


All Saints Anglican Church
6904 Lougheed Highway, Agassiz, B.C. V0M 1A0
Bulletin October 20th, 2025 – October 26th, 2025 




‘The ground we walk does not belong to us; for thousands of years it has been - and remains - the territory of the Stó:lō. We are grateful for their sharing.

Phone: 604-796-3553
Website: www.allsaints-agassiz.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsFamily
OUR DOOR IS OPEN AND ALL ARE WELCOME
October 26th, 2025, Dedication Sunday
Priest in Charge: The Reverend Philip Barker
Hosts: Graham Featherstone/Jennifer Pinlac
Intercessor: Graham Featherstone
Lay Administrator: Dorothy Cresswell
Announcer: Virginia Jennings
Organ/Piano: Francesca Froehlich
Readers: Sheila Barker/Ginny Jennings
Vicar’s cell phone: Revd. Philip Barker. 778-867-2461
Vicar’s Warden: Ginny Jennings. 604-796-2206
People’s Warden: Lynn Laughlin. 604-799-5131
Parish email:   revpb1950@gmail.com
Please contact either warden if you have an issue that needs to be brought to the attention of the Vicar - or contact the Vicar direct (see above for details).

All Saint’s Calendar/Announcements:
· Book Club resumed on Zoom on September 3rd. Our new book is an exciting contemporary autobiography entitled "God's Double Agent: The True Story of a Chinese Christian's Fight for Freedom" by Bob Fu with Nancy French. It is available on Kindle or in paperback for $24.00 on Amazon. Please email Sheila at sjbarker0369@gmail.com if you would like to join the group discussions or have her order a book for you.

· Bible Study with Karol is every Saturday morning 0830-0900 on Zoom.

· Prayer Requests can be given on a piece of paper to either of the Wardens or the Vicar, or entered in the Prayer Request Book on the lectern. Alternatively, you can contact Anthea Lewis at antheamlewis@shaw.ca for Pray First Prayer Circle, which is a confidential online prayer circle.

· Music Requests may be given to the Wardens or the Vicar.

· AA meets in the hall every Tuesday and Friday at noon.

· Every Thursday in the hall 1100-1200 we have a social time with coffee, games if you like or just talk.  

· At 1000-1100 on Thursdays there is an Interactive Bible Study on the day’s Lectionary readings.  All are welcome – discover the treasures in this amazing book!  

· 5th Sunday of each month will be a potluck lunch after the service. Our next potluck is November 30th, 2025

· Craft Fair on Saturday October 25th, 1000 – 1600 (4:00pm)

· Food Bank Donations – we have started collecting non-perishable items for the food bank as Christmas will be upon us sooner than we realize. Please bring something for our hamper.


2026 Canadian Church Calendar
The 2026 Canadian Church Calendars have arrived and feature our very own ‘All Saint’s Anglican Church’ here in Agassiz. The photo was taken by Sheila, and we are all so excited to have our church featured as one of the months. 

If you pre-ordered a calendar, please see Ginny as your calendar(s) are waiting for you. If you didn’t pre-order a calendar, extras were ordered and are for sale in the hall. $5.00 each. Don’t miss out, bring your money on Sunday!



Ministerial Meandering
Anything but ‘plane’

I think we saw only two 2CV’s in all our trip.  That was, I admit, something of a disappointment, as we had had one of our own (in bright yellow) in another part of our existence.  The original 2CV has now become rather a collector’s item, so that the price to own one has risen along with its rarity.  Sad - they were great cars.

However, our rented little Opel saw us buzzing along the rural roads of Languedoc - Roussillon, noting with pleasure the complete absence of trucks/baakies.  There were lorries, of course, but not the horrific sized versions that North America sports - and there is a very good reason for both of these observations.
Without travelling on the autoroutes (highways), the vast majority of French roads are narrow and single-lane, which makes driving a large vehicle well-nigh impossible, unless you want to swap your wing mirror with the on-coming camion.
Parking spaces in towns are also ridiculously small by North American standards, and require a deftness of touch and skill to avoid shunting into place.

It helps to be prepared for your journey too, as the south of France closes from noon to 1600 each day, and if you had planned on having a leisurely lunch, and only start looking for somewhere around 1330, you are going to go hungry - or at the very least, incur the wrath of the local chef whose sieste de l’après-midi you have just curtailed.

Market day is different for each village or small town, as the same stalls move from one to another through the week, setting up to be ready at 0800, and closing promptly at noon, their stalls and equipment vanishing with astonishing speed into station wagons and white vans, as the motorized street-cleaning vehicles chase them away and clear up the detritus.  The stall owners can be seen, job done, with their feet up on the dash, chewing their prepared baguette, before also succumbing to the obligatory sieste, beneath the sunscreen of the local paper.

Villages pass by the windows of our car with grace and style; old, orange-yellow sandstone houses, looking as though no-one lives there - or ever has done - for decades.  But behind the main road there are other layers to the onion, often with old cobbled streets onto which the local ladies bring their dogs for afternoon gossip and physiological relief (for the dogs).

Frequently, in the bigger villages, an old church with an ancient wooden door ajar will beckon, and exploration may reveal speckled sunlight, dusty saints, and darker secrets of olden days.  The ones we visited were sadly empty of sentient life forms, and absent of any cadence of music - with the exception of the cathedral in Narbonne, where a Sunday morning mass was being celebrated, even though visitors were allowed access to the rest of the building other than the choir, where the mass was in progress.  A solitary nun sang the responses to the intercessions; the acoustics were superb.

