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Kids devotional…

PAUSE
One of the storms that we’re collectively facing in our world today is the attack on the home…
Much like marriage is under attack in our culture, the relationship between parents and children is also under attack.
· Church, there are several states in our nation today that have laws and policies in place to protect children transitioning their gender, as if such a thing were possible, without any form of parental consent.
· In fact, in some states, policies go so far as to direct teachers and staff to deceive parents about issues of sexuality concerning their own children.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.heritage.org/gender/commentary/school-districts-are-hiding-information-about-gender-transitioning-children-their] 

· But not only are we dealing with laws and policies concerning the sexuality of our children, with the spooky algorithms of Silicon Valley, there’s a concerted effort to form the way our children think and act.

PAUSE
A couple years ago, the Barna Group released a book titled Raising Spiritual Giants. The book is based on more than two years of research concerning the relationship between parents and children.

Among the key findings explored by Barna in this book, they determined:
· A person’s worldview is largely in place by the age of 13. 
· “As children grow up, they start asking fundamental questions. Questions like:
· ‘How does life work? What matters? Who am I? Why am I here?’” 
· “And the research shows that once children answer these questions during these early years, they retain these answers for the rest of their lives, and they build on those as foundation stones.”
· Childhood, Barna says, is when critical decisions are made about every dimension of life, including the spiritual.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.arizonachristian.edu/2023/09/06/most-us-parents-have-no-plan-for-kids-spiritual-development/#:~:text=“As%20children%20grow%20up%2C%20they,what%20they%20don't%20have.] 


So, is it any wonder that the relationship between parents and children is under attack? 
· Is it surprising that our enemy, who seeks our destruction, is actively waring to destroy the relationship between parents and children?

PAUSE
If you are a follower of Jesus and you have children still living under your roof, and you are trying to disciple them and train them up, I imagine that you already know your relationship with your kids is under attack. 
· You don’t need me to tell you because you already feel it in bones.
· Conversations: school and social media.

But despite what we know to be true as parents, that the relationship between parents and children is under attack, one of the most sobering findings from Barna’s two years of research is that very few parents have the spiritual development of their children on their radar.
· In fact, the research shows that more than 90% of parents have no plan whatsoever for their children’s spiritual development. 9 out 10.
· And then Barna found that only about half of born-again Christians even claim to be the ones primarily responsible for the development of their children.
· But the most troubling piece of data from the research is that most parents, even born-again parents, do not really think the spiritual component of their child’s life is all that important—at least not as important as doing well in school, sports, or being well-liked among peers.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.arizonachristian.edu/2023/09/06/most-us-parents-have-no-plan-for-kids-spiritual-development.] 


Church, all this to say, the research shows that we desperately need to hear what God says about the relationship between parents and children.

PAUSE
For the last several weeks, we’ve been making our way through Colossians, and we’ve determined that this little NT book can be divided into two parts. 

In the first part, Paul tells us why we should stick with Jesus.
To answer that question Paul says we should stick with Jesus because of who He is!
“Jesus is God in the flesh, He has always been, and He will always be. He is the Creator of all things, He is the Sustainer of all things, and He alone can reconcile us to God. He is our only hope of being made right before the God of the universe.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Matt Chandler, “When Violence Is Okay,” in Matt Chandler Sermon Archive (Village Church, 2010), Col 3:5.] 

· Only Christ can give life to people who were dead in their sins.

But then in the second part of this letter, Paul shifts gears and he tells us how we can stick with Jesus.
And he’s given us several metaphors to ponder. We can stick with Jesus by:
· Walking with him as Lord.
· Fixing our eyes on him.
· Taking off the old sinful nature and putting on our new nature in Christ.
· If we are “in Christ” through faith, then we have new identity, a new home address, and a new set of clothes.
· In Christ, we are no longer who we used to be. Everything has changed.
· And one of the most important changes brought about by our new life in Christ is our new relationships.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Ephesians (Nashville, TN: Holman Reference, 2014), 130.] 


