
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 

Reformation Sunday 

October 26, 2025 – 9:30 a.m. 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, 
the church must always be reformed in order to 
live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing 
world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, 
that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this 

life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in 
baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more 
fully in worship and mission. 

Today, we thank Pastor Paul Townsend 
 for leading our Reformation Service. 

__________________________________________ 
Please scan this QR code from your mobile device to open a 
survey about what gifts and skills that you would like to share 
with your St. Matthew’s family. 
You can also go to the link to access the survey. Additionally, it will 
be posted in the Around the Church Newsletter and around campus. 
https://forms.gle/PC66D8dp7Qpnus4t8 
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WELCOME  
Please stand 

 
 
 
GREETING 
 
P:   The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

 

HYMN                                                    A Mighty Fortress is Our God ELW 504 

 



 

                                                     
       
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 

in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Merciful and loving God, 

C: we are your stiff-necked people. 

We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. 

We turn away from the poor. 

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 

Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 

and have been found. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

C: Amen. 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

C: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in 

every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in your 

word, protect and comfort us in times of trial, defend us against all enemies of the gospel, 

and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
 
 
FIRST READING                                                                   Jeremiah 31:31-34 
                                                                                     
A: A reading from the Book of Jeremiah, the thirty-first chapter. 

 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they 

broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I 

will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall 

they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from 

the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 

their sin no more. 

 

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

 



SECOND READING                                                               Romans 3:19-28 
 

A: A reading from the Book of Romans, the third chapter.  

 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For “no 

human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 

comes the knowledge of sin. 

  21 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by 

the law and the prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through 

faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 

over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 

righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but 

by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

 

P: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

   

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                   Precious Lord, Take My Hand ELW 773 
 
Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,  

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.  

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light. 

 

Take My Hand, precious Lord, lead me home.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL                                                                                       John 8:31-36 
 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.  

C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly 

my disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They 

answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What 

do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 

sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 

forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 
Please be seated 

 
 
 

MESSAGE: WHO AM I?                                                Pastor Paul Townsend      
 
 
 

Please stand 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN                                      I Want to Walk As A Child of the Light ELW 815 
 

 
 
 
 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
P: Bound together by the Spirit, let us confess our faith: 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 

P: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation. 

A brief silence. 

P: God of grace, 
(sung)  

C: Let my prayer rise up like incense before you, 

 the lifting up of my hands as an offering to you.  

 

P:  We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
P:   The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

 
Please be seated 

 
 

THE OFFERING 
 

Please stand 
 
 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
 

In gratitude to God we give out of the abundance that God has given us. 

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
  

P: Lord of the harvest, 

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 

but on you, who richly provides for us. 

Multiply what we have gathered 

to bless all who are suffering and in need, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 



P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 

In the harmonious world of your creation the plants and animals 

The seas and stars were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 

You sent your Son to call us to yourself, 

to heal our ills, and to form us again into one. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, 

We await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Holy Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

Strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 

And by this bread and cup form us into the body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty God, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy church, 

both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together our Lord’s Prayer: 

C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 
Please be seated 



COMMUNION 
This is God’s table so all are welcome to join the feast. 

 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available.  

 

P:  Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 

Come to this meal of mercy. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P: O God, 

through this meal you have strengthened us 

and appointed us to be your servants. 

Send us to do good and to share our possessions 

with all in need. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 

Please stand 
 

 
 
BLESSING 
 
P: The God of righteousness, 

who gives justice to the oppressed, 

who gives food to the hungry, 

who sets the prisoners free, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
 



 
SENDING HYMN                                                                        Everlasting God 
 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

 

Our God You reign forever 

Our Hope our strong Deliv'rer 

  

You are the everlasting God 

The everlasting God 

You do not faint 

You won't grow weary 

You're the defender of the weak 

You comfort those in need 

You lift us up on wings like eagles 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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