
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Third Sunday After Pentecost 
 

June 9, 2024 
 

Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are invited to speak sans serif Bolded type with the congregation.  
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Introduction to the day 
A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that he is 

possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received the Holy 

Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection and knit together in the 

body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth in 

peace to do the will of God. 
 

Prelude: “He Is Lord”           (Keith Christopher) 
       

           Gathering 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
P: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen. 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P: God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question 

your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our 
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways. Turn us again to you, for where else can we turn? Share with us the words 
of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn “You Servants of God”                       (ELW 825) 
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*GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.      A: And also with you.   
 
 
 

*Prayer of the Day 
L: Let us pray. All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into 

victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength 

of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen 
 
 

Word 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 8:4-11 [12-15] 16-20 [11:14-15] 
For much of this summer, we will be hearing the early history of the kings of Israel. For its first several 

generations in Canaan, Israel did not have a hereditary monarch, since (as the psalms regularly 

proclaim) the Lord is king; human leadership was provided by charismatic judges like Deborah and 

Samuel, as the need arose. But the people, jealous of their neighbors, were not satisfied with this 

arrangement.  
 

4All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 5and said to him, 

“You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern 

us, like other nations.” 6But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to 

govern us.” Samuel prayed to the LORD, 7and the LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of 

the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected 

me from being king over them. 8Just as they have done to me, from the day I brought them 

up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they are doing to 
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you. 9Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and show them 

the ways of the king who shall reign over them.” 

 10So Samuel reported all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a 

king. 11He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your 

sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his 

chariots; [12and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of 

fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of 

war and the equipment of his chariots. 13He will take your daughters to be perfumers and 

cooks and bakers. 14He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards 

and give them to his courtiers. 15He will take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards 

and give it to his officers and his courtiers. ] 16He will take your male and female slaves, and 

the best of your cattle and donkeys, and put them to his work. 17He will take one-tenth of 

your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 18And in that day you will cry out because of your 

king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the LORD will not answer you in that day.” 

 19But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we are 

determined to have a king over us, 20so that we also may be like other nations, and that our 

king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.” [14Samuel said to the 

people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the kingship.” 15So all the people went to 

Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before the LORD in Gilgal. There they sacrificed 

offerings of well-being before the LORD, and there Saul and all the Israelites rejoiced 

greatly.]                                  L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm: 138  
Like so many other psalms, this one proclaims that the Lord reigns as king, but God’s reign is not self-

protective and oppressive -- like that of earthly kings, against whom Samuel warns the people.  
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Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 
The second readings for the next several weeks are from Paul’s correspondence with the church at 

Corinth (we read much of the earlier letters before Lent and Easter began). Since Paul’s visit the 

Corinthians have been misled by traveling prophets who claim miraculous powers and promise 

freedom from any suffering. In the preceding passage Paul glories in the suffering he shares with the 

crucified Christ, and reminds his readers that “we have this treasure (the Gospel) in clay jars.”  
 

13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, 

and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who 

raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his 

presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more 

people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
 

 16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner 

nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for 

an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen 

but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is 

eternal. 

 5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 

God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.           

          L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  
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*Gospel Acclamation  

 

 

 
       The ruler of this world will be | driven out.*  

And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will      
draw all people | to myself.  
 

Gospel Reading:  Mark 3:20-35 
The Gospel of Mark begins with Jesus’ baptism and his early ministry of healing and teaching. The 

summary of this ministry is “The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 

believe in the good news “ (1:15). Immediately before this passage Jesus has chosen the Twelve to serve 

as the inner circle of his disciples, his family of choice.  
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the third chapter.  A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the 

disciples] could not even eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for 

people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from 

Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out 

demons.” 23And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast 

out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a 

house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen 

up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27But no one can 

enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; 

then indeed the house can be plundered. 

 28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they 

utter; 29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is 

guilty of an eternal sin”—30for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

 31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and 

called him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your 

brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my mother and 
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my brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother 

and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” 

             P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
 
 

*HYMN of the Day: “Now We Join in Celebration!”                          (ELW 426) 

 

 

 

 

 
*Invitation to Baptism 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
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he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our world. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: You reawaken our hearts to your mercy. We give you thanks for renewers of the church 

in every age especially Columba, Aiden, and Bede whom we commemorate today. Enliven 

the creativity and persistence of all seeking to transform the church into a closer vision of 

your beloved community. Merciful God,  A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Your presence is revealed in the shade of trees, the growth of seeds into flowers, and in 

the blessing of plants granting food in their right season. Heal lands scarred by 

deforestation, pollution, or infestation. Teach us to cultivate the earth with respect and 

reverence. Merciful God,  A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Our nations and communities are divided, O God. Teach us again to listen with curiosity 

and mercy, even in disagreement. Grant us the humility to acknowledge our hardness of 

heart and make us bold in modeling cooperation for the sake of the common good. 

Merciful God,  A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Hear the prayers of all who cry out to you from the depths of fear, despair, or 

hopelessness (especially). With haste, rescue victims of trafficking, exploitation, and abuse, 

and bless organizations and individuals who work on their behalf. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Grant wisdom and clarity to all who are in seasons of discernment and transition: high 

school graduates preparing for first jobs or new educational journeys, those who are 

shifting careers, and those who are navigating changes in their relationships. Accompany 

them with your peace. Merciful God,  A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: Praise to you for our ancestors in faith who believed, spoke, and lived in you. We 

especially remember the saints of our congregation who’ve gone before us, like Diane 
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Kemmerer, Eileen Butchkoski, George Groninger, our former pastor, Jim Harpster, Helen 

Kline, and Bob Hemman. Give us confidence that as Jesus was raised, so we too will be 

raised, with all the saints, into your everlasting presence. Merciful God,  A: receive our 

prayer. 
 

L: Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the Spirit 

and the love of Jesus Christ. A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

Meal 
Offering 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door 

to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 

 

Musical Offering: “Voluntary on " St Clement"                         (John S. Dixon) 

Offertory – “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”                               (ELW 184) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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*Offering Prayer 
 

L: Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us 

to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. A: Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
* DIALOGUE 

 

 

 

 
 

*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 

the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Holy, Mighty, and Merciful God, 

in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals, 

the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise. 

When Sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills 

and to form us again into one. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

We proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, 

his body given up, and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
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*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 

*Lamb of God  

 

 

 

 
 

Communion  
L: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.    
 

 

Communion Hymn: “When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul)”   (ELW 785) 
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*Post-Communion Blessing  
L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in grace. 
A: Amen 
              

*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 
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*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could 

ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with 

your own life. In your name we pray. A: Amen. 
 

Sending 
 

*Sending of communion 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Charge to the People  
 

*Blessing 
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and 

the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 

 

Sending hymn: “On Our Way Rejoicing”                        (ELW 537) 
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*Dismissal  
L: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude: Recessional in C -John”               (S. Dixon) 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader...….……………………………………….Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister…………………………………….…….Michelle McMullen 

Musician.……………………………………………............. Jim Rearick 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Delorse Homan 

Reader……………………………………………………………Morgen Hummel 
 
About St. Paul 

Purpose 
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 

 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
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From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright (c) 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
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Hymns reprinted and streamed under OneLicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2023 - Aug 10, 2024. Words found in psalm 

taken from Seedbed.com, written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship 

with acknowledgement of the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge. 
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