To requote Bible scholar Max Anders, “True spirituality deals with “real life” … it is nothing grand, romantic, or impossible. It is submitting to the supremacy of Christ which will transform our character and revolutionize our relationships.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Max Anders, Galatians-Colossians, vol. 8, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 332.] 

· And last week, Paul addressed the first relationship in the home, which is the bond between husbands and wives.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Walter L. Liefeld, Ephesians, vol. 10, The IVP New Testament Commentary Series (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1997), Eph 5:22–6:9.] 

· Today, we’ll follow Paul’s progression and consider the apostle’s instruction to parents and children.

Now, before we jump in, let me share a few disclaimers. For starters…
1. This text can speak to us all.
Even if we aren’t parents, even if our children are grown, there’s truth in Colossians for us to glean.
· If we are in Christ, the way we relate to others, especially those within our own families, will change. Jesus changes everything!
· So, even if we aren’t parents or our children are all grown up, this word is for us all and maybe it can orient our prayers in a specific direction for those who are raising children.

2. I know there are different situations in the room today.
The truth is, as parents, as grandparents, we’re not all walking through the same things or facing the same things. 
· There are different circumstances in the room today and in a single sermon, we’re probably not going to be able to iron out an exhaustive account of everything there is to know about parenting.

But again, there’s truth in this word and what we can do is chew on what we find here in Colossians.

Which leads to the last disclaimer…
3. I’m not a perfect parent nor am I insinuating that I’m a perfect parent.
I don’t have it all figured out. Eli and Gabby can testify to the fact that I’m not a perfect parent. 
· Daily prayer.

So, I’m not standing before you with all the answers. I’m standing before you with the word of God, which is what we all need.

So, let’s jump into our text and Paul’s word to parents and children. Two short verses…
Colossians 3:20-21 ESV Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged

Church, as we ponder this short passage today, my goal is for us to consider the instruction to children, the instruction to parents, and then hopefully find some practical application for our families today.

So, let’s begin with the instruction…
I. What is the instruction for children?

Simple: children are charged to obey [their] parents.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Anders, Galatians-Colossians, 333.] 


If you’re a student of Scripture, then you know that the general biblical principle for children of any age is to honor their father and mother.
· This command shows up in five other places in the NT (Matt 15:4; 19:19; Mark 7:10; 10:19; Luke 18:20).[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Ephesians (Nashville, TN: Holman Reference, 2014), 149.] 

· Regardless of how many grey hairs we may have, there’s no age in which we become too old for honoring our parents.
· The relationship changes when we move out of the home, but we are still called to honor our parents.

But Paul’s use of the term “children” here is an address to younger children.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Richard R. Melick, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, vol. 32, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1991), 314.] 

· Children still living at home, still dependent on their parents.
· And the specific instruction for children still living under their parent’s roof is to obey their parents in the Lord. 

Obedience is the simple process of hearing and responding.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Anders, Galatians-Colossians, 333.] 

· Parable of the builders.
· Obedience involves hearing and responding.

And children are to obey their parents. Then Paul adds… 
“In everything.” 
Now, the unstated caveat is that if we're being commanded to do things that are disobedient to God, we don't listen to somebody who's telling us to disobey the Lord. 
· That's something we should never do. 

But apart from that, generally speaking, as long as children are living under the protection of their parents, they are expected to obey their parents.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Douglas J. Moo, The Letters to the Colossians and to Philemon, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 2008), 305.] 

· Because parents are the authority in the home. 

PAUSE
In the parallel passage in Ephesians Paul adds… 
Ephesians 6:1-3 ESV Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.”

God promises both blessing and safekeeping to children who honor their parents. 
· Paul isn’t guaranteeing personal prosperity, but he is reminding us that when we obey God’s commands, trusting that what He commands is for our good, things generally go well. 
· We can always trust that remaining faithfully obedient to God’s word brings about what is for our good.

