Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
October 26, 2025 — Reformation Sunday

Connecting people to people - people to faith - faith to life
69 Mill Street + Athens, OH + (740) 593-3144
info@clcathens.org » www.clcathens.org

(PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee
people. Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the
Adena, Hopewell and Fort Ancient cultures.
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SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman;
Choir Director: Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia
Cambridge; Lector: Chris Snoddy; Time with Children: Jana Hovland; Ushers: Wanda
Weinberg, John Laughlin; Greeter: Nick Claussen; Acolyte: Meena; Tray Server: Greg
Newton; Livestream: Marilyn Shealy

INTRODUCTION

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming
work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that
Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.


http://www.clcathens.org

WELCOME
PRELUDE O God Our Help In Ages Past

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.

George Weckman
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Leader sings parts marked "A"
Congregation sings parts marked "C"
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

A reading from Jeremiah.

st The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. =2 It will not be like the covenant that | made
with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt
—a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says the LORD. 3 But this is
the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: |
will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts, and | will be their God, and
they shall be my people. ¢ No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other,
“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LORD, for | will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 46
1 God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
> Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
s though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
+ There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
¢ The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7 The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
s Come now, regard the works of the LORD,



what desolations God has brought upon the earth;

o behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10 “Be still, then, and know that | am God;

| will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”

" The LORD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28

A reading from Romans.

9 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. 2 For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for
through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is
attested by the Law and the Prophets, 2 the righteousness of God through the faith of
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 22 since all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God; 2# they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2> whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement
by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26
it was to demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous
and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.

27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of
works? No, rather through the law of faith. 2¢ For we hold that a person is justified by
faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Refrain (sung by all)
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Sing we  al-le-lu-ia, prais-es to the Lord. Al-le-lu-ia, Al-le-lu - ia!

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
st Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are
truly my disciples, > and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” =
They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
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sin. 5 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a
place there forever. ¢ So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (ELW 517)
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs.

Dear God, thank you for bringing us together this morning for this opportunity to worship
with one another. As we observe Reformation Sunday today, we thank you for the
church leaders who came before us, our church leaders here in Athens and around the
world today, and for those who will come after us. We thank you also for the grace that



you give to each of us. We do not earn your grace, it is freely given, just as you bless
each of us every day. Please help us to share our blessings and your love, and to
extend grace and kindness with those we meet in our lives every day. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

God of Love, too often in today’s world, we see countries at war, we hear stories on the
news about violence and hate, and we each see troubling times in our own lives. It can
be very difficult and some days we may feel alone or like we don’t know the way
forward. But throughout all of this, we know that you always stand by us and you give us
strength. Thank you for helping us and helping so many others during these very
challenging times. You bring the world light and hope, and we are called to reach out to
others and to share that light and hope. Each of us can make a difference every day by
reaching out to others. And please also help us to remember that while we are all
different in so many ways, we are all Your children because You made us in Your image.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of Peace, so many people live in danger and in fear in our world. Please be with
everyone whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help our leaders
around the world to work for peace instead of conflict. Please protect those who serve in
the military, comfort military families and bless our veterans. We ask you to also bless
all refugees and help them to find comfort, respect, and acceptance. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to
relieve those who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are
hospitalized, confined to homes, or undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone
who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with
addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us to bring them joy. Please hear us now as we
ask for blessings for those we name aloud or in our hearts........ Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost
loved ones. Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn; knowing with the conviction of
our faith that because you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died
and rose again, we too will have eternal life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give

There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our
church app!
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CHORAL OFFERING To God Be The Glory CLC Choir
OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER

Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.

Multiply what we have gathered

to bless all who are suffering and in need,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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1.Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring To placeup-on your ta-ble.
2. The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.
3. Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares We lift in pray'r be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we ought But on - ly as we're a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dai - ly food Be-comes a ho - ly trea-sure.
Lord, by your grace, now come to us As hum - bly we a - dore you.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Verses (sung by leader)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners

and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,



Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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all its sin. Lord, give to us your peace. A - men.___

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.

Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us

and appointed us to be your servants.

Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The God of righteousness,

who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,

who sets the prisoners free,

+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (isometric) (ELW 504)
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1 A might - y for - tress is our God, a sword and shield vic -
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fear it; for God him - self fights by our  side with
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wins sal - va - tion  glo - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe
God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not 0 - Ver - pow'r Uus. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it. Were they to  take our house,
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a- dored. He holds the field vic - to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev - er!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

DISMISSAL

The service has ended.

The ministry begins!

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.
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