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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Leviticus 23:1-2 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: Concerning the feasts of the Lord that you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, these are My appointed feasts.
Introduction: God has written His story on a holy calendar. These appointed Feast Days are not mere rituals or holidays; they are prophetic signposts that trace the arc of redemption from bondage to glory. Each festival is a mo’ed, a sacred meeting place where God reminds us, who He is, what He has done, and where He is taking His people.
The seven feasts of the Lord hold significance because they reveal God’s plan for humanity, with the first four already fulfilled by Jesus’ first coming (Passover, Unleavened Bread, First Fruits, and Pentecost) and the last three pointing to His second coming (Trumpets, Day of Atonement, and Tabernacles). They are relevant today as they help us to celebrate His promises, understand His redemptive work, and encourage us to live a life of sanctification and with hope for the future. 
Significance and relevance
Foreshadowing and fulfillment: The feasts are prophetic, outlining a pattern that was fulfilled in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, and will be fulfilled again at His second coming.
Passover: Represents Jesus’ death as the Lamb of God who provides redemption from sin.
Feast of Unleavened Bread: Symbolizes Jesus’ sinless life and burial, and the need for believers to live a life free from sin (leaven).
Feast of First Fruits: Points to the resurrection of Jesus as the first of many who would be raised to new life.
Pentecost: Signifies the coming of the Holy Spirit to indwell believers, empowering us for service.
Feast of Trumpets: Points to a future event—the rapture of believers with Christ.
Day of Atonement: Represents the final atonement for sin when Christ returns and judges the nations, a time of national and personal repentance.
Feast of Tabernacles: Will be fulfilled in the future, symbolizing the Messianic Kingdom and the time when God will dwell permanently with His people.
A reminder of God's plan: The feasts provide a framework for understanding God’s redemptive plan for humanity and His promises for the future.
A call to worship: They are a way to regularly remember God’s provision, faithfulness, and work in our lives.
A picture of sanctification: The feasts serve as a reminder to live a life set apart for God, by identifying with the “unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Corinthians 5:8) and turning away from sin.
A source of hope: They provide hope for the future, reminding believers of the ultimate fulfillment of God’s plan and the promise of Christ’s return to establish His kingdom. 
Today we stand at the tenth day of the seventh month—Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. In Israel this was the one day set aside to confront national guilt, to bear the weight of sin, and to restore the broken access between a holy God and His people. The rituals of blood, the high priest’s solitary entry into the Holy of Holies, the scapegoat sent into the wilderness—all points us to two realities: sin separates, and God provides the way back.
Today these things find their fulfillment in Christ’s once-for-all work. He entered the true Holy Place by His own blood, removed our guilt, and opened a permanent way into God’s presence. That fulfilled hope also looks forward—Yom Kippur speaks of a final cleansing when the King returns to set things right and purge the world of sin once and for all.
Let us approach this Feast with the reverence that it demands: naming our sin, receiving the Substitute, and living as a people renewed, while remembering the magnitude of the Atonement.
I. Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) to be fulfilled 7 years after “Feast of Trumpets”
1. Leviticus 23:26-32 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 27 Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be the Day of Atonement. It shall be a holy convocation to you, and you shall humble yourselves, and offer a food offering made by fire to the Lord. 28 You shall do no work on that same day, for it is the Day of Atonement to make atonement for you before the Lord your God. 29 For whoever is not humbled on that same day, he shall be cut off from among his people. 30 And whoever does any work in that same day, that person I will destroy from among his people. 31 You shall do no manner of work. It shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 32 It shall be to you a sabbath of complete rest, and you shall afflict your souls. On the ninth day of the month starting at the evening, from evening to evening, you shall celebrate your sabbath.
2. Historical Context
A. 10 days following Yom Teruʾah, on Tishri 10, is the holiest day of the year: Yom Kippur, which means “Day of Atonement.
B. Atonement: Kippur (kip-poor') to make amends, to recompense, to make restitution for wrongs committed, to atone by offering a substitute.
1) Kippur represents the decisive act by which guilt is covered, removed, or purged so that the covenant relationship between the LORD and His people is preserved in holiness. 
2) It always involves sacrificial blood, priestly intervention, and divine forgiveness.
C. Humble: anah (aw-naw') to be afflicted, to humble oneself, to bring oneself low, to answer or to respond God, 
D. “Afflicting the soul” involves fasting, humility, and self-examination before God.
E. The Day of Atonement points to the removal of guilt and restoration of His Holy Presence. The high priest entered the Holy of Holies once a year to make atonement for the people, demonstrating that sin separates from His Presence, and that God alone provides our way back to Him.
