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Good morning, it's lovely to be with you here today.
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As you probably know, | am the pastor with Joy Fellowship. That's a church that meets right here in this
church in this sanctuary on Sunday afternoons at 1:20 should you ever care to join us.
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We are so grateful because literally every time we have a meeting we realize God's provision for us through
your kind care towards us in welcoming us into your building.
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Joy Fellowship is a group of — as we call it — a church of people of all abilities. What that translates to in
real life is a church with many people with disabilities.
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That means we sometimes have a little different perspective on the church and the way things happen in
church because of that reality.
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So, if you do ever happen to join us, you might find it a little more chaotic than a typical church service here
or in other churches you may have visited.
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We certainly realize that that chaos is part of who we are.
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Some of our members like to join in with our worship band on tambourines or other musical instruments.
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They may be literally playing to a different beat, but that doesn't mean they aren't worshipping the same
God.
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People of Joy Fellowship are also much more free to express themselves in lots of ways.
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| doubt that anyone today will interrupt me in the middle of a sentence to ask me a question about what it
means to forgive or what time their HandyDART is coming to pick them up. (The answer is always, "Oh,
pretty soon™!)
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Yes, Joy Fellowship is my family nowadays.
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But | come from a big family already and there were 14 of us, children; and my parents were loving and
supportive.
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| know not many people have an experience like that in life and | would never complain about it.
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But one of the problems of having loving, supportive parents is that you tend to grow up with a healthy self-
esteem and if you're the second last of 14 kids, it's even possible that you might have a shall-we-say
'slightly too healthy' self-esteem.
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So one of the things I've had to learn and God has been teaching me as | became part of Joy Fellowship
was get my ego under control.
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But it's not just because I'm part of Joy Fellowship that | should get my ego under control. It's because
Jesus warns us of the dangers of thinking too highly of ourselves.
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And that takes us to the passage for today.
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In Luke 18, Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem—for the very last time, in fact.
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When he gets to Jerusalem, he will go through the passion and his crucifixion and resurrection.
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But along the way, he's trying to teach some of those key, final lessons to his disciples who are following
him on the pathway to Jerusalem.
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Throughout his ministry to this point, the people who have caused him the most problems were the
Pharisees and the Sadducees, the teachers of the Law and the high priests.
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They're going to continue causing problems. In fact, they are the ones who are going to lead to his death.
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So at this point, Jesus tells a story to explain what their problem really is.
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If that had been me, | would have told this story to anyone but the hypocrites it is talking about.
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In fact, the Bible tells us that Jesus told the story to the very people that he's talking about in the story.
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At this point, Jesus wasn't worried about what people thought of him, and especially what the people
thought who had already decided that he was the enemy.
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He had had a year or two of incredible popularity, based mostly on the fact that he could do miracles that
changed people's lives,
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and as they started to follow him because of the miracles, he started to teach them more deeply about what
God was like, what God wanted of them.
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So he's talking to the people that—as the New International Readers Version describes them—were “sure
they were right with God. They looked down on everyone.” (v9)
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Sometimes at Joy Fellowship we use cartoon video stories of the Bible to help our guys to understand.
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A few years back, the series we were using had a good way to remember things.
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Every time it referred to the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the scribes or the teachers of the law, it called them
the “super special holy people” and the narrator used a 'super special holy voice' to talk about them.
FHIRENEFIZEA ~ BEBIZA ~ SCEEERINNT - ShE TPy SERRERIZEI N FaE LS B
Rl S " SR FiAt A ] -

So, if you hear me sliding into my super special, holy voice, that's why, because our guys expect me to
always refer to them as the super special holy people who use their super special holy voices, so that's how
it goes.
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So Jesus tells the super special holy people this little story.
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He said that once there were two people who went up to the temple to pray. One of them was a Pharisee
and the other was a tax collector.
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Now | don't know if there are any tax collectors in this congregation, but if there are, | don't think you'll be
surprised to hear that not everyone is a fan of tax collectors.
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In fact, in Jesus' day, the Jewish tax collectors, who were collecting money for the Roman government, the
oppressors, were amongst the most hated people of the nation of Israel.
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Everyone who wasn't a tax collector looked down upon them.
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So we've got her two main characters: a Pharisee, who thinks so highly of himself, especially of his
religious acts,
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and a tax collector was very unlikely to be proud of his religious acts, given that everyone in organized
religion of the time told him that he was a bad man.
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Jesus tells us that the Pharisee stood before the people, in front of them, by himself and began to pray to
God.
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He started out by saying thank you. That's a good way to start a prayer. Thanking God for all that he has
done for us is lovely — except that's not what the Pharisee was thanking God for.
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Instead he says | thank you that | am not like other people. In other words: | thank you that | am better than
everyone around me.