But for all these moments, none sparked the memories of the France of my youth more than the avenues of plane trees down which we drove, mile after mile, through rolling vineyards, only a few of which had been touched by the recent fires.  It was a great trip, and anything but ‘plane.’


Philip+

Truth and Reconciliation
Thank you for the very positive response to the invitation to the current Table Talks series. I had to limit the numbers in the group because it is meant to be a series of small group conversations. Several people were disappointed, so I plan to run the series a second time, probably after Christmas.
Please let me know as soon as possible at sjbarker0379@gmail.com  if you would like to join. Feel free to ask those taking part now for their feedback.

Chuckle
Prayer – the original wireless connection.

Birthdays this Month[image: Balloons with solid fill]October

Maureen Moore – 7th 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We Pray for the Clergy and Congregation of: 

St. Augustine, Marpole – The Revd Katherine Hough and the Synod Office Staff
                         



Anglican Church of Canada Cycle of Prayer: We Pray for:

The Most Reverend John Stephens, Archbishop, and the clergy and people of the Diocese of New Westminster. Remembering October 31st, 1517 – as the day Martin Luther Published the Ninety-five Theses: sometimes cited as the launching of the Protestant Reformation. For an end to gender-based violence and human trafficking.

Collect 
Lord God our redeemer, who heard the cry of your people and sent your servant Moses to lead them out of slavery, free us from the tyranny of sin and death, and by the leading of your Spirit bring us to our promised land; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Readings

Joel 2:23-32									Sheila Barker

23 Be glad, people of Zion,
    rejoice in the Lord your God,
for he has given you the autumn rains
    because he is faithful.
He sends you abundant showers,
    both autumn and spring rains, as before.
24 The threshing floors will be filled with grain;
    the vats will overflow with new wine and oil.
25 “I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten
    the great locust and the young locust,
    the other locusts and the locust swarm
my great army that I sent among you.
26 You will have plenty to eat, until you are full,
    and you will praise the name of the Lord your God,
    who has worked wonders for you;
never again will my people be shamed.
27 Then you will know that I am in Israel,
    that I am the Lord your God,
    and that there is no other;
never again will my people be shamed.
28 “And afterward,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your old men will dream dreams,
    your young men will see visions.
29 Even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days.
30 I will show wonders in the heavens
    and on the earth,
    blood and fire and billows of smoke.
31 The sun will be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood
    before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.
32 And everyone who calls
    on the name of the Lord will be saved;
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
    there will be deliverance,
    as the Lord has said,
even among the survivors
    whom the Lord calls. 

Psalm 65
1 Praise awaits you, our God, in Zion;
    to you our vows will be fulfilled.
2 You who answer prayer,
    to you all people will come.
3 When we were overwhelmed by sins,
    you forgave our transgressions.
4 Blessed are those you choose
    and bring near to live in your courts!
We are filled with the good things of your house,
    of your holy temple.
5 You answer us with awesome and righteous deeds,
    God our Savior, the hope of all the ends of the earth
    and of the farthest seas,
6 who formed the mountains by your power,
    having armed yourself with strength,
7 who stilled the roaring of the seas,
    the roaring of their waves,
    and the turmoil of the nations.
8 The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders;
    where morning dawns, where evening fades,
    you call forth songs of joy.
9 You care for the land and water it;
    you enrich it abundantly.
The streams of God are filled with water
    to provide the people with grain,
    for so you have ordained it. 
10 You drench its furrows and level its ridges;
    you soften it with showers and bless its crops.
11 You crown the year with your bounty,
    and your carts overflow with abundance.
12 The grasslands of the wilderness overflow;
    the hills are clothed with gladness.
13 The meadows are covered with flocks
    and the valleys are mantled with grain;
    they shout for joy and sing.

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18							Ginny Jennings

6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is near. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

16 At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them. 17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s mouth. 
18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Luke 18:9-14						Vicar Philip Barker
9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’
14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”



Odds and Ends:

Time Change Is Coming Soon – November 2nd
Don’t forget that we gain an hour on Sunday November 2nd so you will have to adjust your clock back an hour or you will be really early for church, but on a positive note, you won’t have an issue with parking
[image: Alarm clock with solid fill]

Photographic Caution

This is a polite request to all those of you who like to take photographs in church.  If you are taking pictures of people – especially children - you must ask their (parents) permission to publish them on social media.  
If you are taking pictures of other church items – particularly the slides used in the Art Gallery – you must not publish them on your own web pages or personal Facebook page without the permission of the Vicar.  They may well be misinterpreted as they are shown without the context of the verbal presentation, and then taken for a political statement.  This ‘statement’, in turn, may also be misinterpreted and result in the diocese sanctioning All Saints for misrepresenting the Anglican Church in the Fraser Valley.
Church photos may safely be posted on our own Church Facebook page, as these are subject to oversight and editing as necessary.

Remember that social media is a two-edged sword, and can be very dangerous and damaging.  Currently, we have a very good relationship with our diocese and the archbishop.  I would hate for this to be destroyed by carelessness or lack of thought by people casually posting photographs on their media pages, without considering the consequences that might result.

Thank you all for your attention to this matter.

Philip+
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