3. National cleansing and forgiveness
A. The Day of Atonement is instituted in Leviticus 16 to cleanse the Tabernacle in the wilderness and to atone for national sin.
B. The whole people gathered so the high priest could secure forgiveness for the nation’s sins and purify the sanctuary, altar, and the nation.
C. High priest’s entry into the Holy of Holies: 
1) Only the High Priest enters the Holy of Holies before the Ark of the Covenant once a year on this day, offering a bull for the cleansing of the high priest and his family so that he can enter the Holy of Holies, and then two goats for the people—one sacrificed to the Lord, the other released as the scapegoat.
D. Sacrificial blood: 
1) Leviticus 16:14- 16 And he shall take of the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it with his finger on the mercy seat on the eastern side, and before the mercy seat he shall sprinkle from the blood with his finger seven times. 15 Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering, which is for the people, and bring its blood within the veil, and do with that blood as he did with the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it over and in front of the mercy seat. 16 And he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel and because of their transgressions in all their sins, and so he shall do for the tent of meeting that remains among them in the midst of their uncleanness. 
2) There is no atonement or no remission of sin, without blood.
3) This “life for a life” principal is the foundation of the sacrificial system – the life blood of an animal was required in exchange for the life blood of the worshipper. 
4) Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your lives; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.
5) The purpose was to cover the sins of the nation and to purify the Holy Place.
6) It pointed to a penalty paid and it was a temporary covering for sin until a Final Solution would come – Jesus Christ, Whose Substitutionary Sacrifice and His Atoning Blood would not just cover sin, but wash it away as though it never happened. (Hebrews 10:1-22)
E. Scapegoat sent into wilderness: 
1) Later in the day, the Scapegoat ceremony occurred in which a he-goat, called the scapegoat. 
2) The high priest would place his hands on the horns of the scapegoat and confess over it, all the wickedness, rebellion, and sins of the people thereby transferring the sins of the people onto the scapegoat. The scapegoat was then driven out into the wilderness until it could not be seen anymore, away from the people. (Leviticus 16:10, 21-22)
3) Blood offered in the Holy of Holies and the sending of a scapegoat into the wilderness—represented both substitution (the penalty borne on another) and removal of sin (our sins carried away).
4) One man, the high priest stood in his office as the representative for the people. He was able to transfer their sins and unrighteousness onto the scapegoat. 
5) This pictures the wonderful Truth that our sins and unrighteousness were transferred onto Christ, our High Priest, Who on the Cross (outside of the city) took the penalty for them. 
6) Hebrews 10:10-14, 17-18 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 But every priest stands daily ministering and repetitively offering the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God. 13 Since that time He has been waiting for His enemies to be made His footstool. 14 For by one offering He has forever perfected those who are sanctified.
7) 17 then He adds, “Their sins and lawless deeds will I remember no more.” 18 Now where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer an offering for sin.
8) Through the work of the Cross, God has removed our sin once and for all, and He remembers them no more!
F. Fasting and rest from work: Marked the weightiness of the day as this was the only one of the 7 Feast days where they were instructed to fast not as a punishment but direct their attention away from self and natural things, and towards their spiritual life.
4. Christ’s Fulfillment
A. Hebrews 8:6-7 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, because He is the Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no occasion would have been sought for a second.
1) If the Old Covenant and its sacrifices were sufficient to provide a permanent solution to our sin then there would not have been a need for Christ or a New Covenant.
B. 1 John 2:2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
1) The Jewish leaders condemned Jesus Christ, and He being burdened with the sins of all mankind was led out of the city to be crucified as the Scapegoat and simultaneously as the Atoning Sacrifice, Whose Blood has been applied to each one of us who believes.
C. Hebrews 9:11-12 But Christ, when He came as a High Priest of the good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation, 12 neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood, He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.
D. Christ is the fulfillment of the Day of Atonement. He entered the true Holy Place by His own blood to cleanse our consciences and restore our access to God, accomplishing what the yearly Feast foreshadowed.
E. 2 Corinthians 5:21 God made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
F. On the Cross “our debt has been paid,” and we stand permanently cleansed before God.
5. Christ’s Future Fulfillment - Eschatology
A. Romans 11:25-27 For I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, lest you be wise in your own estimation, for a partial hardening has come upon Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will remove ungodliness from Jacob”; 27 “for this is My covenant with them, when I shall take away their sins.
