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Thank you again for having me back to speak this morning. I really enjoyed last week.
PR TE R AS Rk 2. ERRR S mEK.

Trinity is in a strong position as a congregation and I am praying for you as you seek your next pastor.
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I know Pastor Doug Green well. He will be a fine interim senior pastor until God brings the next leader
forward.
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The Bible says that a church without a lead pastor is like “sheep without a shepherd”. That’s not good.
So, Pastor Green will be good for you.
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Before we start the message, let me pick up again on what I do as CEO of Hopehill.
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A number of you have asked about my job. Hopehill is an affordable low cost housing society that helps low
income seniors live in Vancouver.
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If you are over 60 years of age, and make less than $51,000 a year, you are eligible to apply to live with us.
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You get your housing for 30% of your monthly income.

TR s 2 A S YN 30%.

Our target is to help the poor so the bulk of our people living with us are living on less than $25,000 a year.
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It’s independent living. Here’s a video clip to better explain us:
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Video Clip from 2024. 2 minutes. P 47; #4150

If you want to talk further about Hopehill, or make a gift to us, we can meet after the service.
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Before then though, let’s talk about “Finding Lost Sheep”.
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Have you ever lost anything? Car keys? Wallet? Your pen?
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My wife laughs because periodically she would lose one of our daughters in the grocery store.
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We had 3 daughters---our first born came, and then 18 months later, we had twins. And they all grew up

together.
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Periodically all the ladies would go to the grocery store, and you can imagine trying to keep 3 little girls in

check.
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Sometimes they would scatter throughout Save On and when they couldn’t find their mother, they were trained

to never talk to a stranger but go straight to customer service and tell the worker they were lost and couldn’t find

their mommy.
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And there would be an announcement over the speakers saying “attention Save On Shoppers” we are looking

for Barbara McDonald to come to the customer service desk as we have a very important family member

waiting for you.
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And there you go, my wife would find a lost daughter. Losing someone isn’t really all that funny.
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At times, it is so serious. Today we are going to learn about how the heart of God feels when people are lost to
Him. Let’s look more deeply into Luke 15:1-7.
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I am going to structure my talk into 4 questions—and the first question is this---
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1. What makes Jesus unhappy? What makes Jesus unhappy?
T AAEHSER AT 00 ? AT A LB R et Wi ?
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We read in the first two verses of this story that Jesus is spending time talking with the tax collectors, and the
sinners of society.

FERX BRI AT A 220y, AT BIER SR 1L 5 B Koo R FR AASIR .

To be literally specific—a tax collector was what we could call a “loan shark™ today.
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The tax collector would be hired by the Roman government to collect taxes due to Rome.
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But the tax collector was allowed to add whatever fees he could get away with and the person would have to
pay it.
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I remember a few years ago going to a restaurant in Gas Town for a Friday night evening out.
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As I pulled into a parking space on the street, I noticed that the sign said “pay parking from 9 am to 6pm”. [ was
feeling pretty good since it was already 7 pm before I arrived.
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I thought “yeah—free parking”. However, sitting on a milk crate in front of where I parked was a homeless
person.
PO CORUF T ——RPAFEET IR, AERRAF LA T A WA A — S A .
And he told me “he’d look after my car for me”. I told him “no thanks™ as it was free parking after 6 pm.
bt Rk “ IR E L. L 1, B BN R EERY.
He told me, “it would be a shame if my car got broken into that evening and for $5.00 he would make sure it
wouldn’t happen”. You know what I did? I paid him $5.00.
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Italians have a group called the Mafia that specialize in “protection” money.
BERMAE A BT AL T “ IR 2 7.
Basically, they go to a business and they say, “it would be a shame if your building burns down. If you pay us
$200 or $300 a month, it will never happen. But if you don’t, well it would be a shame”.
AATTER R U “ EERARFE RS AR 1o B AWM =, A0S ASSHITEIR, AT AT
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I was talking to a Chinese friend the other day and she told me about “Bao hu fei”.
B JLRA Lo E A AR, W3] “LrR) 5% 7.
I don’t know if I said it right, but you know what I mean. The tax collectors were not loved.
A E KB AT HER, (ERHEER. BEEfIAZIE.
And the sinners---you know who they were? Prostitutes. Sex trade workers? Really? Yes, that’s who they
were.
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And what did people do about Jesus? The Scripture says they “muttered” about it. Not to Him. But to each
other. They gossiped.
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They talked down about Him but never talked to Him. And that made Jesus unhappy. Why did that make him
unhappy?
AMERRR S, WARERER, ARG 1. XS HERERBIA PR x2Stk ?
Let me list the reasons—
BRI ——
1. Because that made the Pharisees and the Teachers of the law feel proud. We are better than that. Jesus
should be too. God hates pride.
PRI ARV A ZE NAEEBOT R B S fi. AbATTR S B Al A D0BK,  BRER i ER AT 1AL — 3. =
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2. Because it spoke poorly of Jesus. They thought he should stay away from people like that. Jesus loves
all people. Don’t tell him what to do.
PRI AR T HRER . Al ATA A MIZE B RN . HRERZ N . il 4 T A
3. Because it was just gossip. Just plain gossip. Talking about people behind their back is wrong. Talking
about God behind his back is even worse.
KA IX 2@ R i . RIS . 55 SO AARES R, 55808 g B2 9k Bngk.
4. Because it showed they didn’t trust Jesus.

