
The Magi Example
Matthew 2



Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come 
to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

- Matthew 2:1-6



7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them 
what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me 
word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they 
went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went 
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
- Matthew 2:7-12



13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the 
child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by 
night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I 
called my son.”
- Matthew 2:13-15



16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and 
in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he 
had ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by 
the prophet Jeremiah:

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and loud lamentation,

Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

- Matthew 2:16-18



Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the 
Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.”
- Exodus 1:22



saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who sought the child's life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the child 
and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 
- Matthew 2:20-21



16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and 
in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he 
had ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by 
the prophet Jeremiah:

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and loud lamentation,

Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

- Matthew 2:16-18



21 And Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren. And the 
Lord granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22 The children 
struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this happening 
to me?”[b] So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her,

“Two nations are in your womb,
and two peoples from within you[c] shall be divided;

the one shall be stronger than the other,
the older shall serve the younger.”

- Genesis 25:21-23



4 And the priest answered David, “I have no common bread on hand, but there 
is holy bread—if the young men have kept themselves from women.” 5 And 
David answered the priest, “Truly women have been kept from us as always 
when I go on an expedition. The vessels of the young men are holy even when it 
is an ordinary journey. How much more today will their vessels be holy?” 6 So 
the priest gave him the holy bread, for there was no bread there but the bread of 
the Presence, which is removed from before the Lord, to be replaced by hot 
bread on the day it is taken away.

7 Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained before 
the Lord. His name was Doeg the Edomite, the chief of Saul's herdsmen.
- 1 Samuel 21:4-7



16 And the king said, “You shall surely die, Ahimelech, you and all your father's 
house.” 17 And the king said to the guard who stood about him, “Turn and kill 
the priests of the Lord, because their hand also is with David, and they knew 
that he fled and did not disclose it to me.” But the servants of the king would not 
put out their hand to strike the priests of the Lord. 18 Then the king said to 
Doeg, “You turn and strike the priests.” And Doeg the Edomite turned and struck 
down the priests, and he killed on that day eighty-five persons who wore the 
linen ephod. 19 And Nob, the city of the priests, he put to the sword; both man 
and woman, child and infant, ox, donkey and sheep, he put to the sword.
- 1 Samuel 22:16-19



Remember, O Lord, against the Edomites
the day of Jerusalem,

how they said, “Lay it bare, lay it bare,
down to its foundations!”

- Psalm 137:7



16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and 
in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he 
had ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by 
the prophet Jeremiah:

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and loud lamentation,

Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

- Matthew 2:16-18



19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead.” 21 And he rose 
and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when 
he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district 
of Galilee. 23 And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was 
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.
- Matthew 2:19-23



There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

- Isaiah 11:1



19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead.” 21 And he rose 
and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when 
he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district 
of Galilee. 23 And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was 
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.
- Matthew 2:19-23



They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
- Matthew 2:5-6 (Micah 5:2)

...This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my 
son.”
- Matthew 2:15 (Hosea 11:1)

Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:
“A voice was heard in Ramah,

weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”
- Matthew 2:17-18 (Jeremiah 31:15)



19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead.” 21 And he rose 
and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when 
he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district 
of Galilee. 23 And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was 
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.
- Matthew 2:19-23



And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.
- Matthew 2:23



andhewentandlivedinacitycallednazarethsothatwhatwasspokenbytheprophets
mightbefulfilledthathewouldbecalledanazarene.
- Matthew 2:23



And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.
- Matthew 2:23



And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled. He would be called a Nazarene.
- Matthew 2:23



Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men[a] from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, 
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose[b] and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard 
this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After 
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the 
place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 
And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and 
flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his 
mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, 
“Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem 
and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what 
was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,

weeping and loud lamentation,

Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go 
to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he 
withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, 
that he would be called a Nazarene.



45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses 
in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
said to him, “Come and see.”
- John 1:45-46



Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come
to worship him.”
- Matthew 2:1-2

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them
what time the star had appeared.
- Matthew 2:7



Know therefore and understand that from the going out of the word to restore 
and build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be 
seven weeks. And for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again[e] with squares and 
moat, but in a troubled time.
- Daniel 9:25



I see him, but not now;
I behold him, but not near:

a star shall come out of Jacob,
and a scepter shall rise out of Israel;

it shall crush the forehead[c] of Moab
and break down all the sons of Sheth.

- Numbers 24:17



Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come
to worship him.”
- Matthew 2:1-2

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them
what time the star had appeared.
- Matthew 2:7



My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge...
- Hosea 4:6



“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will 
be hated by all nations for my name's sake. 10 And then many will fall away and 
betray one another and hate one another. 11 And many false prophets will arise 
and lead many astray. 12 And because lawlessness will be increased, the love 
of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
- Matthew 24:9-13



And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the 
voice of the Lord your God. 3 Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall 
you be in the field. 4 Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your 
ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young of 
your flock. 5 Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 6 Blessed 
shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.
- Deuteronomy 28:2-6



The Magi Example
Matthew 2
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