B. 7 years after the trumpet call, He arrives on the Mount of Olives right where He left from 2,000 years ago. 
C. This is Christ fights for Israel and saves them from the Gentile nations and from the evil one. It is the day that all those who rebelled against God are destroyed as Israel is cleansed from unrighteousness and restored. 
D. Zechariah 14:1-14 A day of the LORD is coming when your spoil will be divided in your midst. 2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem for battle. The city will be captured and the houses plundered and the women ravished. Half of the city will go to exile, but the remainder of the people will not be cut off from the city. 3 Then the LORD will go out and fight those nations as He fights in the day of war. 4 On that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is to the east of Jerusalem. And from east to west the Mount of Olives will be split in two halves by a very great valley so that one half moves to the north and the other to the south. 5 And you will flee to my mountain valley, for the mountain valley will reach to Azal. You will flee just like you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come and all His holy ones with you. 6 And on that day there will be no light. The lights will diminish. 7 And there will be one day known to the LORD, neither during the day nor the night, but at the evening time there will be light. 8 On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half to the Dead Sea and the other half to the Mediterranean Sea. This will happen for the summer as well as the winter. 9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth. In that day it will be—“The LORD is one,” and His name is one. 10 All the land will be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon to the south of Jerusalem. But Jerusalem will rise and dwell in her place from the Benjamin Gate to the place of the Old Gate, to the Corner Gate, and then from the Tower of Hananel to the winepress of the king. 11 And people will live there, and she will never again be devoted for destruction. Jerusalem will reside in security. 12 And this will be the pestilence with which the LORD will strike all the peoples who go to battle against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot as they stand on their feet, their eyes will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths. 13 Then on that day a great tumult from the LORD will come on them as each person will seize the hand of his neighbor, and the hand of one will be raised against the hand of another. 14 And even Judah will fight with Jerusalem, and the wealth of all the surrounding nations will be gathered, a great abundance of gold, silver, and garments. 15 So this plague will come to horses, mules, camels, donkeys, and any other animals that are in the camp. So will this plague be.
E. He now comes as the Kinsman Redeemer who will take vengeance on the people that have persecuted His set-apart people, Israel.
F. This will include the end of the rule of the Anti-Christ, the end of the rule of satan over the world, and the end of manmade systems of government and religion, as well as the end of all the people and nations who have gone against Israel. The “Battle of Armageddon” will occur shortly after He returns.
G. Most of the earth’s inhabitants, who are firmly committed to their faith in the Anti-Christ, will stubbornly deny Jesus Christ and be lost for all eternity, but some will be saved.
H. Revelation 7:13-17 Then one of the elders asked me, “Who are these clothed in white robes, and where did they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” He said to me, “These are those who came out of great tribulation and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 16 ‘They shall neither hunger any more, nor shall they thirst any more; the sun shall not strike them,’ nor any scorching heat; 17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and ‘He will lead them to springs of living water.’ ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.
I. Those brand-new Believers who have come to trust Him, are the final ingathering. 
J. Why final? Because when the Day of the Lord, wrathful judgment, occurs, those who at that moment do not trust Him, have sealed their fates forever. There will be no more 2nd chances to repent.
K. Note: Those saved during the Great Tribulation while saved may have a different designation than those who were saved and caught away at the Rapture and entered the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. Otherwise, the Marriage Supper would have been postponed until after they arrived but it occurs before this.
6. Application 
A. The Day of Atonement points us toward living under the finished works of Jesus Christ. Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice makes access to God real, but that access demands a heart disciplined by honesty, repentance, and obedience.
B. Repent honestly. Regularly “afflict the soul” by naming sin, not minimizing it. Confession is not a one-time event but a posture that clears our conscience and keeps our relationship with God vibrant.
C. Receive the substitute. Trust Jesus as your scapegoat and high priest. He bore your guilt and opened the way into God’s presence. Rest in his cleansing and refuse to return to efforts that treat grace like a program rather than a Person.
D. Live as a cleansed community. Practice mutual confession, restoration, and forgiveness in our church. Let our gatherings reflect the removal of sin: open our arms to the repentant, hold one another accountable in love, and pursue holiness together.
E. Work toward final hope. Let the Feast’s future dimension shapes our mission: preach reconciliation, serve the broken, and live with the conviction that God will one day remove sin and suffering completely. Your present obedience is a witness to that coming reality.
