LUTHERAN CHURCH
OCTOBER 26, 2025
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Introduction

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out
the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus
Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in

baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.



PRELUDE

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING MUSIC

GATHERING

MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS (ELW #596)
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1 My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 Whendark-ness veils his love-ly face, I rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus - tainme in the rag - ing flood;
4  When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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no mer-it of my own I claim,but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
in ev-"ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then is all my hope and stay.

clothed in his righ-teous-ness

a-lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!

Refrain
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On Christ, the sol - id rock, I stand; all oth - er ground is
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sink -ing sand, all oth - er ground is sink - ing  sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

CALL TO WORSHIP

(Inspired by Psalm 46)

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains shake
in the depths of the sea;
though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most

High.

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day.
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.



The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has brought upon the
earth;

behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters the
spear, and burns the shields with fire.

“Be still, then, and know that | am God; | will be exalted among the nations; | will be
exalted in the earth.”

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect
and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow
on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT READING JEREMIAH 31:31-34

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 321t will not be like the covenant that | made with their
ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that
they broke, though | was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that | will
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: | will put my law within them, and
| will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. 3*No longer
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for | will forgive their iniquity, and
remember their sin no more.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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1 Lord, keep us stead-fast in your word; curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, your pow’r make known, for you are
3 0 Com - fort - er of  price - less worth, send peace and
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by de - ceit or sword would wrest the king-dom from your Son
Lord of lords a - lone; de - fend your ho - ly church, that we
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and bring to naught  all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - nal ly.
and lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

GOSPEL READING

The Holy Gospel according to John, Glory to You, O Lord.

JOHN 8:31-36

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly
my disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you

mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there

forever. 3 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Live Free AND Die PASTOR DAVID YOUNG

Questions: 1) Consider a time when it was difficult to tell someone the truth. What did you lose?
What did you gain?
2) For the Christian, freedom means servanthood. How do you make sense of this
seeming contradiction?

HYMN OF THE DAY
“IN CHRIST ALONE”

Music and lyrics Keith Getty, Stuart Townend
© 2001 Thankyou Music Ltd Admin: Capitol CMG Publishing

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with “God of grace” and the response will be “receive our prayer”



SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE

MEAL

OFFERING
Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran
Church! In-person gifis may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical
Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent OR code.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - Ancient Words with How Firm a Foundation- Choir & Piano
OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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san-na in the high - est; ho - san - na in the high - est.

Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the Table.
For the Lord Jesus is with us, and all are welcome!

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!
Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform the
communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.
You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by the
second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice is also available.
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing.




LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION SONG

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

“WE ARE AN OFFERING”

Music and lyrics: Dwight Liles
© 1984 Curb Word Music Admin CURB | Word Music Publishing

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION

SENDING

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you : wherever he may send you;
may he guide you through the wilderness : protect you through the storm;
may he bring you home rejoicing : at the wonders he has shown you;

may he bring you home rejoicing : once again into our doors.

In the name of the  Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit Amen.



SENDING SONG A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD (ELW #504)
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1A might - y for - tress is our God, a sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of  ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of dev-ils fill  the land all threat-’ning to  de -
4 God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who
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fear it; for God him - self fights by our  side with
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God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not 0 - ver - pow’r us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of  the Spir - it. Were they to  take our house,
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has  sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a-dored. He holds the field vic -to -  rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev - er!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

DISMISSAL



Thank you for worshiping with us today.

We hope every person fe[t welcomed here, especiaﬂy ouwr guests. We trust that our time together has ﬁUed you with a sense ofjoy and
peace, and we invite you to return soon.



Advent 2025 at Bethel

Sunday, November 30th- 1st Sunday in Advent 9:30am Worship
10:45am Advent Wreath Making & Chrismon Tree in Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, December 3rd - 6:30pm Holden Evening Prayer

Sunday, December 7th- 2nd Sunday in Advent 9:30am Worship
10:45am Sanctuary Decorating with Liturgical Arts Team

Wednesday, December 10% - 6:30pm Holden Evening Prayer
Sunday, December 14 - 3rd Sunday in Advent 9:30am Christmas Cantata during Worship
Wednesday, December 17" - 6:30pm Holden Evening Prayer

Sunday, December 21st- 3pm Blue Christmas Worship TVOR

Wednesday, December 24" Christmas Eve
3:00pm Christmas in a Barn Worship (Cloverdale Barn)
7:00pm Candlelight Communion Worship (Bethel sanctuary)



BETHEL STAFF & COUNCIL

Rev. Dr. David N. Young, Pastor pastordave@bethelwinchester.com
Vicar Lynette McSpadden vicar_lynette@bethelwinchester.com
Kristal Cutler, Director of Music music@bethelwinchester.com

Edie Donovan, Parish Nurse emcgoff@gmail.com

George W. Donovan, Sr., Director of Safety security@bethelwinchester.com

and Security

Shawn Garner, Facility Management facility@bethelwinchester.com
Financial or Giving Questions administrator@bethelwinchester.com
Matt Meade & Lexy Grymala Nursery Managers office@bethelwinchester.com

Mel Siebert, Youth Ministry youth@bethelwinchester.com

Nina Davis, Office Manager office@bethelwinchester.com

Patty White, Parish Custodian annwhite54@aol.com

Council Executive Committee

RACHEL CARLSON, PRESIDENT, TEXT/CALL 540-533-4312, EMAIL rachel.carlson@bethelwinchester.com

BRIAN DAVIES, VICE-PRESIDENT & MINISTRY TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-305-7529,EMAIL brian.davies@bethelwinchester.com
CHERIE LAUCK, SECRETARY &COMMUNICATIONS TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-336-0300, EMAIL cherie.lauck@bethelwinchester.com
LYNDA GRYMALA, TREASURER & FINANCE TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-222-9408, EMAIL lynda.grymala@bethelwinchester.com

DAVID YOUNG, PASTOR

CouNcIL GENERAL MEMBERS

MATT LYMAN, EMAIL MATT.LYMAN@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM

MEL SIEBERT, EMAIL MEL.SIEBERT@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM

LEEANNE MARPLE EMAIL LEEANNE.MARPLE@BETHELWINCHESTER.COM

RENE HOLLEBRANDSE, MINISTRY TEAM EMAIL C.J.HOLLEBRANDSE@GMAIL.COM

JENNIFER LAFOLLETTE, FINANCE TEAM JNANLAFOLLETTE@GMAIL.COM

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
www.bethelwinchester.com
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