But not only is there blessing involved, Paul tells us that honoring our parents is the right thing to do. 

Which is what Paul says here in Colossians. He adds at the end…
“Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.”
· The wording of the Greek could be rendered, for this is pleasing “in the Lord,” in other words, the obedience of children is appropriate behavior within the community that acknowledges Christ as their Lord.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Douglas J. Moo, The Letters to the Colossians and to Philemon, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 2008), 305.] 


PAUSE
So, to my students and teenagers in the room today, if you want to love and please the Lord, then obey your parents.
· Obey your parents not just to please them but to please God.
· Maybe you aren’t being raised by your parents but God has blessed you grandparents who love you and care for you…
· Obey your parents in everything not just because you’re accountable to them, but because you are accountable to God. 
· This is very different from our culture preaches which is, “you do you.” 
· God is saying that he’s put a good authority in your life, in your mom or dad. Unless they’re telling you to do something that goes against God’s word, to disobey them is to disobey the Lord.

That’s the command, the instruction for children, and like every other command God gives us, he’s saying this will be good for us.

But in the Lord, parents have a mutual responsibility to children…[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Richard R. Melick, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, vol. 32, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1991), 315.] 

II. So, what is his instruction?

Fathers are not to embitter their children[footnoteRef:15], by which he means parents, but by which he definitely means fathers. [15:  Douglas J. Moo, The Letters to the Colossians and to Philemon, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 2008), 306.] 

The word translated “fathers” is a word used in Hebrews 11:23 to refer to both parents. Most likely, Paul had both parents in mind. 
· If we could ask him…
However, we cannot deny that he calls out dads.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Ephesians (Nashville, TN: Holman Reference, 2014), 151.] 

· Why?

Maybe it’s the cultural tendency across time to think of child-rearing as woman’s work.
· It was typical in ancient education for the mother to teach young children.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Walter L. Liefeld, Ephesians, vol. 10, The IVP New Testament Commentary Series (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1997), Eph 6:1–4.] 


But Paul reminds us here that both parents share in the task of making children into disciples of Jesus. 
Both parents should be united in raising children, disciplining them, and teaching them. Parents should work toward sending consistent messages.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Merida, Exalting Jesus in Ephesians 151–152.] 

· This requires spiritual discipline on the part of the parents, maybe especially on the part of dads. It may call for an adjustment of one’s lifestyle.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Ephesians (Nashville, TN: Holman Reference, 2014), 151.] 


We can’t argue with the statistics and studies continually show that the greatest likelihood of a child staying connected to the church as an adult is when a Christian father is both emotionally engaged with the child and interested in the child’s spiritual development.

Paul calls for fathers not to provoke their children, by which he means parents, but by which he definitely means fathers.

And the verb translated “to provoke or embitter” speaks of an irritation or even nagging. 
· N.T. Wright said it’s a “refusal to allow children to be people in their own right instead of carbon copies of their parents or their parents’ fantasies.”[footnoteRef:20] [20:  N. T. Wright, Colossians and Philemon: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 12, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1986), 152–153.] 


And the reason for the command is to avoid discouragement. 
· The word translated as discouraged refers to a “broken spirit.”
· To be discouraged as a child means to think things like, I’ll never get it right, or all they do is criticize, or they’ll never love me.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Max Anders, Galatians-Colossians, vol. 8, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 333.] 


PAUSE
Isn’t it interesting parents, that of all the things the Bible could say about parenting here the instruction is not to provoke our children to discouragement?
· Paul doesn’t tell us to abdicate our responsibility or to avoid discipline or correction or anything that may upset our children.
· Like Hebrews tells us, no discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way.

The clear implication of this text is as parents we have the responsibility to teach our children to obey. But the goal is to lead to our children’s encouragement, not discouragement in the long run.
· God is serious about parents loving children in a way that builds them up, not brings them down.

