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REFORMATION-CONFIRMATION SUNDAY - OCTOBER 26, 2025 – 9:00AM
Prelude: Fanfares on “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
arrangement by Robert Lau, Tune: EIN FESTE BURG by Martin Luther
Welcome & Announcements
Gathering Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”	ELW #504
Confession and Forgiveness
Kyrie: “Have Mercy on Us, Lord”	ELW pg. 203
Prayer of the Day
First Reading	Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 46
Second Reading	Romans 3:19-28
Gospel Acclamation: “Alleluia!  Lord and Savior”	ELW pg. 205
Gospel	John 8:31-36
Sermon	Pastor Erma Wolf
Hymn of the Day: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”	ELW #517
Affirmation of Baptism of Brecken Johnson
Share the Peace
Offerings Received: “Take the Name of Jesus with You” 
Composed by W. Howard Doane, arrangement by Cindy Berry
Offertory Prayer
Holy Communion
    Great Thanksgiving ELW pg. 206, “Holy, Holy, Holy” ELW pg. 207, 
    Words of Institution, Lord’s Prayer ELW pg. 208, Communion Song -
   “Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world” ELW pg. 208 
Communion Music: “Amazing Grace” arrangement by Cindy Berry,
from Virginia Harmony, 1831
Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 
Sending Hymn: “Making Their Way”	vv. 2 & 3 ACS #979
Postlude: “Almighty, Unchangeable God” arrangement by Cindy Berry
WORSHIP NOTES
Welcome to worship at Bethany Lutheran Church! It is our hope that you experience the love of Christ and His presence during our worship service this morning. If you are visiting today, please sign the guest book in the narthex. All who seek Christ’s true presence promised to us through the bread and wine, body and blood, are welcome and invited to commune. Everyone please sign the Fellowship Pad in your pew. This can help you get to know the others in your pew and it can help us keep in touch with you! Please be sure to mark this if you partake in Holy Communion. Thank you for filling out the Fellowship Pad! Large-print bulletins and assistive listening devices are available. If you benefit from either of these, please speak with an usher. 
Today is Reformation Sunday. The liturgical color for Reformation Sunday is red. Red is the color of fire. Because of the Acts 2 scripture read on Pentecost Sunday, it has come to represent the Holy Spirit dancing on the heads of the first disciples in the form of tongues of fire, and thus, the Holy Spirit itself. 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.
At our worship service today we celebrate the Rite of Confirmation, also called "affirmation of baptism". This mature and public profession of the faith, marks the completion of Bethany’s program of confirmation ministry. Affirming his baptism today is Brecken Johnson. 
Please take this bulletin home with you as a reference for this week’s calendar of events, as a reminder of Bethany family and friends to keep in your prayers, and for other useful information.
Today’s worship leaders are:
Pastor Erma Wolf & Elina Leander Ozolins, pianist-organist
Many thanks to our worship volunteers:
Greeter: Kirk & Sue Andersen, Reader: Sue Boblit, Usher: Kent Baker, 
Count: Connie Heien, Fellowship Hosts: Kirby & Sandi Schmidt
Communion Servers: Onalee Wright, Twilla Henning, Mary Marske &
Jody Volmer, Everyone in the Audio/Visual Booth
Worship is rebroadcast on SMU CH #2:
 Tuesday-5pm, Wednesday-10am
or can be found on YouTube® (Search Bethany Lutheran Church, Spencer IA)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
[bookmark: _Hlk114041210]FELLOWSHIP will be after worship in the parlor.  This gathering time is a great time to chat over a cup of coffee and sweet treat. All are welcome for fellowship and lively conversation! May this time of sharing in Christ’s love be a blessing to us all. Hope to see you there!
UDMO FOOD PANTRY Bring food and hygiene items to Bethany.  A basket is near the Welcome Center. We will deliver them to the pantry. Thank you all for supporting this ministry! Your gifts truly do make a difference in our community. Please see the list posted around the church of needed items.
FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL - the weekly Kidz Time - continues today after worship! We are excited that the ministry team from Lutheran Lakeside is leading Kidz Time. 
CONFIRMATION CLASSES are Wednesday evenings at 6 pm. Confirmation class is a time for students to learn more about the Bible, Small Catechism, and about their own faith life. 
THE SPENCER MESSIAH BOARD will be presenting "Selections from Handel's Messiah" on Sunday, Dec. 7th at 7:00 pm at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Spencer. Rehearsals for Handel’s “Messiah” are on Sundays at 6:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart Church.
CARING FRIENDS This small group opportunity consists of individuals who volunteer their time visiting homebound members and those in care facilities. Would you enjoy helping with this ministry? Contact Onalee Wright, Visitation Minister at Bethany (712-363-5153).
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME REMINDER Don’t forget – Daylight Saving Time comes to an end on Sunday, November 2. Remember to “fall back” and set your clocks back one hour at bedtime on Saturday night!
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY Join us in worship next Sunday, November 2, for 
All Saints Sunday. This is the time when we remember with thanksgiving those who have lived and died in the faith. We also will remember the beloved who have been baptized into Christ Jesus in this past church year.
ROOM AT THE TABLE Bethany has helped raise funds to cover the cost of milk for elementary kids for many years making sure all kids get milk.  There are milk cans on the table in the narthex where you can drop your donations to help with this. Thank you all for your donations over the years. - Faith in Action Team
PRAYER CONCERNS & REQUESTS
Health Concerns
Kirk Andersen, Cindy Heiter, Donna Jones, Jill Meyer, Steve McAllister,
Sylvia Moore, Don Moore, Jaci Schrier, Liz Vulk
Deb Albert (Cheri Klemme’s sister), DeAnna Bensen (Bill Bensen’s mother),
LuAnn Becker (Bob Becker’s sister), Bill Boblit (brother of Tom Boblit),                 
Dean Mechler (Deb Mechler’s husband)
Kiki Marske (Doug and Mary Marske’s sister-in-law), 
Sue Burg (Liz Essick’s cousin), 
Shannon VanDaalen (Lois Becker’s sister-in-law), and
Rebecca Wolf (daughter of Revs. Erma & John Wolf)
Prayers of Thanksgiving
Confirmation of Brecken Johnson
Those Who Mourn
The family of Judy Sorenson
CALENDAR
Sunday, October 26 Reformation Sunday
	9:00 am	Worship with Affirmation of Baptism/Confirmation
	10:15 am	Fellowship Time
[bookmark: _Hlk212019602][bookmark: _Hlk212019241]  10:15 am		Sunday Kidz Time
	6:00 pm	Messiah Rehearsal at Sacred Heart
    6:00 pm    “Hope Portal” Online Discussion Group 
Wednesday, October 29
	9:30 am	Bible Study & Prayer Group
	4:00 pm	Bethany Bells Practice
	6:00 pm	Confirmation
Saturday, November 1
	7:30 am	Men of Bethany Bible Study (in person & via ZOOM)
Sunday, November 2 All Saints’ Sunday–DST Ends, set clocks back one hr.
	9:00 am	Worship
	10:15 am	Fellowship Time
	10:15 am	Sunday Kidz Time
	6:00 pm	Messiah Rehearsal at Sacred Heart
[bookmark: _Hlk196918310]ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE
If you would like to give online to support 
the ministries of Bethany Lutheran Church,
scan this code for giving page on our website.
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Worship is rebroadcast on SMU CH #2:
 Tuesday-5pm, Wednesday-10am
or can be found on YouTube® (Search Bethany Lutheran Church, Spencer IA)
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