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ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 21, 2024 

 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are invited to speak sans serif Bolded type with the congregation.  
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Introduction to the day 
Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless needs to be met, on 

Jesus and his disciples. Yet in today’s gospel Jesus advises his disciples to get away and rest, to take care 

of themselves. Sometimes we think that when others are in great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at 

all; but Jesus also honors the caregivers’ need. We are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and for 

ourselves. 
 

Prelude: “Blessed Are You”              (Roberta Rowland-Raybold) 

Gathering 
*Confession and Forgiveness   
L: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

L: Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. A: Amen. 
 

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

L: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

L: God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question 

your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own 

understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your 

ways. Turn us again to you, for where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal 

life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
 

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn: “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”          (ELW 645) 

 



3 
 

 

 
 

 

*GREETING 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. A: And also with you.   
 

*Prayer of the Day 
L: Let us pray.  O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully 

feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may 

embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord..  A: Amen 
 

 

 

Word 
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
The first readings during this summer tell the stories of the early kings of Israel: Saul, David, and 

Solomon. After David was acclaimed king, he conquered Jerusalem, which had not been in the 

territory of any of the tribes of Israel, and made that city his capital. To cement its prestige, he 

moved the Ark of the Covenant – the earthly throne of God – permanently to a tent within it. But 

the Ark seemed to demand something more than a tent. The promise God makes in this passage 

turns on the double meaning of the word “house” – either a dwelling place or a dynasty. 
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1 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his 

enemies around him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house 

of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you 

have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” 

  4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell my servant 

David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6 I have not lived 

in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have 

been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved about among all 

the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 

commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 

cedar?” 8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: 

I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 

Israel; 9 and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies 

from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of 

the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they 

may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 

more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will 

give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will 

make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I 

will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will 

establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne 

of his kingdom forever. 14a I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 

L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Psalm: 89                             (Sung to the tune Joyous Light ELW 561) 

This psalm celebrates God’s promise in the first reading that David’s dynasty will be 

everlasting.
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Second Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22 
For the next several weeks we will be reading through the letter to the church in Ephesus. Like 

many letters of Paul, this one was written to a community split between Jewish and Gentile 

Christians. 
 

11 Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those 

who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human 

hands—12 remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the 

commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both 

groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between 

us. 15 He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might 

create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16 and might 

reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that 

hostility through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace 

to those who were near; 18 for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the 

Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the 

saints and also members of the household of God, 20 built upon the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him the whole 

structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also 

are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.     

        L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
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*Gospel Acclamation  

 

 

 
       My sheep | hear my voice.*  

         I know them, and they | follow me. 
 

*Gospel Reading: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
Jesus had sent the disciples out two by two to preach and heal, but has continued his own 

popular ministry. Verses 35-52 (omitted from today’s reading) relate the miracle of the feeding of 

the 5000, which we will hear next week from John’s Gospel. 
 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the sixth chapter.  A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, 

an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the 

plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the 

householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 

Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The 

slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in 

gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow 

together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first 

and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 

saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who 

sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the 

children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who 

sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just 

as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The 

Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and 

all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping 
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and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

             L: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  

Hymn Sing 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our voices in 

prayer. 
 

A brief silence. 

L: For the church of Jesus Christ in this and every land: Through the One who is the 

cornerstone of a firm foundation, join us together and build us up as a temple of mercy and 

peace. In your mercy, A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: For the creation: Cause new trees to be planted. Restrain the melting of polar ice caps. 

Save land from destruction. Like a shepherd tends her sheep, raise up from among us 

caretakers of all you have made. In your mercy, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: For the leaders of nations and heads of tribes (especially): Where peace seems far off, 

bring it near. Where justice seems fleeting, bring it to light. Where discord seems relentless, 

bring harmony. In your mercy, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: For the health and well-being of family, friends, and neighbors: Heal those who are sick 

(especially). Give courage to all who struggle with addiction. Touch with your tender care all 

who reach out to you in pain. In your mercy, 
A: hear our prayer. 
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L: For this assembly and for the faith communities represented this week at the ELCA Youth 

Gathering: Nurture the faith of young people as they encounter new experiences and 

people. Break down dividing walls and inspire collaboration among people of every age. In 

your mercy, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: In thanksgiving for those who have died (especially): Make us certain that in Christ we are 

no longer strangers and aliens but citizens with the saints in the household of God. In your 

mercy, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves and all 

for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our 

Savior and Lord. 
A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 
L; The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  

Meal 
Offering 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door 

to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 

Musical Offering: “Arioso”                 (Raymond H. Hann) 

Offertory: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”             (ELW 884) 

 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us 

to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. A: Amen. 
 
 

*Canticle of Thanksgiving: “Oh, Praise the Gracious Power”  (ELW 651) 

 

 

 
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
L: Holy God, our Maker, our Healer, our Teacher, your magnificent creation springs 

forth from your Word. All that has life and breath praises your name. For your Word 

that sustains the earth,  A: We thank you, O God. 
  

L: You sent us Jesus, your Word, to renew the world. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, 

preached your mercy, and called us to faith. For your Word in our Lord Christ,   
A: We praise you, O God. 
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L: Nourish us with the Spirit of your Word, that we may grow in grace, bearing the fruits 

of redemption, and sharing your strength and beauty with all the world. For your Word 

in our lives,  A: We entreat you, O God. 
  

L: Accept our thanksgiving and receive our prayer, for the sake of your living Word, 

Jesus our Savior. A: Amen. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*Post Thanksgiving Canticle – Now Lord                                    

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sending 
Announcements 
You may be seated.  
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*Blessing 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, 

☩ and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
 

Sending hymn: “The Church's One Foundation”          (ELW 654) 

 

 

 
 

*Dismissal  
L: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Postlude: “Song of Rejoicing”              (Robert J. Hugh) 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader...….……………………………………….Michelle McMullen 

Assisting Minister…………………………………….…….Art Reede 

Musician.……………………………………………............. Jim Rearick 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Ann Reede 

Reader……………………………………………………………Ann Reede 
 
About St. Paul 

Purpose 
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 

 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
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