how magnified are Thy works.
In wisdom hast Thou made them all. Bless the Lord, O my soul.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (2:16-20)
Brethren, you know that a man is not justified by works of the Law but through
faith in Jesus Christ. Even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be
justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the Law, because by works of
the Law shall no one be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be justified in
Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin?
Certainly not! But if I build up again those things which I tore down, then I
prove myself a transgressor. For I through the Law died to the Law, that I
might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer [ who live,
but Christ Who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith
in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me.
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (16:19-31)
The Lord said, “There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor
man named Lazarus, full of sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from
the rich man’s table; moreover, the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor
man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man
also died and was buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his
eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom. And he called out,
‘Father Abraham, have mercy upon me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of
his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.’
But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that you in your lifetime received your
good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted
here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a
great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to
you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.” And he said,
“Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house, for I have five
brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of
torment.” But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them
hear them.” And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them
from the dead, they will repent.” He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses
and the prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from
the dead.
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TRISAGION PRAYER
3-9 days memorial service in memory of Elias Youssef, offered by V. Rev.
Fr. Samer Youssef, Kh. Julianna, Dimitry, Damian and Dominic, and the
Youssef family.

TRISAGION PRAYER
6 Months memorial service in memory of George Khoury, offered by his son
Richard, his sisters: Mary Kort and Basimah Farsoun, his brother Tony
Khoury and the Khoury, Kort, and Farsoun families. Memory Eternal!

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION
OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good of
the parish council members, the building committee and the Ladies
Auxiliary and their families. Many Years!




OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good
health of all the families in Gaza, Palestine, Syria, Lebanon and Ukraine and
all the countries has the unrest in the world. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer Youssef, Kh. Julianna, Dimitry, Damian and
Dominic for the good health of Fr. Samer’s mother Victoria Khattouf and his
siblings; Amer, Eiad, Lina and their families. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Richard Khoury for the good health of his siblings and the
Khoury, Kort and Farsoun families. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Daniell, Joyce Otell and family in memory of beloved father
and grandfather, Sami Otell (6 Years memorial). Memory Eternal!

COFFEE HOUR
Offered By: The Khoury, Otell and Youssef families

(To host the Coffee Hour, please contact Wardeh Asfour @408-718-3339)
office@orthodoxredeemer.org

Online Link: https://holytransfiguration.breezechms.com/form/26¢422

Services Schedule Every Week
Matins @ 9:00 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 AM
Vespers: Every Saturday @ 5:00 PM
(Please check your email in case of any cancellations for Vespers)

PARISH COUNCIL 2025
The Parish Council members’ of 2025. Chair President; Bassam Khoury,
Vice-Chair; Linda Salah, Treasurer; Dania Amireh Baker, Secretary; Maria
Segal, Jad Bateh, Sana Eideh, Johnny Khamis, Didi Kreitem, Maher Fasheh
and Rowida Barghouth. Sheila Veizades will represent the Antiochian
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Women Committee and Salem Aweiss will represent the Men Fellowship
Committee.

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 2025
The Antiochian Women Committee Leaders of 2025. Wardeh Asfour,
Rowida Barghouth, Rima Gannage, Diana Khoury, Sheila Veizades and
Hala Aboujudom (Sunshine).

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER YOUNG ADULTS
Young adults (college age and up to 39-1/2) meet on the first Sunday of the

month and organize social, educational, and volunteer activities. For more
information, please contact Fr. Theodor Sakellar @ 408-455-8145

SOYO (YOUTH GROUP 12-18 YEARS)
Our SOYO (Youth Group) is active through the leadership of the Advisors:
Dominic Youssef and Caesar Haddad. The officers are: President; Isabella
Zarzar, Vice-President; Riad Akery, Secretary; Adriana Ajlouni, Treasurer;
Breanna Zarzar, Social Media Coordinator; Eliana Halteh.

[ <& SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNER
Sunday School Registration is now open. Please register your children
ASAP. Registration forms are available at the church hall or on church
Website: http://www.orthodoxredeemer.org/schoolregistration

School Schedule:

Sunday school starts 9/14/25 and ends 5/17/26. Sunday school graduation
Ceremony will be on 5/17/26. Sunday school classes begin after communion
and ends at 12:30pm.

