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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
Introduction: Faith gives substance to the things you hope for when you believe you have received your petition BEFORE you see it in the natural realm. Hebrews 11:1 is simply saying that, faith is taking hold of the unseen realm of hope and bringing IT into the realm of reality. Remember, faith is NOT hope and hope is NOT faith. Faith says, “I have it now!” Hope says, “I will get it sometime.” Faith is ALWAYS in the present tense; hope is future tense.
We are going to contrast two common responses to God’s Word: head faith vs. heart faith. Head faith knows what the Word of God says, and mentally agrees with it, but it does not let it shape their actions, emotions, or expectations. Heart faith believes and receives God’s Word as their present reality and acts in agreement with it, from that moment forward. 
Biblical examples show the consequences of both: Thomas waited for visible proof of Christ Resurrection and missed the Blessing of faith, while Abraham, the “Father of Faith” believed God’s Word against all natural evidence and saw God perform His Word. For us today IN Christ” we are going to see that we must stop postponing what Christ has already accomplished, and freely given us, and instead begin to live in the fullness of every “IN Christ” reality, that is already ours!

I. Head Faith Vs. Heart Faith
1. John Wesley was born in 1703 in England and entered ministry as an ordain priest in 1728 at age 24, in the Church of England.
A. In 1738 after a very unsuccessful missionary trip to America he was returning by to England he experienced his own “evangelical conversion” as he put it, and this is when we he came to trust in Christ alone for salvation rather than just good works.
B. After this he started a movement in England in which his followers where called “Methodist.” 
C. In 1739 they organized to form Methodist societies and they ended up becoming the Methodist denomination that we know today.
D. Preaching against dead religion and in favor of the Holy Spirit eventually got him kicked out of every church in England, and it was then that he started having open air meetings in fields.
E. In these meetings thousands would attend and thousands at a time would get saved through the preaching of the simple Gospel message. Later he went back to America with similar results.
F. In his ministry He travelled over 250,000 miles on horseback from one town to the next and preached over 40,000 sermons centered on salvation in England, Ireland, and throughout America.
G. It is estimated that during his ministry that hundreds of thousands of people came to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior!
H. He had a large part in the revival that what came to be known as the Great Awakening.
I. One thing that he noted is that that many people who were in church, were not actually saved.
J. They had MENTALLY agreed to certain Truths of the Word of God, but not in their HEARTS, as they were not responding to the Word of God, in faith and acting on what it said. 
K. He was speaking concerning the people having Head Faith which he called “Mental Assent” and NOT Heart Faith especially concerning salvation, but this is also true concerning healing, wisdom, finances, the baptism of the Holy Spirit, or anything else.
L. Mental Assent, is defined as the intellectual agreement that something is true without letting it change your actions, emotions, or you remain unresponsive.
M. In contrast, Heart Faith or Real Bible Faith leads us into corresponding action on the Word that brings results.
2. Many times, people who are agreeing mentally with God’s Word think that they are really believing God’s Word but in reality, they are NOT, and they fail to receive from God as a result. Here is the difference:
A. Real Bible Faith or Heart Faith says, “I take it. It’s mine. I have it NOW!”
B. Head Faith says, will mentally agree and do nothing or they will pray and ask God to do something for them “IN HOPE” and not get results then say “Well I know I should have it, but for some reason I can’t seem to get it to work for me.”
C. People who are only mentally agreeing with what the Word says are NOT believing, they are mentally assenting.
D. They agree that the Word of God is true, but they are NOT appropriating God’s Truth for themselves.
E. Mental assent people will say things like, “I believe I am going to get my healing.” They will call this believing but this is NOT faith, this is hope as it is future tense.
F.  Hope cannot receive from God, ONLY by faith can we receive.
G. 1 Peter 2:24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you WERE healed. 
H. Just as Christ secured our salvation, He also purchased our healing through His finished works, and He HAS freely given it to us, IN Him.
I. Mark 11:24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.
J. The ONLY response we are to have, is to believe in our heart that it (salvation, healing, the 9 fruit of the Spirit, provision, etc.) belongs to me. I receive it as my PRESENT possession and I thank you for it! 

II. Thomas’ Faith Vs. Abraham’s Faith
1. John 20:24-29 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
A. Thomas refused to believe UNTIL he could see, which in fact, is NOT, believing.
B. Jesus points out that to wait and see, then believe, is NOT believing at all, but it is, UNBELIEF!
C. Jesus then shows us that the Blessing comes when we in our hearts believe what the Word says, before we see it, in the natural realm. 
2. Romans 4:16-21 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all 17(as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”) in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did; 18 who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 
A. When we respond to the Word of God as Abraham did then we will see our breakthroughs come to pass in the natural realm just as he did.
B. What did Abraham do?
1) He believed and received by faith what God said when God changed his name from Abram to Abraham which means “the father of many nations.” 
2) He did NOT consider the circumstances which in the natural was impossible as he was 99 years old and Sarah was 92 and she had been barren even when she was young.
3) Instead, he ONLY considered what God said and by faith kept right on praising Him that he was “the father of many nations.” For he was fully persuaded that what God had said, He would perform!
3. Hebrews 11:8-12 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.
A. Abraham and Sarah both had faith that pleased God. Why did it PLEASE God? 
1) Because God found a man who would take Him at His Word and through this man, He was able to perform His Word which is His Will, in the earth.
B. Thomas’s faith/unbelief: Waits for evidence; trusts senses; does NOT receive.
C. Abraham’s faith: Believes and Receives God Word by Acting on it and sees the Word become a reality!
D. God is NO respecter of people. (Romans 2:11, Acts 10:34) He is a respecter of faith! (Hebrews 11:6)
E. 2 Chronicles 16:9 For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. 

III. Closing
1. Philemon 1:6 that the sharing (joint participation) of your faith may become effective (getting results) by the acknowledgment of every good thing which is IN you IN Christ Jesus.
A. Faith that gets results is the object of this statement.
B. Faith is based on the Truth that is already IN us IN Christ Jesus.
C. There is nothing that we have done or could do to earn it. We simply need to BELIEVE, RECEIVE, and ACT on it, by faith!
D. This is the KEY that will unlock every Word/Truth in the Bible!
2. Do not remain content with knowing about God’s Word; appropriate them now by faith, speak them as your present reality, act on them in obedience to the Truth, and thank God for what is already yours, IN Christ!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. I real Bible faith says, “It mine, I have it NOW!” What does mental assent or head faith say?

2. What was Thomas’s faith based on?

3. Abraham’s faith based on?

4. How can you recognize head faith in your life; what specific action can you take to switch over to heart faith?

5. How does your recognition of being “IN Christ” and acknowledging His finished works change the way you approach God in prayer or speak about your circumstances?
