Theme
We need God

Object
Bible; blocks to build a fower

Scripture
Luke 18:9-14

Every child at some time in their life has played with building blocks. | sfill
remember the fun | had as a child building different things from these blocks. One
thing that | remember very well is that | used to enter into a contest with another
child to see who could build the tallest tower. The one who could stack up the
most blocks without their tower falling were the winner. Did you ever play that
game? | thought it might be fun to play the tower game this morning. Here is the
way we will play. For every good thing we've done, | will add a block. Let’s see if
| can build this block high enough to reach heaven. Let's see, where shall | starte
(Encourage children to call out good things. Add blocks until the tower falls over.)

Jesus taught His disciples that whenever people think they are so good that they
don’'t need God, they are headed for a falll Pick up two blocks and use them to
tell the story. One block will be the Pharisee and one will be the Tax Collector.
Hold up the appropriate block while you talk.

Jesus told about two men who went to the temple. A temple is like a church. One
of the men bragged about all of the great things he did and thanked God that
he wasn't like those ofher sinners in the temple. The other man, instead of
bragging about how great he was, humbly asked God to forgive him for all of the
times he failed to be the kind of person that God wanted him to be. This man
knew that he could never do enough good things to be as high as God. This man
knew that he needed God.

Jesus was not the least bit impressed with all of the bragging of the first man. After
all, when we compare our goodness to the goodness of Jesus, it just doesn't stack
up, does it?

Prayer of the Day:

Heavenly Father, please help us remember that when we build our lives upon our
own goodness, we are headed for a fall. Instead, let us never forget that we need
You because You are so good. In Jesus' hame we pray, amen.
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The Pharisee & the Tax Collector

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
Crossword

For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted. Luke 18:14b (NIV)

Based on Luke 18:9-14
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ACROSS DOWN
1. To speak to God 1. A story told by Jesus to teach
2. Money paid to support the his followers

government 2. A place of worship
4. Modest, not proud 3. Showing great kindness and
5. Someone who steals from forgiveness

someone
6. A person who breaks God's law

TEMPLE ROBBER MERCY SINNER
HUMBLE PARABLE TAX PRAY
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Sunday School Crafts Activities: “Pray and Don't Give Up” handout”

PRAY AND
DON’T GIVE UP

W\,

Materials needed:

® Crayons or markers
e Stapler
® 3sheets of blank paper for each child

Procedure:

Give each child a “Pray and Don't Give Up Prayer Journal” handout. Encourage
children to color the prayer journal cover and write their name on it. Have kids
follow these steps: Place the cover face down. Lay three sheets of paper on top
of the cover. Fold the pages in half. Staple along the left edge of the cover to
make the book. Encourage children to write and draw their prayers in their prayer
journal during the week.

Lesson from the crafts activity:
The parable teaches us the persistent prayer shows strong faith, and that God

always hears and answers those who keep trusting Him, even when the answer
seems delayed.