Teachers: Samuel Hage, Hussam Ibrahim, Dimitry Youssef, Heather
Simonovich, Randa Hanani and Jocelyn Mikhael. Caitlin Timothy and Alia
Nystrom as back-up/support.


http://www.orthodoxredeemer.org/schoolregistration

Orthodoxy 101 Class
Classes Schedule: November 2nd, 9th & 16th
Sunday School Classroom after Sunday School is out

Join us as we explore one of the most beloved and inspiring works of early
Christian faith. On the Incarnation by St Athanasius is a short, approachable
book that beautifully explains why Christ came into the world and what His
life, death, and resurrection mean for us today. Everyone is welcome—no
theology background needed!

If you would like a copy, get it here! ;

"On Our Way to Bethlehem"

ON
OUR WAY

Bé’thlehem

Christmas Musical
for Childre:

CHRISTMAS PLAY

Sunday December 21, 2025

This year’s Sunday School Christmas pageant is "On Our Way to
Bethlehem" to be performed after Divine Liturgy on Sunday December 21st.

We will begin casting after church this Sunday October 5, 2025, and
rehearse every Sunday for about 1 hour following the end of Sunday School.
Dress rehearsal will be on Saturday December 20 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM, and
the play will be after Liturgy on Sunday December 21. Parents are requested
to sign up their children this Sunday and to bring them to church/rehearsal



every Sunday. Thank you! --Nancy Godfrey—email any questions to:
pianogurl26@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE CHURCH
Please save the date
- Advent Fast: Fast starts November 15- December 24.
- Blessing of the Girls: November 23, blessing of the girls after the
Divine Liturgy. Please make sure to bring your daughter to church.
- Thanksgiving Agape: Potluck Luncheon on Sunday November 23
after the Divine Liturgy.
- St. Barbara Day: December 7, sponsored by the ladies auxiliary.
Please bring a pot of our traditional Burbara to share with everyone.
- Christmas Play: December 21, Christmas play after the Liturgy.
- Christmas Services: Evening, Divine Liturgy for the Nativity on Dec
24th @ 8:00pm.

On Artificial Living
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

A couple once came to see me. They were constantly quarreling and blaming
each other. As we spoke, it became clear that their problem was financial. Their
spending far exceeded their income, forcing them to borrow money even though
their income was not small compared to the average in our society.

I suggested a very simple solution: each of them should keep a small notebook and
write down, every day, all their expenses. At the end of the month, they should sit
together and categorize their spending—food, healthcare, communication, and so
on. “After several months, you’ll know how much you truly need for each area of
your life,” I told them. “You’ll also be able to distinguish between what is necessary
and what is extra. Then you can set a fixed amount for each category. And if one
month you must exceed a limit in one area, compensate by spending less in another, so
you never fall into debt.”
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They left relieved—but after the first month, they stopped. “We were shocked,”
they told me later, “by how much we were spending, and we became afraid to
continue budgeting.”

There are many couples like them. The strange thing in our society is that people are
rarely taught, as children, the virtues of prudence and moderation in spending—and
they seldom learn them as adults. So they end up being led by others, by the culture,
and by the consumerist climate around them. Few truly lead themselves—Iiving in a
way that suits them, not others; choosing what benefits their soul, not what impresses
their peers; and shaping their life according to what they see as good, not what others
dictate.

Economically speaking, as inflation continues to weigh on most people, we see
that rising prices seldom push them to reorganize their lives wisely and
peacefully. They do not begin with simple steps like conserving energy in their
homes. Instead, they live under constant tension, striving to appear wealthier than
they are—even if it means borrowing and weighing themselves down with more
debt. The result is more anxiety, more complaints, and more exhaustion.

Because the spiritual dimension of their lives is shallow, they find no true relief
from their worries. So they throw themselves deeper into the same whirlwind of
endless activity—believing that entertainment and distraction will free them
from their stress and emptiness. But once the diversion ends, they return to the
same anxiety and fatigue. And so the cycle repeats, grinding them down until
their life is spent.

