/
Acts 2:1-21 Bread
	Pentecost is associated with excitement in worship, but it is much more than that.  It is much more than that on several levels.  Pentecost is the Greek word for fifty days; it was used in Jesus’ time the way that we use Fourth of July to mean Independence Day.  Pentecost, or fifty days after Passover, is the Jewish festival of the first harvests of wheat and other grains, the basic food for them.  Shah-VOO-ot was given as one of the festivals requiring attendance at the temple in Jerusalem.  It was set as the day after a “week of weeks” (7 weeks X 7 days) as a festival of bread.
Bread.  It is a festival of bread.  In the first century, it was also connected to the giving of the law, the Torah, on Mount Sinai.  Bread and the Word of God are tied together in a single celebration by believers!  Why would we do such a thing?  

Let us look at Deuteronomy 8:3 “He humbled you by letting you hunger, then by feeding you with manna, with which neither you nor your ancestors were acquainted, to make you understand that one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.”  
And the Word of the Lord, of course, is the Law!  This verse is what Jesus quoted in response to the temptation to turn stones into bread at the beginning of His ministry.	

Shavuot is the day that God gave the Law to Moses on the mountaintop.
King David was believed to have both been born and died on Pentecost.  His grandmother, Ruth, is celebrated as a convert, an adoptee into the family of God, on this day.

Pentecost was a day that reinforced the idea that they had something special in this relationship with their God.  They had the law with a history of direct connection to their God.  Their ancestors, our spiritual forebears, had seen the pillar of fire and cloud and followed it to the mountain in the desert where Moses received the Law for them.  Jewish traditions assert that they arrived at Mt Sinai, fifty days after leaving Egypt on Passover.
	As long as the temple existed in Jerusalem, the Jews would come there from all over the world to celebrate the feasts as a nation.  This explains the babel of languages present in the streets outside the house where the disciples were gathered.  The listed languages were those spoken from Egypt to Persia to Rome,  the whole world as they understood it.
	The kingdom Jesus inaugurated advances through the outpouring of the Spirit. The life, death, and resurrection of Christ were not the completion of God’s promise to Israel. Thus, after his death, Jesus instructed his followers to remain in Jerusalem, so that the promise would be fully realized. Pentecost is the climax of the Christian year, as it is only with this celebration that we can tell the whole story of God’s redemption.
Oh, I’d almost forgotten what the big deal is at Pentecost.  It’s people talking.  It is about one hundred and twenty people who have been praying for a week or ten days, when there is a rush of wind and fire coming into the house and upon them, driving them out into the streets.  They are driven out of the safety and comfort of the house and into the packed streets of a holiday festival, think Mardi Gras in New Orleans, picture Times Square on New Year’s Eve.  They run out into the streets and start telling stories; they are excited, but they are telling stories that the crowds understand...even though they are citizens of the whole world.  

Luke tells us that when the Spirit had burst forth in this group in Jerusalem, some suspected that the local wine was involved, as it had gathered a lot of attention.  The Spirit alone is inviolable. It is the most delicate element of all. The all-pervading celestial ether never forces itself on crude, earthy matter. On earth, what lasts longest belongs to the realm of the crudest. The finer the organs, the more endangered their life is. The kingdom Jesus brought, which has to do with the pure Spirit, is not of this gross world. 
Our brother Rocky took the opportunity to step up and give an invitation speech to the riotous crowd.  He stood up to clarify that these Galileans, these “other” people, had the good news, the good news that was rooted in the scripture of the law, of the prophets, and the recent resurrection of Jesus, the Christ.  The Sanhedrin had been afraid of riots weeks earlier when they executed this Nazarene, because “no good thing comes from Nazareth”; everybody knew that.  Riots are never the result of justice; riots and civil disorder are an effect of the failure of government to be just, the failure of government to resist corruption, and the failure of government to ensure that workers get paid what they are entitled to.
	But Pentecost is also the beginning. Christ is the living Lord. He is not absent in some far-off spiritual realm. A new era has begun, a new creation is born. All is finally summed up through God’s new creation of the church. The mighty wind that gave birth to the church at Pentecost, however, involves the affairs of nations and empires. 
That wind, that Spirit, created a new nation that was no longer subject to the constraints of the past and the boundaries that keep us apart. God’s salvation is the creation of a new society that invites each person to become part of a new age that the nations of this world cannot provide.
God’s kingdom is dedicated to the proposition that all are the creations of God, all are equal by grace, and I love all.  Well, they should be loved by you, too.
	That story cannot be told rightly unless it includes the church as God’s creation to heal our separateness. 
For what God did at Pentecost, he continues to do; God renews and sustains the presence of the church so that the world might know there is an alternative to Babel. 
We do have an alternative to Babel, 
an alternative to confusion, 
an alternative to fear of one another, and finally to war. 
We don’t just have an alternative story, but insofar as we are the church, we are the alternative. 
We are God’s new language. 
I hope that you have heard the Good News in a language that you understand today, that is what Pentecost is about.  
It is about hearing that God loves you and wants you to be happy enough to be able to enjoy the eternal life that is yours.  
Amen



