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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Romans 4:16-21 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all 17(as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”) in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did; 18 who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 
Introduction: Faith is the foundation of our walk with God. Hebrews 11:6 tells us, “Without faith it is impossible to please Him.” Faith is not wishful thinking and it is not blind hope—it is a confident trust in the promises of God, even when circumstances seem impossible.
  Romans 4 gives us a blueprint through the life of Abraham, the father of faith. Abraham believed God when there was no natural reason to believe. He trusted God’s Word above his own body, above Sarah’s barrenness, and above the impossibility of his situation.
  I want to show you how to have faith—faith that pleases God, faith that receives promises, and faith that produces results.

I. God’s Promises to Abraham
1. Genesis 12:1-4 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country, your family, and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless them who bless you and curse him who curses you, and IN you all families of the earth will be blessed.” 4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Harran.
A. God gives Abram a Word with a vision, and by faith he responds.
2. Genesis 13:16 I will make your descendants like the dust of the earth, so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants could also be numbered. 
A. God expands his vision by promising descendants as numerous as the dust of the earth.
3. Genesis 15:1-5 After this the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not fear, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.” 2 But Abram said, “Lord God, what will You give me, seeing I am childless and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 Abram said, “Since You have not given me any children, my heir is a servant born in my house.” 4 Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This man will not be your heir, but a son that is from your own body will be your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said, “Look up toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So will your descendants be.”
A. God expanded the vision further: “Look toward heaven and count the stars… so shall your descendants be.”
B. God does not reveal the entire plan for our lives all at once but as we step out in faith in what He first told us to do we will get more revelation and can be used by God to walk out greater things.
4. Genesis 17:1-7 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am Almighty God. Walk before Me and be blameless. 2 And I will make My covenant between you and Me and will exceedingly multiply you.” 3 Abram fell on his face and God said to him, 4 “As for Me, My covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer will your name be called Abram, but your name will be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7 I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you.
A. Abram means “exalted father.”
B. Abraham means “father of many nations.”
C. The "ha" added to Abram's name to make it Abraham represents the Hebrew letter "hey.”
D. The Hebrew letter "hey" (ה) is the fifth letter of the Hebrew alphabet. It carries meanings such as "breath," "spirit," or “reveal.” 
E. God breathed Himself into Abra”ha”m revealing his purpose along with His creative power making Abraham the “father of many nations.”
5. Genesis 17:15-16 Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you will not call her name Sarai, but her name will be Sarah. 16 I will bless her and also give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she will be the mother of nations. Kings of peoples will come from her.”
A. Sarai means “my princess”
B. God changed her name to Sarah meaning “princess” which confirms that kings will come out from her as she was now the “mother of many nations.”
6. Genesis 21:1-5 The Lord visited Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as He had spoken. 2 For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time that God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac. 4 Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5 Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.
A. At the appointed time, Isaac was born. What God promised, He performed!

