Space for God That Which was Lost

PREPARATION

¢ In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit ®

God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as a prime example of his
great patience with even the worst sinners. Then others will realize that they, too, can
believe in him and receive eternal life.

1 Timothy 1:16

WORSHIP

Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven, whose sin is put out of sight!
Yes, what joy for those whose record the Lord has cleared of guilt, whose lives
are lived in complete honesty!

Psalm 32:1-2

CONFESSION

"O Lord," | prayed,
"have mercy on me. Heal me, for | have sinned against you.”
Psalm 41:4

MEDITATION - Luke 19:1-10*

esus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. There was a man there
J named Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector in the region, and he had be-
come very rich. He tried to get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see over the
crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the road, for Jesus
was going to pass that way.
When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by name. “Zaccha-
eus!” he said. “Quick, come down! | must be a guest in your home today.”
Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great excitement
and joy. But the people were displeased. “"He has gone to be the guest of a notori-
ous sinner,” they grumbled.
Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I will give half my wealth to
the poor, Lord, and if | have cheated
people on their taxes, | will give them
back four times as much!” IN SOLITUDE AND/OR COMMUNITY
Jesus responded, “Salvation has | Read Slowly, several times.
come to this home today, for this man | Reflect What does the text say?
has shown himself to be a true son of
Abraham. For the Son of Man came
to seek and save those who are lost.”

Respond How does it relate to my life?

Rest | welcome God’s healing and renewal.

ANCHORING PRAYER

You have looked for me and found me.

REVIEW OF THE HEART

When did | experience God's intervention in my life?

To whom have | shown little mercy or love?

WISDOM

This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners”—and | am the worst of them all.
1 Timothy 1:15

For the Scriptures tell us, “Abraham believed God, and God counted him as
righteous because of his faith.”
Romans 4:3

For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God's glorious standard. Yet God, in
his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus
when he freed us from the penalty for our sins.

Romans 3:23-24

TESTIMONY Whatis God saying to me?
INTERCESSION Prayers for the Church, for others, and for me.

BENEDICTION

So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we
thought of Christ merely from a human point of view.

How differently we know him now! This means that anyone who belongs to
Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!

* Amen °

2 Corinthians 5:16-17

SPACE FOR GOD DAILY

Be still and quiet before God.

Seek the Holy Spirit’s filling and guidance.
Speak, act, and serve from a listening heart.
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