KIvIX B 5 1 AbAT T BRER A ANME AT

God doesn’t like it when we speak disrespectfully or disparagingly of Him. And if you do, you know you
irritate Him.

EAAERIA T FABEIAC, AR, RO AR



Theologically do you know what it is called? It’s called blasphemy which none of us, if we are smart, ever want
to get involved in.
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If you are mad at God, you’d better talk to Him about it and don’t be smack-talking him to everybody else.
HRxS b PR, A B AR AT, ol B AR S E A ]
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There is a second thing in the passage---what makes Jesus’ happy even super happy? It’s found in vv 3-7.
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Follow along with my logic. If finding a lost sheep makes Jesus super happy, it means he’s just plain happy with
the ones who are found.
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Jesus is so happy with you here today. He loves the fact that you came to church to worship. He really does!
HRERA> H RMRE LM TE EE B0l MR ZARBTRE ORI F L. Al st !

He tells us in Matt 18:20 that if 2 or 3 are gathered together in His name, there he is in the midst of them.
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He was looking forward to you showing up in church today, even before you got here.
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When you sing songs of praise to Him like you did this morning, the Psalmist says “the Lord inhabits the
praises of His people” (Psalm 22:3).

BPRAVEAS R IR FE S VRIS, R AN “HEATHE I LE B B S N 37 (Bf e 22:3).

When you obey Him, He is delighted with you. 1 Samuel 15:22 tells us “I demand obedience not sacrifice”.
LRI AR A, fEER ORI TR S . R EAE 15022 5 URRATT: “HERIAERTER, ST arERRES . ”
I think God likes you a lot more than your neighbour likes you!
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I think He likes you more than you like yourself.
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If you want to feel God’s pleasure, then just be you. Live. Love. Laugh. Enjoy Him.

HREZ B En, AHFEMESLWEC. mildd, REg, RIERE. =2,

In the 17" Century the theologians put together the Westminster Catechism. It’s a document comprised of a
number of questions and answers.
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Question #1 is “what is the chief end of man? The answer comes back—*“it is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him,
forever”.
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God loves you and is excited to see you today. He’s happy with you.
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The second part of the question is what makes God super happy?

) 2R . AT AReik B o e ?

If you want to answer the last part of that question—take a look at verse 7.
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There is more joy in heaven when the shepherd finds one lost sheep than when the shepherd looks at the 90 and
9 safely in the fold. He’s super happy when the lost is found.
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Have you ever been lost? Really lost? I don’t mean spiritually, I mean physically lost?

RS EIRIE? IR ? FIRMARE R ERRL, w2 Sk Erikk.



We have GPS and map apps today so it’s really hard to get totally lost.
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But it used to happen. I have been totally lost one time in my life, and it was scary.
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I was 19 and I was a youth pastor. I took a group of 10 high school students on a 3 day canoe trip in Northern
Ontario.
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It was along a river and we would paddle for 3 days, sleeping out doors for two nights.
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On the first night, we pulled to the shore. And every student was asked to set up his ten within 100 feet of each
other. Not close, but not far apart.
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As their leader, I gave them time after supper to get settled in for the night.
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It was about 8pm on an August night and getting dark so I did my duty to go around to each of the tents and
check on them.
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By the time I had finished it was already dark so I turned to go back to my tent. But I got turned around.
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[ didn’t realize it, it was dark. I walked for 10 minutes through the bush and I realized, I had made a wrong turn.
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It’s pitch black. I thought this was bad so I started to jog in a different direction. After 5 minutes I stopped.
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I had to admit I was lost. And it’s funny—I thought, oh my goodness. I am going to sleep outdoors tonight.
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I won’t die because it’s August. But I’ll be eaten by the mosquitoes. And that didn’t sound like a plan.

X NHRARERIER, (HEHE I T AR A . X EA A2 EE.

