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Third Sunday after epiphany 
 

 January 21, 2024   
 

 

Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able.  
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Introduction to the day 
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us 

the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins 

proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is 

arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the 

very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have 

known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 

Prelude   
 

Gathering 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness   
P: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
A: Amen 

 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

P: God, our rock and refuge,  
A: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always loved 
you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not always 
recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. Renew 
your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all.  Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn:  “There's a Wideness in God's Mercy”       (ELW 588)  

 

 
 
*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.      A: And also with you.   
 

 
KYRIE 
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Hymn OF PRAISE  
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*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.  A: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray, Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. 

Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 
 

Word 

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
In chapter 1, God gave this same command to Jonah, who immediately ran in the opposite direction. 

Having boarded a ship to flee from God, he was thrown overboard because he seemed to be the cause 

of a storm which threatened to swamp them. Jonah was miraculously rescued by being swallowed by 

a giant fish, and after three days being spit up on the shore. Converted, he hears the voice of God 

again. 

1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to 

Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a 

three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried 

out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh 

believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 

mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

        R: The word of the Lord.   A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 62: 5-12                                   (Sung to the tune St. Columba ELW 502)            

While the book of Jonah contains the prayer Jonah sang from the belly of the fish, this psalm could 

have been his as well. Waiting and trusting in God, the psalmist declares that God’s power and 

righteousness (to Jonah and the Ninevites, as well as to us) are shown not in condemnation, but in love 

and forgiveness. 

 
                    Find      rest,        my   soul,          in      God         a   -    lone,       for        my          hope  

 
              comes ---------------    from                     Him.        In             si    -     lence       wait         for            
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              God,          my        soul;      and        on    -     ly           look       to          Him.  

 

He only is my fortress, rock, and my salvation sure; 

I’ll not be shaken, for He is my stronghold evermore. 

 
For my salvation, honor too, depend on God alone. 

He is my mighty rock of strength, my refuge—He alone. 

 
O people, trust in Him always; at all times, all day long; 

Pour out your hearts before Him for God is our refuge strong. 

 
For lowborn men are but a breath, and highborn men a lie; 

When on the balance they are weighed, they’re only a breath’s sigh. 

 

Trust not in greed, oppression, nor put hope in robbery; 
If wealth increase, don’t set your heart upon its vanity. 

 

One thing God spoke, two things I’ve heard: that You, O God, are strong, 
And loving, too, Lord—You reward each one as they have done. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
For most of the season of Epiphany, we’ll be reading almost continuously through Paul’s letter to the 

Corinthians. This passage is misleading without the arguments which precede and follow it. Part of this 

congregation, among many other misunderstandings, had been convinced that they must remain 

celibate. Before these verses, Paul has encouraged everyone – married or single – to remain in the 

state to which they were called. Afterward, he explains that he gives the advice in these verses not 

because marriage or employment are evil, but because he wishes people, so close to the advent of 

Christ, to be free from anxiety about spouses or jobs.  

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those 

who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were 

not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy 

as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they 

had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

         R: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation  

 
  The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God | has come near;*  

repent, and believe in | the good news. 

*Gospel Reading: Mark 1:14-20 
In all four Gospels, Jesus begins his earthly ministry by calling disciples. This reading, beginning with a 

summary of Jesus’ teaching, has echoes of the calling of Jonah. 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the first chapter. A: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 

believe in the good news.” 

 

 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting 

a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will 

make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he 

went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their 

boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in 

the boat with the hired men, and followed him.        

            P: The gospel of the Lord.  A: Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon 
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*Hymn of the Day: “Faith Begins by Letting Go”         (ACS 1004) 

 
 

Invitation to Baptism 
 

*Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, 

the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
 

L: God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. We trust you never 

abandon your promises to the most vulnerable among us. Give your church wisdom and 

empathy in its varied ministries. God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our care of oceans and all 

creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable for actions that endanger water sources 

and the people who depend on them. God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be a model to the leaders of our nation 

and the world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice and truth. God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of assault and sexual abuse and 

sustain all who minister to them as the martyr, Agnes, ministered to victims of sexual abuse. 

Keep safe any who live under threat of violence, those living in poverty, and any among us 

who are ill or in pain (especially). God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the good news, empower us 

and this faith community to be open to your call. When we are uncertain of your call, assure 

us. When we have strayed from your ways, redirect us. God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God of unity and reconciliation, as you prayed that your Church would be one, send forth 

your Spirit to reunify all your people. We pray for your Church in all places so that we may 

strengthen our witness to you. God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you welcome them into 

your care, we remember those of our congregation who have gone before us, like Bob 

Kidwell, and of the whole church, especially Agnes. Comfort those who grieve, even as we 

place our hope in your salvation. God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
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L: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of 

our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also, with you.  

