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“The People of the Way,”  “Part 2: The Way of Relationship”  Philippians 3:8-11

INTRODUCTION:  Last fall the leaders of CrossRoads started on a journey to focus on moving towards being the church God wants us to be.  We centered on the theme entitled “All In,” signifying the level of commitment we’d like to reach to honor God in all that we do.  We also defined this commitment in three areas: Prayer, Serving, and Community.  This past year we studied being All In with Prayer, and Service now we look to what it means to be All In for Community.  And we’ll be doing this study in conjunction with our current Community Group study, “Practicing the Way.”
                                       											
1.  OUR FIRST PRIORITY
“Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.”                                          																					Philippians 3:8
· Renounce Achievement – Luke 14:25-27, 33
· Recognize the Advantage – John 6: 64-69
· Reach to Acquire – Philippians 3:12

2.  OUR FAITH POSITION
“and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; “                     													Philippians 3:9
· Resolved Identity – 1 Corinthians 6:17-20
· Righteousness Imputed – 2 Corinthians 5:21
· Resurrection Internalized – Romans 6:4

3.  OUR FULL PARTICIPATION
“that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.“										Philippians 3: 10-11
		
· Strength through Solitude – Matthew 6: 5-7
· Shaped by Suffering – 1 Peter 5:10
· Shared with the Saints – Philippians 3: 14-15

CONCLUSION
Our most important relationship in life is the one we develop with Jesus Christ.  To know Him is not just head knowledge, but heart intimacy.  It means we’re “All in with Him” by faith and not by works; abiding in Him and being transformed into His likeness. Paul teaches that the Christian life means knowing Christ personally, trusting Him entirely, and becoming like Him continually – Christ above all, Christ within all, and Christ through all…all of us in His community of faith.

								
