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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Advent Signs

Few things in life are as jarring as awakening to the shriek of a fire alarm. Of course, that is by
design. The safety of those gathered indoors calls for a blaring warning of impending danger so
that all might be delivered from harm. Jesus offers a similar signal to his beloveds today, begging
us to pay attention to the seriousness of the message he bears: Be ready! Keep awake! Pay
attention to your surroundings! Deliverance is coming soon!

Advent is a season of preparation, directing our focus toward the incarnation, toward Christmas,
when God becomes human and the weary world rejoices. Sometimes preparations take the form
of monthslong laborious planning, as we might do for an international trip or the renovation of a
home. Other times, preparations must happen immediately, within hours, minutes, or seconds.
When a fire alarm sounds, there’s no time to plan: We must act quickly, gathering what is most
important to get to safety together.

This first Sunday of Advent is a chance to take stock of what is most important in life, to attune
our spirits to the reign of heaven that God is birthing in our world. We may be unsettled by these
gospel images of the great flood and of field workers being disappeared. Such stories indeed may
spark fear, anxiety, and distrust. Yet God comes to be with us amid all the great uncertainties of
life, amid the atrocities of human violence, amid the worst of our losses and fears. Jesus reminds
us that God is always drawing near to the world, always extending mercy, always acting with
love. Mercy and love are Advent signs worth paying attention to, worth staying awake for. Be
ready, beloveds, and fear not! God’s deliverance is coming soon.
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