II. 4 Keys to Bible Faith That Gets Results
1. Have Chapter and Verse(s) for what you desire to receive from God.
A. Notice Abraham although he did not have a Bible to turn to, he obviously wrote down what God said creating his own personal verses from God, and meditated on them until he was “fully persuaded.”
1) “I will make of you a great nation,” 
2) “IN you all families of the earth will be blessed,” 
3) “I will make your descendants like the dust of the earth, so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants could also be numbered,” 
4) “Look up toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So will your descendants be.” 
5) “No longer will your name be called Abram, but your name will be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant,” 
6) “As for Sarai your wife, you will not call her name Sarai, but her name will be Sarah. I will bless her and also give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she will be the mother of nations. Kings of peoples will come from her.”
B. Romans 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
C. You cannot have faith “IN God” if you do not know what He has given us, IN Christ.
D. Faith begins where the Will/Word of God is known. 
E. You must KNOW, that is to have faith in heart of what God has given to you and not just have heard it once upon a time. 
F. What Scriptures are you standing on, in faith, for what you are believing God for?
G. Many people that I have ministered to over the years have sought prayer for an area but had no Scripture for what they wanted to receive from God, so they had no faith to receive it anyway.
2. Believe and Receive God’s Word above all else.
A. Romans 4:17-18 (as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”) in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did; 18 who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So shall your descendants be.” 
B. Abraham had a choice and he chose to “believe” God and take Him at His Word or you could say:
1) He judged God as being, faithful to His Word. 
2) What God has said, He is able, and He WILL perform for me exactly as He said it.
C. Abraham in our example took the Words that God had given him and he imagined his children numerous as the stars in heaven, or as many as the dust of the earth, and he and Sarah being vibrant once again and having children.
D. Joshua 1:8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.
1) “Book of the Law” = the Word of God.
2) Meditate: hagah (daw-gaw') to murmur, to ponder, to imagine, to speak, to meditate
3) Depart: moosh (moosh) cease, depart, go back, remove, take away, to withdraw
E. Joshua meditated the Word and did NOT let allow meditating on Word cease but continued in day and night and the results, miraculous. He led the nation of Isreal into the Promised Land and experienced many amazing victories such as the walls of Jericho falling down as they possessed the land.
F. Psalm 107:2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy.
G. Take the Scriptures such as healing (1 Peter 2:24, 3 John 1:2, James 5:14-16, Mark 16:18) and meditate on them – see yourself by the eye of faith in these Scriptures, talk them day and night “by His stripes I was healed.”
H. Faith imagines. Faith speaks. Faith receives.

3. Consider NOT the contradictory circumstances.
A. Romans 4:19-20 And not being weak in faith, he did NOT consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20 He did NOT waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,
B. Everything in the natural realm was telling Abraham that this was impossible, but he refused to entertain any fear, doubt, or unbelief.
C. How did he do it?
D. 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds, 5 casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ
E. You cannot fight thoughts with thoughts. You must just like he did, OPEN YOUR MOUTH and SPEAK GOD’S WORD!
F. IN Christ, we bring every though captive to the TRUTH of Christ IN us. 
G. He is – Salvation, Peace, Deliverance, Healing, Provision, etc.
H. James 4:7 Therefore submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
I. Give NO place to the devil, by ever allowing thoughts or words of fear, doubt, and unbelief to be entertained or to come out of your mouth!
J. Declare your victory, IN Christ!
K. 1 John 4:4 “Greater is He Who is IN me, than he that is in the world.”
L. 2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.
M. Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
N. Faith considers NOT the natural and hold fast to the Word of God!

4. Give praise to God for the Answer that is NOW done!
A. Romans 4:20-21 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 
B. Abraham was strengthened more and more by the day “GIVING GLORY TO GOD!”
C. Abraham saw the end of his faith, by the “eye of faith” and continually praised God, thanking Him and rehearsing back to God all that He had promised to him and Sarah.
D. Philippians 4:6-8 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.
E.  After you have made your request known to God, GIVE THANKS!
F. If there is anything “PRAISEWORTHY – MEDITATE (Speak, give glory, rehearse your praise to God that He is faithful to watch over and perform His Word).” 
G. Faith does not wait until the answer shows up—faith praises God as if it is already done! In the Spirit it is already done and it is working its way to you!

III. Apply the Word
1. Abraham’s story teaches us that faith is not complicated—it is simply taking God at His Word, refusing to be moved by circumstances, and giving Him glory until the promise manifests.
2. So how do you have faith?
A. Find the Scriptures for what you are believing for.
B. Believe it and receive it.
C. Refuse to consider anything else.
D. Praise God like it is already done.
3. Faith is not passive—it is active, alive, and victorious. And just as Abraham received his promise, you too will see God’s Word come to pass in your life.
4. Declare: “I am fully persuaded that what God has given to me, IN Christ, He is able also to perform, and I receive it, NOW! Amen.”

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Romans 4 describes Abraham as the “father of faith.” What stands out to you most about his journey of believing God?

2. Why is it important to have specific Scriptures to stand on when believing God for something?

3. Abraham chose to believe God’s Word over his circumstances. What are some practical ways we can strengthen our faith when doubts or fears arise?

4. How does meditating on Scripture (Joshua 1:8) help us imagine God’s promises as already fulfilled?

5. How do we handle negative thoughts and unbelief?

6. Why is thanksgiving such a powerful expression of faith?