Faced with the relentless grind of consumer society, which crushes people and drains
their physical, spiritual, and material resources, we are in dire need, first and
foremost, of courage and faith in God and in ourselves. Following that, we need to
learn the art of moderation and managing our daily affairs in the best way possible,
not merely the easy way.

Within every human being lies a desire to appear admirable before others. This
desire may vary in intensity from one person to another, yet the need to exist in the
eyes of others, rather than in our own, remains strong.



Do we notice how fashion constantly changes? Or how the images of celebrities
shape our behavior? How much do these things push us toward a life of pretense—
toward extravagant celebrations and “luxurious” weddings that exhaust us?

A wise woman once said to me, describing her family: “They don’t live for
themselves—they live for others. They are enslaved by their desire to look good
in others’ eyes, even falsely, and they pay for it with their happiness and health.”

Today’s world leaves no room for our carelessness. Life has become profoundly
consumerist, built on the illusion that happiness comes from shopping and
spending. In truth, happiness is born from contentment with what is essential.
Luxuries have never been a source of lasting joy; they are only brief moments of
pleasure that fade quickly.

True happiness wells up from within—from the peace that comes through God’s
presence in our lives; from a soul that knows the meaning of its existence; from
one who has learned to distinguish between what is necessary and what is
superfluous; from one who wishes to live according to what truly suits him and
not what others expect.

Such a person has the courage to live by their spiritual convictions rather than by
social trends. In short, happiness belongs to the one who is secure enough to seek
what is right and pleasing to God and conscience, even when it contradicts the
customs of society.

The wise seek approval in the eyes of God, and then in their own—not in the
opinions of others. They do not care if others look down on them for living
simply, because their sense of worth comes not from human praise but from the
joy of God’s approval and the integrity of their soul.

We still resist the first step in the ladder of priorities—the call to simplicity—
even though deep down everyone longs for it. The Gospel invites us again and
again:

e “Give us this day our daily (essential) bread...” (Matt. 6:11)

e “Do not be anxious about what you will eat or drink...” (Matt. 6:25)



e “One thing is needful... Mary has chosen the good portion, which shall
not be taken away from her...” (Luke 10:42)

e “Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you...” (Matt. 6:33)

e “Flee from the love of money, from the love of power, and from the
pride of life...” (see 1 Tim. 6:10, 2 Tim. 2:22, 1 John 2:16)

Do we ever ask ourselves, when we act extravagantly or live beyond our means,
whether we are contradicting the Gospel? Or are we simply unaware, misusing
the popular saying, “Everything has its time,” as our excuse?

How much careful discernment we need to gain that blessed spiritual sensitivity
that helps us tell what is necessary from what is not, what benefits from what
harms, what is essential from what is excessive!

How much courage and confidence we need to show our true selves, to live
according to our convictions without shame, and to despise what contradicts our
principles instead of feeling ashamed by them!

How much trust in ourselves and in our beliefs we need, so that we do not rush
to imitate others out of fear of seeming lesser than they!

When will we realize that we grow in stature when we resist the tide of
consumerism and rejoice in simple living, content with God’s presence in our
lives—and that we shrink when we chase after artificial living, which gives
fleeting excitement but steals our lasting joy?

“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things; but one thing
is needful” (Luke 10:41-42).
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Slavvanka Chorus

On Sunday, November 16th at 3:30 PM, sixty singers of the Slavyanka Chorus will give a
performance of Sergei Rachmaninoff’s A/l Night Vigil (aka, “Vespers”) in the sanctuary.
Written in 1915, many consider this sublime piece the high point of Russia’s golden age of
sacred music -- and a window into a 1000 year old spiritual tradition little known in the
West. In the musical richness and spiritual depth of this music you can hear the liturgical
chants of ancient Russia —and the harmonies and rhythms of an enormously gifted
composer giving those ancient chants new life for a modern era. More information at
<http://www.slavyankachorus.org>.

SLAVYANKA CHORUS PRESENTS



http://www.slavyankachorus.org/

