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“Blessed are those
who mourn,
for they will be comforted.”
~Matthew 5:4

This All Saints’ Sunday, we will re-
member thirty beloved members of
Calvary who have entered the
Church Triumphant since last year.
As each name is spoken aloud, a can-
dle will be lit: a visible flame re-
minding us that Christ’s light contin-
ues to shine through their witness.

Grief is heavy. It slows time and
changes us. Yet, through the mystery
of faith, grief can open us more fully
to God, to one another, and to the
deeper truth that love endures be-
yond all endings. As the Apostle
Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians
4:13, “We do not grieve as those
who have no hope.” We
grieve because we have loved, and
love leaves a mark that never fails.

This November, we will consider a 3
-part  sermon  series  entitled,
“Mourning to Morning: Loss, Grief,
and the Hope of Christ.” This series
will help us to walk together through
the sacred rhythm of Christian griev-
ing. Each week will help us name our
losses and bear one another’s bur-
dens. We will discover again that
comfort is not the absence of pain but
the presence of God with us in our
suffering.
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Prayer Ministry

e Week 1: “We Remember.” We
begin by naming our losses and
entrusting them to God, remember-
ing that every life is part of the
great communion of saints.

e Week 2: “We Show Compas-
sion.” We reflect on how God
meets us in our mourning and
moves us toward loving one anoth-
er in acts of kindness, care, and
presence.

« Week 3: “We Hope.” We turn our
eyes toward the promise that God’s
faithfulness endures beyond death,
and that love’s story continues
through the resurrection light of
Jesus.

The hymn, “Great Is Thy Faithful-
ness,” will weave through the series
as our shared refrain: a reminder
that, in every season and sorrow,
God’s mercies are new every morn-
ing.

May we hold and comfort one an-
other in the days ahead. And may
the candles we light in remem-
brance also shine brightly with our
faith.

Great is God’s Faithfulness,
Pastor Randy

Rev. Randall G. Bennett, Jr.,
Lead Pastor
pastor@calvaryunitedmethodist.org





