 

Meal 
Offering 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door to 

Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical Offering 
 

*Offertory: “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” (verse 1)          (ELW 314)  

 
 

 
 

 
 
*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray:  Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and 

cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow 

your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray.  A: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
* DIALOGUE 

 

 
 
 

*PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the 

leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you 

proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed 

your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
*Sanctus 
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*Thanksgiving at the Table 
Blessed are you, O holy God: 

you are the Life and Light of all. 

By your powerful word you created all things. 

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 

He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, 

his preaching and healing, 

his dying and rising, 

and his promise to come again, 

we await that day when all the universe 

will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 

that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 

we may be light for the world, 

revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
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Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 
A: Amen 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

*Invitation to Communion   
P: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see.. 
 

*Lamb of God  
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Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.    
 

Communion Hymn: “ I Love to Tell the Story”                (ELW 661) 
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*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength and keep you, body, mind, and 

soul, now and unto eternal life. A: Amen 

 

*Post Communion Canticle – Thankful Hearts    
             

 
 

 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, 

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous 

hearts as we meet you on the way. A: Amen. 

 
 

Sending 
 

*Sending of communion 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Charge to the People  
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*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and 

the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 

 
*Sending hymn: “Go to the World!”                                   (ACS 991) 

 
 
Dismissal  
L: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.. A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
January 18-25 

At least once a year, Christians are reminded of Jesus’ prayer for his disciples that “they may 

be one so that the world may believe” (see John 17.21). Hearts are touched and Christians 

come together to pray for their unity. Congregations and parishes all over the world 

exchange preachers or arrange special ecumenical celebrations and prayer services. The 

event that touches off this special experience is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

 

Prayers 
Day 1: Help us, Lord, to have a life turned towards you. 

Day 2: Help me Lord to love you, my neighbor and myself with all that I am. 

Day 3: Lord, open our hearts to those we do not see. 

Day 4: Lord, may we never turn away from those in need. 

Day 5: Lord, help us see the wounds and find hope. 

Day 6: Lord, turn our churches into ‘inns’, to welcome those in need. 

Day 7: Lord, show us how to respond to our neighbor.  

Day 8: Lord, may our fellowship be a sign of your Kingdom. 

 

Churches to pray for each day 
January 18: Eastern Orthodox, Coptic, and other Eastern Churches 

January 19: Roman Catholic and Uniate Churches 

January 20: Anglican, Old Catholic, and allied churches 

January 21: Lutheran, Moravian, and Methodist Churches 

January 22: Congregational, Presbyterian, and Reformed Churches 

January 23: Baptist, Amish, Mennonite, Hutterite, and Christian (Disciples of Christ) 

Churches 

January 24: Pentecostal and charismatic churches 

January 25: Nonmainstream communities; theologians and councils seeking to promote 

Christian unity while preserving Christian truth. 
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A LISTENING SESSION INVITATION 

 

At the 2022 Allegheny Synod Assembly, we forwarded a memorial to the 

Churchwide Assembly which resulted in the Commission for a Renewed 

Lutheran Church (CRLC) being formed. The CRLC has been meeting and working 

toward outcomes outlined in the memorial. Namely: 

 

• reconsider the statements of purpose for each of expression 

(congregation, synod, churchwide) of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA)  

• the principles of our organizational structure, and  

• all other matters pertaining thereunto, 

 

Now, they want to hear from you! The Allegheny Synod has scheduled a 

Listening Session on Tuesday, January 30. There are two times scheduled: 11:00 

am and 7:00 pm. The Listening Session will be held via Zoom and the link will be 

sent to anyone who registers. This is free and open to any member of the 

Allegheny Synod (any member of our congregation is a member of the synod).  

 

Register by going to this link: http://tinyurl.com/8CListening-CRLC 

http://tinyurl.com/8CListening-CRLC
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader..….………………………………………..Pastor Paul Tomkiel  

Assisting Minister…………………………………………..Linda Govere 

Musician.……………………………………………............. Michelle McMullen 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..… Ann Reede  

Reader……………………………………………………………Joy Kling 
 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 

him. [Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the 

nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where 

we gather for worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as 

well as all of our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and 

call it their home.  
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