Discussion Questions 
Membership Sunday: The Church’s Mystery

Introductory / Icebreaker
1. When you were a kid, what kind of stories or shows grabbed your imagination the most — mysteries, adventures, comedies, something else? What do you think that says about what captures your heart now?
2. If you could compare discovering a spiritual truth to discovering a scientific one (like Newton and gravity), what’s something you’ve realized about God that suddenly “made everything else make sense”?

Exploring the Passage and Sermon
Read Ephesians 3:2-12 together.
3. Paul calls the gospel a mystery — something that couldn’t be understood unless God revealed it. Why do you think God chose to reveal His plan this way rather than making it obvious from the start?
4. How does Paul’s definition of mystery differ from how we normally use the word, and why does that matter for understanding our faith?
5. The sermon contrasted Christianity’s gospel of grace with other religions’ focus on earning salvation. Why do you think grace feels so counterintuitive — and why is that good news?
6. Dan said, “God doesn’t change what you do, He changes what you want to do.” What does that mean practically in your life or in the life of the church?
7. Ephesians 3:10 says that “through the church the manifold wisdom of God should be made known.” What are some ways the church — even in its imperfection — shows God’s wisdom to the world?
8. How does living in community with other believers help us grow to look more like Jesus, especially when that community is sometimes messy or difficult?

Introspective Questions – the following questions could be used for personal reflection or as Triad or Partner prayer.  Split people into small groups.  Have them share with each other and pray for each other.

9. Have you experienced the “mystery of grace” personally — that moment when the gospel stopped feeling like foolishness and started to make everything in life click into place? What changed for you?
10. In light of the sermon’s call to membership, what step might God be inviting you to take — to commit, to reconcile, or to engage more deeply in the life and mission of His church?

