
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

October 19, 2025 

The 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine  
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St. John’s acknowledges these lands of the Lekwungen people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history 
and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for 
prayer and to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are 
available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship  
Service times: 8:00 am (Holy Communion – said service), 10:00 am (Holy Eucharist with choir and organ),  
4:30 pm (BCP Choral Evensong) on Sundays as well as mid-week services (please see our website for times). If 
you can’t attend in person we invite you to join us via Zoom (email admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca for the link) or 
through the livestream on the Website: www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording. 

Contacting Us: The church office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm. The main email for contact 
is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our 
Pastoral Care Team who will offer their prayers. Please contact: the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please 
stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with this afternoon’s Liturgy 
Officiant: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum Music:  A Quartet of Singers 
Welcomer: Bill Williamson               David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 
Reader: Ava Gregorian               Char Hodgkins, Assistant Director 

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language 
about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in 
terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our 
understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead, we use the 
beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 

Cover Image: David Stratkauskas 

 

  

If you would like to give to support the work and ministries of St. John the Divine you 

can do so in the offering plate which is by the Garden door. There are also envelopes in 

the book stand which can make your gifts tax efficient.  Alternatively, you can scan this 

QR code which will take you to our Canada Helps giving page. You may also 

conveniently use our tap machine (no tax receipt) which is available at the garden 

door entrance, or the bank machine (tax receipt with envelope completion) available 

at the office. Envelopes for regular giving are available from the church office. 
 

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
Please stand as the clergy enter.  

Prelude   
The choir may sing an Introit. 
 
The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses  Philip FitzHugh Radcliffe (1905-1986) 
 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 
 
Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 

Psalm    149 

1  O sing unto the Lord a new song * let the congregation of saints praise him. 
2  Let Israel rejoice in him that made him * and let the children of Sion be joyful in  
their King. 
3  Let them praise his Name in the dance * let them sing praises unto him with  
tabret and harp. 
4  For the Lord hath pleasure in his people * and helpeth the meek-hearted. 
5  Let the saints be joyful with glory * let them rejoice in their beds. 
6  Let the praises of God be in their mouth * and a two-edged sword in their hands; 
7  To be avenged of the heathen * and to rebuke the people; 
8  To bind their kings in chains * and their nobles with links of iron. 
9  That they may be avenged of them, as it is written * Such honour have all his saints. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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First Lesson    Nehemiah 8:9-18 

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not 
mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he 
said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to 
those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, 
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.’ So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, ‘Be 
quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.’ And all the people went their way to eat and 
drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the 
words that were declared to them. 

On the second day the heads of ancestral houses of all the people, with the priests and the 
Levites, came together to the scribe Ezra in order to study the words of the law. And they 
found it written in the law, which the Lord had commanded by Moses, that the people of 
Israel should live in booths during the festival of the seventh month, and that they should 
publish and proclaim in all their towns and in Jerusalem as follows, ‘Go out to the hills and 
bring branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make booths, as 
it is written.’ So the people went out and brought them, and made booths for themselves, 
each on the roofs of their houses, and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, 
and in the square at the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim. And all the 
assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made booths and lived in them; for 
from the days of Jeshua son of Nun to that day the people of Israel had not done so. And 
there was very great rejoicing. And day by day, from the first day to the last day, he read 
from the book of the law of God. They kept the festival for seven days; and on the eighth 
day there was a solemn assembly, according to the ordinance. 

Please stand. 

Magnificat Text: Luke 1:46-55  Music: Adrian Batten (1591-1637) 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he hath 
regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name.  And his mercy 
is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; 
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty 
from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He hath filled the hungry with 
good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.  He remembering his mercy hath holpen 
his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  
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Second Lesson John 16:1-11 

‘I have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling. They will put you out of the 

synagogues. Indeed, an hour is coming when those who kill you will think that by doing so they 

are offering worship to God. And they will do this because they have not known the Father or me. 

But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes you may remember that I told 

you about them. 

‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going 

to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you going?” But because I have said 

these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your 

advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I 

will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 

righteousness and judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, 

because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgement, because the 

ruler of this world has been condemned. 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis  Text: Luke 2:29-32  Music: Adrian Batten (1591-1637) 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 

Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 

 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the King; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

1st Collect, of the day:  
Almighty and everlasting God, who in Christ hast revealed thy glory among the nations: 
Preserve the works of thy mercy, that thy Church throughout the world may persevere with 
steadfast faith in the confession of thy Name; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

2nd Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto 

thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey 
thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies 
may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all 

perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Anthem (sung by the choir) 

Verleih uns Frieden gnädiglich, 
Herr Gott, zu unsern Zeiten. 
Es ist doch ja kein andRer nicht, 
der für uns könnte streiten, 
denn du, unser Gott, alleine. 

Mercifully grant us peace, 
Lord God, in our times. 
For there is no other 
Who could fight for us 
But you alone, our God. 

Text: Translator – Martin Luther (1483-1546) 
Music: Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
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Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

 

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 655) Text: Timothy Rees (1874-1939), alt. © Mowbray (an imprint of Cassell plc, London). 

 Music: SALISBURY, Melody – Dutch trad.; arr. Julius Röntgen (1855-1933). © Estate of Julius Röntgen. 
 All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 

1. Holy Spirit, ever dwelling  
 in the holiest realms of light;  
Holy Spirit, ever brooding  
 o’er a world of gloom and night;  
Holy Spirit, ever raising  
 those of earth to thrones on high;  
living, life-imparting Spirit,  
 you we praise and magnify. 

2. Holy Spirit, ever living  
 as the church’s very life;  
Holy Spirit, ever striving  
 through us in a ceaseless strife;  
Holy Spirit, ever forming  
 in the church the mind of Christ:  
You we praise with endless worship  
 for your gifts and fruits unpriced. 

3. Holy Spirit, ever working  
 through the church’s ministry,  
quickening, strengthening, and absolving,  
 setting captive sinners free;  
Holy Spirit, ever binding  
 age to age and soul to soul  
in communion never ending,  
 you we worship and extol. 

 

 

Sermon 
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Hymn (CP 381) Text: Ps. 103; para. Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847), alt. 

 Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss (1800-1880). 

 

 
1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;  

 to his feet your tribute bring;  
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,  
 evermore his praises sing.  
  Alleluia, alleluia,  
 praise the everlasting King. 

3. Fatherlike he tends and spares us;  
 well our feeble frame he knows;  
in his hands he gently bears us,  
 rescues us from all our foes:  
  Alleluia, alleluia,  
 widely as his mercy flows. 

2. Praise him for his grace and favour  
 to our forebears in distress;  
praise him, still the same forever,  
 slow to chide and swift to bless;  
  alleluia, alleluia,  
 glorious in his faithfulness. 

4. Frail as summer’s flower we flourish;  
 blows the wind and it is gone;  
but, while mortals rise and perish,  
 God endures unchanging on:  
  Alleluia, alleluia,  
 praise the high eternal one. 

5. Angels, help us to adore him;  
 you behold him face to face;  
sun and moon bow down before him,  
 dwellers all in time and space.  
  Alleluia, alleluia,  
 praise with us the God of grace. 

 

 

The Blessing or Grace 

Organ Voluntary Toccata Mel Bonis (1858-1937) 

 

 

 

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine   
(Diocese of British Columbia / Anglican Church of Canada) 

1611 Quadra Street Victoria BC  V8W 2L5     250.383.7169      
stjohnthedivine.bc.ca           facebook.com/musicSJD 

 