So, I swallowed my pride, and I started to yell. Help. Help. And about 10 seconds later, from about 50 metres
away, | heard a voice of one of the high school students say “Jamey, is that you?”
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I was found. And boy, was I ever happy.
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The Scripture says that a person without Christ, is “lost”. They may not realize it for a while. But eventually
they do, and eventually they swallow their pride and ask the Shepherd for help.
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And when they do, it causes Jesus to be SUPER HAPPY.
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And that leads us to the 3™ question today—when does that happen? when do lost sheep get found by the
Shepherd?
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From my experience, there are 4 key times when a lost sheep is likely to be found by the shepherd. Let me list
them out for you---
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It often happens when they are a child, before they reach the age of 8 or 9. Because they are a child, the
wonder about dying and they wonder about where would they go if they were to die tonight? And a
wise parent, or a Sunday school teacher, or a loving camp counsellor tells them that “if you trust Jesus
and invite him into your heart, you will have eternal life. You will go to heaven when you die”. And that
little child, in child like faith, trusts God is found by the shepherd. That’s a big reason why you should
have children’s church for your children, and why children should go to Bible camp. They are likely to
be found by the shepherd.
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It also happens in their high school years, between 13 and 18. In that teenage time, all kinds of inner
questions arise. And for many their self worth craters. They see themselves as ugly, or stupid, or
unloveable. And a preacher or a youth pastor tells them of a God who knows everything about them, and
loves them just the same. He has unconditional love. And for a teenager, so vulnerable, and so anxious
to be loved, it’s like being found in their lostness. That’s why you have a youth group and invite
teenagers to give their lives to Jesus because He loves you more than anyone ever could.
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And it happens again, probably during university years when a young adult begins to ask the question—
why am I here? What’s the purpose in my life? Why do I even exist? And for many people, they
discover purpose in living for Jesus—in being a servant, a Christ follower. Many people are found
during their university years. That’s why the work of Christian groups on a university campus is so
important. Lost sheep can be found in their late teens and 20s.
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Finally, it can happen when people hit 50 or 60. It’s not likely, but it can still happen. Why? Because
they realize, I won’t live forever. They are going to die. And what happens when they die? They look for
answers. Islam says if you do enough good things, you go to heaven. If you do too many bad things, you
don’t. Hmmm. Buddhism says if you do good, you go forward. If you do bad, you go

backwards. Christianity says—if you trust Christ as your saviour, you go to heaven when you die. You
have a choice. And it’s interesting what people choose.
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And that leads to our 4™ and final question, “HOW? does this all happen? How do lost sheep get found by the
Shepherd?

AT G| T RATHEE VYA B m — A ) SEBLX — )7 2R RS AT g N 1m] ?

I’'m going to share with you 3 different ways:
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1. Sometimes they meet the Shepherd directly, and it’s powerful. When I was a boy growing up in Canada
in the 60’s, it was more of a Christian nation. We said the Lord’s Prayer every day in school. We even
had a Bible reading. In Grade 5, the Gideon’s came to our classroom and gave everyone a new
testament. If you asked most people in Canada if they were Christians, they’d say “of course. We are not
Buddhists. We aren’t Hindus. We are Christians. We are Canadian”. But we weren’t really. We had no
heart knowledge of Jesus. One summer, when [ was 15, I was invited by my friends to go to Bible
camp. They told me that there was tons of food to eat. And there was water skiing. And because |
was 15 year old boy, they told me “there were girls”. Wow—I"m in! and they also told me that there
was chapel every evening but I was okay with that because I knew the words to the Lord’s prayer. And I
had a Gideon Bible. But I got to camp and it must have been the 2" or 3™ night, and the preacher was
talking about a personal relationship with God through Jesus. And there, as a 15 year old, I was found by
the shepherd.
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My point is, sometimes, people come into a church, or into a gathering, and they understand for the very first
time, how God loves them, and wants them to be part of his family. And they are found.
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And that’s why, I usually give people an opportunity to receive Christ when they come to church.
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People should meet Jesus in church! And if you have a friend, don’t apologize or hesitate to ask them to come
to church with you! They might meet the shepherd?
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2. Sometimes they meet the Shepherd, because they meet sheep that know the shepherd, and it speaks to
them. I have a younger brother, about 2 years younger than I am. About 4 years after | had become a
Christian, I was going to a youth group bbq. It was a pool party in someone’s back yard. I invited my
brother to come along. He wasn’t a Christian. He just watched that entire evening as the youth lived out
their Christian lives. Later on that night, as we were driving home, he asked “what was going on there
tonight?” I said, “what do you mean?”” He says, “was everyone on drugs? Or drinking? They all seemed
so happy? ” It impressed him immensely. The way people loved each other. Two year later, he became a



Christian because he saw what it was like to be loved. The shepherd found him. Don’t be afraid to invite
people into your journey and your friends. They may find the shepherd.
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Sometimes, they meet the Shepherd long after they have started hanging out with sheep. People become
part of a church because, they like the people. And they like the food served. And the music is really
cool. But no, they really don’t believe all that stuff. But after a while, it starts to get to them, and don’t
be surprised if it becomes real. I was in a church in Richmond a few months back. The person playing
the drums had been coming to the church for a year. He wasn’t a Christian when he started coming but
he could play the drums so the music pastor asked him to play the drums in their worship times. After
months of playing the drums, the Lord softened his heart, and he became a Christian because he was
found by the shepherd. I know it sounds scary to some of us, but, you don’t have to be a Christian to
come to church. And you don’t have to become a Christian to be part of a church. Everyone is

invited. It’s not my job to find sheep, the shepherd does it. And let me tell you, there is more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents than the 90 and 9 safely in the fold.
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Let me finish my sermon with these two final thoughts.
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Today, has the Shepherd found you yet?
HR, AR NRBNR 1 ?

Who do you know that needs to be found. Is there enough room in your life to include them that they
might be found by the shepherd?
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