 
My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study, with these goals in mind.

1) Read Paul’s letter to the Philippians.  Review and discuss the “Introduction to Philippians.”

2) Why does Paul seem to be an unlikely person to write about joy?

3) Only true believers in Christ can experience fullness of joy.  What does “fullness of joy” mean to you?  

4) We all encounter “Joy Stealers”.  What circumstances in everyday life attempt to rob you of your Christian joy?  How is it possible to have joy in spite of difficult people?  How do the “things” of this world steal our joy?  Why is worry the worst thief of all?  How do we keep these thieves from taking away the joy that is rightfully ours in knowing Christ?  What role does cultivating the right kind of mind have in determining our joy?

5) In Philippians we find that joyful living comes when we focus on Christ, who is our purpose (ch. 1), our pattern (ch. 2), our prize (ch. 3), and our power (ch. 4).  Review, discuss and apply how fully focusing on Christ brings true and lasting joy in spite of circumstances, people, things and worry.

6) What is your response to “Putting Philippians Into Practice”?

7) “…the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace…” (Gal. 5:22).  How can you start letting this fruit grow and continue to grow in your life today?... this week?... so that your “joy may be full” (see John 15:11)?

Pray with and for one another in your small group, focusing on how you can implement “Prayer—Care–Share” this week.  Who are the “5 in ‘25” you are praying for and inviting?  Pray that we will strive and thrive to know Christ and make Him known.

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to myfocuschurch.com to learn more.



Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today!

Sunday, October 19
9am – Adult Sunday School – A study of Psalm 103
10am – Worship Celebration 
(Children’s Church available through 4th grade midway through the service)
Sermon series:  “Joyful Living” (Philippians)

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/




TODAY’S MESSAGE, OCTOBER 19, 2025
“Joyful Living” 
(Philippians)
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor

Introduction to Philippians

Author:  The Apostle Paul
Date:  A.D. 61-63, a dozen or so years after Paul had founded the church in Philippi (the first one in Europe; see Acts 16).
Theme:  The joy of knowing Jesus and making Jesus known.
Background:  Paul was in prison in Rome (see Acts 28:11-31) when Epaphroditus arrived with a gift from the church at Philippi, an important Roman colony in northern Greece. Paul had at least four motives as he wrote this letter in return.  (1) It served as a “thank you” to them for their love and partnership in the Gospel (1:5; 4:10-19).  (2) He wanted them to know he was not discouraged even though he was in prison (1:12-26; 4:10-19).  (3) Reports of how false teachers were bringing their damaging doctrines into the church prompted him to warn them to stand firm against these errors (1:27-28; 3:2-4, 18-19).  (4) He was concerned about a serious clash between two women in the church whose disagreement was apparently affecting the unity of the whole body (4:2-3).
Characteristics:  Philippians radiates with joy in the Lord and with love for these old friends and supporters.  Paul’s joy while in prison flows from his awareness of Jesus’ presence (1:21-24), his confidence that he is in Christ’s hands (1:20; 2:9-13; 3:20-21), his pleasure over the advancement of the Gospel (1:12-14) and his single-minded desire to know Jesus (1:21; 3:7-10).  His concern is that the Philippians reflect the same attitudes through a life of mutual service (1:27-2:11), steadfastness in the truth (3:2—4:1) and dedication to the things of Christ (4:4-9). (adapted from “The NIV Serendipity Bible for Personal and Small Group Study,” Zondervan, 1996, p. 1643) 


Joy-Stealers versus Joy-Keepers

1) ___________________________________________________

2) ___________________________________________________

3) ___________________________________________________

4) ___________________________________________________




“Joyful Living” comes when we focus on:

1. Christ – Our ________________________________________

James 1:8; Philippians 1:21; 3:13; Ephesians 3:1; Philippians 1:13; 1:17




2. Christ – Our ________________________________________

Philippians 2:3

Christ (2:1-11); Paul (2:12-18); Timothy (2:19-24); Epaphroditus (2:25-30)




3. Christ – Our _________________________________________

Philippians 3:19-20




4. Christ – Our _________________________________________

Philippians 4:7





Putting Philippians Into Practice:

1) ____________________________________________________

2) ____________________________________________________

3) ____________________________________________________

4) ____________________________________________________

“… the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace…” (Gal. 5:22)
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