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Read Philippians 1:7-8  
· What makes Christian affection different from ordinary friendship or teamwork? 
· Why does Paul emphasize affection in a letter about joy and mission?  
· Why is this affection vital to unity and joy in the church?  
· How can we “feel with” others who are struggling without falling into discouragement ourselves? 
· When have you experienced the kind of unity that comes from shared suffering or shared victory?
Paul’s joy came not from comfort, but from community – hearts knit together through Christ’s love.

Read Philippians 1:9-11  
· What stands out to you about what Paul prays for? 
· Why do you think he prays for love with knowledge and discernment?  
· How does prayer keep relationships healthy in the long term?  
· What happens when we pray for others, not just about them? 
· How can we pray Philippians 1:9-11 for one another this week?  
Take a few minutes for each person to pray Paul’s prayer aloud for someone else in the group.

THIS WEEK
Write it:  Send a thank-you note, text, email or message to someone who’s been your partner in the Gospel.
Pray it:  Use Philippians 1:9-11 as a prayer guide for your family, friends or ministry team.
Live it:  Do something together that advances God’s work – serve, visit, give, or encourage as a team.

Pray with and for one another in your small group, focusing on how you can implement “Prayer—Care–Share” this week.  Who are the “5 in ‘25” you are praying for and inviting?  Pray that we will strive and thrive to know Christ and make Him known.

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to myfocuschurch.com to learn more.




Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today!

Sunday, October 26
9am – Adult Sunday School – A study of Psalm 103
10am – Worship Celebration 
(Children’s Church available through 4th grade midway through the service)
Sermon series:  “Joyful Living” (Philippians)

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/




TODAY’S MESSAGE, OCTOBER 26, 2025
SERIES: Joyful Living
“Joy In Partnership” (Philippians 1:1-11) 
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:1-2) 


1. _________________________ Of You (vs. 3-6)  

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

Joy rooted in remembering Gospel partners.

1) Remembering partners brings ___________________, not grumbling.

2) Shared mission _______________________ joy.

3) Confidence in God’s ongoing work ____________________________
    ______________________________.



2. _________________________ With You (vs. 7-8)

7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.

Joy deepened by genuine affection.

1) Gospel partnership creates deep ______________________________
    ____________________________.

2) Joy in partnership grows through shared _______________________
    and shared _________________________.

3) True Christian affection _____________________________________
    ____________________.

3. _________________________ For You (vs. 9-11)

9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Joy expressed through intercessory love.

1) Prayer is the overflow of ____________________________________.

2) Praying for others deepens __________________________________.

3) Intercession fuels spiritual ___________________________________
    and ________________________.





____________________________________________________________

My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study, with these goals in mind.  

· When you think about people who have influenced your faith in Christ, who comes to mind and why?  
· What’s one time you felt genuine joy from serving with someone, not just for someone?

Read Philippians 1:3-6 
· Why do you think Paul begins his letter with thanksgiving instead of requests?  
· How does gratitude change the way we think about people we serve with?  
· Who has “held the rope” for you, like Andrew Fuller did for William Carey?  
· Verse 6 says that God will complete His good work.  How does that promise give you hope for others (or yourself)?
Think about your “Gospel partners” – those who pray for you, serve with you, or encourage you. How can you express gratitude to them this week?
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