HUMARZ - i - “FREGEHRIAGAIATAE" > #i5 2 - IR IR HE R N FE T -

| used to receive letters from a man who often ended them with this little credo: “I have never fornicated in
my life, never used illegal drugs, never smoked, never joined a gang, never got drunk, and never
murdered.”
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| don't know him well enough to say that he was a Pharisee, of course, but it sure felt like a little list of all
the things that other people do, and that he didn't do. And that seems to be the real problem of the
Pharisees.
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They separate sins into two groups. First, there are the awful, awful things that those people out there do
and then there are those barely problems at all that | do.
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It's where we came up with the expression “a white lie.” When you tell a lie, it's a bare-faced falsehood but
when | tell a lie it's just “a little white lie.”

ERAIEAA T “SENRS" XML o BIRETR VS /R EERIETGR - B A 2 SRR E
There're those awful sins that you do that are painful to God and hurt him and there're the cute little sinful
things that | do that he doesn't even notice.
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And that's what Jesus is talking about in this Pharisees' prayer.
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He lists the same kind of list that my friend uses. | thank you, he says, but | am not a robber. I'm not
someone who commits adultery. I'm not even like a tax collector.
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Then, to make sure God really knows he's doing fine, he lists a few things that he does do: he fasts twice a
week and he always gives 10% to his church.
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And those are good things to do, but when we think that those are things that make us good enough for
God, then we have committed the biggest sin there is.
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And that is putting ourselves in the place of God, even in our minds.
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If we really want to be like God, if we want to follow Jesus, we need to learn from him, not try to teach him.
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And on this, his last journey before his death, we need to be like the other guy in the story.
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It tells us that the tax collector stood “farther away.” | assume that means farther away from the centre of
things.
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The Pharisee had put himself in the centre of the temple. As he praised himself, he made himself the centre
of the universe.
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As far as we can tell, the tax collector stood well away from there, and he would not even look up to
heaven. He was so contrite about his sins that he simply prayed.
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He brought his hand to his heart and prayed. "God have mercy on me. | am a sinner."
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That's who God is looking for. Not people who are good at doing church things, who look good on a Sunday
when they come to church, who think that the things they do are OK and the things that other people do are
not OK.
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God is looking for those of us who call out to him, saying “have mercy on me a sinner.”
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| know that that's what God's looking for because of how Jesus finishes this parable: “l tell you the tax
collector went home, accepted by God but not the Pharisee.”
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One of the things that we learn in Joy Fellowship is that everyone can respond to God in faith and
repentance.
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In just a few minutes, we'll be celebrating communion together.
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| want to leave you with a story that is often re-told.
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| heard it told of a man called George McDonald who was kind of a mentor to CS Lewis, whom you may
have heard of.
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Others attribute it to a Scottish pastor or professor named John Duncan, and | have seen it attributed to
others, as well.
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But never mind that: it's such a true story in the deepest sense of the word true, that it doesn't matter who
first uttered the words.
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A wise man was at a church on a Sunday when they were serving communion.
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There was also a young lady there who was upset about the things that she had done in her life - she was

in full-on repenting mode. *****
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Sorry for that little dead air there.
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It's because in my church, | always have to pause after | mention the word repentance for one of our

frequent contributors from the front row to explain to everyone that “Repent means say you are sorry and

you'll never do it again.”
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Soon it came time for communion in the service.
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The young woman was looking at the symbols of Jesus' body broken and his life poured out for us.
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And suddenly she was overwhelmed with her shame and grief over all she had done in her life. Tears

poured freely, and she refused the bread as it was offered to her.
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It was then that the old Scottish pastor came up to her with the bread. He offered it to her again, despite her

obvious feelings of failure.
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And he said to her in his Scottish brogue: "Take it, Lassie. It's meant for sinners".
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And we can add: "Take it, laddie. It's meant for sinners".
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"Take it, all of you. It's meant for sinners". And that's what we need to remember from this parable.
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God's grace is for sinners, and we can take it into our lives by merely accepting it, not thinking that we are

better than God's mercy and forgiveness.
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We all start out as sinners but we can all become forgiven sinners, because of what Jesus has done for us.
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