And so, as we try to find some practical handles on this text, let’s just consider some of the ways our leading, correcting, and disciplining could lead to their discouragement. 
(And this list isn’t my own, I’ve found help from other pastors and scholars).
How could our parenting lead to discouragement?
· It could involve belittling our child in a way that makes them feel inferior or as if they can never do anything right.
· It could be nagging to the point that we’re almost waiting for them to mess up or do something wrong.
· It could involve disciplining a child in a way that shames them or embarrasses them in front of others, that can take the spirit out of a child. 
· It could be discipline that is harsh with a biting tone, inconsistent or impulsive, lacking kindness, forbearance, or self-control. 
· Maybe it’s discipline that’s just impossible, meaning a child can’t actually do what we’re telling them to do. That can be discouraging, disheartening. 
· Maybe it’s anger without affection. 
· The reality is, sometimes our children disobey, and we should be angry. There’s a righteous self-controlled anger. Anger that springs from love, but there’s also an anger that burns out of control and lacks love. 
· Maybe it’s parenting that is disconnected from discipleship, meaning it’s just focused on appearances without consideration of what’s going on in the inside of a child’s heart. 
· Or maybe it’s parenting that is disconnected from gospel grace?

The author of Hebrews tells us that God disciplines those he loves. But God always disciplines, trains us with grace. 
· So, as we teach our children the importance of obedience, are we also pointing them to the merciful grace of God and God’s willingness to forgive all who trust in the Son.
· And this is the point of parenting, right? To point children to the love of God as their Heavenly Father.

PAUSE
Maybe the most helpful way to find the application in this text is to consider the opposite.
· If we are not to provoke our children to discouragement, we are to provoke them to encouragement. 
· To encourage a person is to stir them to do and be what otherwise would never have achieved.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  R. C. Lucas, Fullness & Freedom: The Message of Colossians & Philemon, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 163.] 


David Platt, “If we raise our children to be great doctors, lawyers, business leaders, athletes, musicians, entrepreneurs, but we do not train them to worship and walk with God, we have missed the entire point of parenting. We have led them to a hope that will not hold and to happiness that will not last. It is not loving for them. God’s directions on parenting are very different from the world. The world says teach your children to have confidence in themselves. God’s Word says no. Success is found in teaching children to die to themselves. And to die to sin, to the ways of this world and to live with confidence in God and his word and his ways for their lives. This world says, have courage to do whatever you want in this world. God says no. Have courage to live for a totally different world. Knowing that will mean courage to go against the grain of this world.”

We are to lead our children to the truth that is in Jesus, ultimately so they may submit to the Lord Jesus. He is their highest good.

So, as parents, as we walk with our kids, drive them places, play with them, and have meals with them, we should talk about Jesus! Talk about His incarnation, His death, His resurrection, and His lordship.
· We should talk about values, beliefs, and motives. Talk about sin, repentance, grace, and the cross. Talk about becoming a new creation in Christ Jesus. Talk about the end for which they were created: which is to glorify God.

We need to ask our kids questions and let them ask questions! 
· Know what they believe or doubt. Know their fears. Discern matters of the heart (Prov 20:5). Speak to their hearts affectionately with lots of encouragement. Celebrate successes and small victories. Warn about the dangers of pride, laziness, and folly. And pray with them regularly.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Ephesians (Nashville, TN: Holman Reference, 2014), 153.] 


Remember, if you feel insufficient. You’re right. 
Some days I think success equals keeping my children out of prison; on other days I think success is keeping myself out of prison!
Parenting makes you desperate for God’s help. While parents have this responsibility to train their children, God in His grace is working in their lives. Look to God for grace and strength.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Ephesians (Nashville, TN: Holman Reference, 2014), 154–155.] 


How are we doing?
· Children still under their parent’s roof?
· Mothers?
· Fathers?
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