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Welcome - Thank you for sharing worship

Leading Woxslu'p
Ministers Every Member and Friend
Presiding Pastor Jeff Swanson
Music Director Gail Manago
Worship Assistant Karen Miller
Reader Larry Tarin
Ushers Angie Gifford & Monika Hughes
Tech Team Kathy Brosch, Debbie Strom, Jeff Strom
Sound Howard Swan, Kitt Swan
Video Craig Sharp, Steve Marshall
Song Leaders Susan Hernandez, Martina Jackson, Christine Swan
Flautist Carol Riley

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel today. Wrestle with the
word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our
every encounter with the divine will be blessed.

The Rite of Confession & Forgiveness. It first appeared in the Middle Ages. Confession was introduced as part of
the Priest's personal preparation for worship. With the Reformation the confession was opened to the entire
congregation.

All may make the sign of the cross ‘£, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Merciful and loving God,



we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who
were lost and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. You
who were lost have been found. In the name of *F Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.

ELW 669 (Red) Rise Up, O Saints Of God

1 Rise up, O saints of God!
From vain ambitions turn;
Christ rose triumphant that your hearts
with nobler zeal might burn.

2 Speak out, O saints of God!
Despair engulfs earth's frame;
as heirs of God's baptismal grace,
the word of hope proclaim.

3 Rise up, O saints of God!
The kingdom's task embrace;
redress sin's cruel consequence;
give justice larger place.

4 Give heed, O saints of God!
Creation cries in pain;
stretch forth your hand of healing now,
with love the weak sustain.

5 Commit your hearts to seek
the paths which Christ has trod;
and, quickened by the Spirit's pow'r,
rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936 Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Public Domain
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prager Of The Dag— this prayer collects us together in prayer before the triune God and turns us toward the scripture
themes of the day.



Let us pray. O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. Teach
us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
Baptism
Holy Baptism — October 19, 2025
Azariah Barnes
Child of Crystal Barnes and Michael Franklin
P God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the

sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new
life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift
of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

P Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Azariah
Barnes baptized into Christ?
R I do.

As you bring Azariah to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,

bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,

place in her hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture her in faith and prayer,

so that she may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.

Rosemarie, do you promise to help her grow in the Christian faith and life?
R I do.

People of God, do you promise to support Azariah and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
C We do.

Profession Of Faith
P | ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
C I renounce them.



Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
C | renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
C I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Thanksgiving At The Font

The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you
delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into
freedom. In the river Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the
baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us
up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that Azariah who is washed in the waters of
baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Baptism

Azariah, you are baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy.
C Amen



Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give
your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Azariah with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence,
both now and forever. Amen.

Azariah, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ
forever.
C Amen.

Welcome
Jesus said, | am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have her light of life.

L Let us welcome Azariah.
C We welcome you, Azariah, into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

Come Holy Spirit and speak to us through the scripture readings,

Assigned but not read: Psalm 111 | will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart. (Ps. 111:1)

The First Reading is from the 32th Chapter of Genesis

Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s birthright and his
father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary who ultimately blesses him and
changes his name to “Israel,” a name that means “he wrestles with God.”

22The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children and
crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 22 He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise
everything that he had. ?* Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 2> When
the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was
put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob
said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he
said, “Jacob.” 22 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven
with God and with humans and have prevailed.” 2° Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.”
But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 3°So Jacob called the place
Peniel, saying, “For | have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” 3' The sun rose upon him as
he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources

The Second Reading is from the 3xrdChapter of 2 Timothy
The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in ministry, by
emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition.

14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you
learned it *>and how from childhood you have known sacred writings that are able to instruct you for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. ® All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 1’ so that the person of God may be
proficient, equipped for every good work. #*In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge
the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | solemnly urge you: ? proclaim
the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and
encourage with the utmost patience in teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not put up
with sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit
their own desires “and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. > As for
you, be sober in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry
fully.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Reading is from the 18th Chapter of Luke

Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is calling God’s
people to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a
persistent widow, how much more will God respond to those who call.

1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said, “In a
certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city there
was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.” 4 For a while
he refused, but later he said to himself, ‘Though | have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, °yet
because this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by
continually coming.” ” ® And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God
grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8|
tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
earth?”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Oh Christ.

Message: Pastor Jeff Swanson



ACS 1005 (Blue) Ask The Complicated Questions

1 Ask the complicated questions.
Do not fear to be found out;
for our God makes strong our weakness,
forging faith in fires of doubt.

2 Seek the disconcerting answers,
follow where the Spirit blows;
test competing truths for wisdom,
for in tension new life grows.

3 Knock on doors of new ideas,
test assumptions long grown stale,
for Christ calls from shores of wonder,
daring us to try and fail.

4 For in struggle we discover
truth both simple and profound;
in the knocking, asking, seeking,
we are opened, answered, found.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984 Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid
license.

The Prayers

Lord, trusting in your grace we pray:

We pray for the church around the world. We pray for unity and peace in a world divided by hatred
and opposition. Turn our hearts toward the gospel of Jesus Christ. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We pray for creation. O God, who made heaven and earth, help us to see the beauty around us and to
make the right choices in caring for your creation. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We pray for all government. Grant our elected officials humility in their decision-making for the sake of
the entire world. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. O God, who heals and strengthens, our help
comes from you in times of need. Support, comfort, and heal those who suffer. God of grace,



receive our prayer.

We pray for New Hope, O God, who guides this congregation, encourage us to share the good news of
Jesus. Nurture our relationships with the community, that we serve and advocate for those who come
to us in need. Help us to look forward and act for the future. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed. O God, whose promises never end, we thank you for all
the saints who have shown us the way of your Son, Jesus Christ. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

Peace - Matthew 5:23-24 If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your sister or brother has
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then
come and offer your gift. Also Romans 16:16, 1 Corinthians 16:20, “greet one another,” a symbol of peace and of love.

The God of love and peace be with you always.
And also with you.

Our Oﬁerings to God in gratitude to God we return a part of what he has given us as an offering realizing that all we
have is God’s. The offering that is gathered is for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need locally and

worldwide.

Giving QR Code

Enjoy the special music as the gifts are gathered. Piano Music: Gail Manago, Flute: Carol Riley

After the gifts are gathered, please stand as you are able and join in singing.



Feed Us With Hunger For Justice ACS 9068

Feed us with hunger for justice.
Feed us with thirst for peace.

Text: Anne Krentz Organ, b. 1960 Text © 2020 Augsburg Fortress
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid
license.

Let us Pray, Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set
our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we
have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Meal

Communion ~ Simplg ]oeins here makes you a part of the New Hope Familg. We invite and welcome everyone to
share this sacred time of fellowship, forgiveness and renewal. More importantly, it is Jesus himself who welcomes and
urges you to come forward.

[n this “meal” of Communion we believe that Christ is tyulg present and comes to us, in, with and under the bread
and wine. Chyrist’s real presence is one of the great mysteries of faith. This gift of Christ's very self in the bread and
wine proclaims God’s saving Word, feeds and nourishes our faith, {orgives our sins, and sends us into the world to
continue to be Christ's real presence in the world today.

Christ is here among us.
Christ is truly with us

Words Of Institution
The Lord's Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us join together praying as Jesus taught us:
C Our Father in heaven, Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be your name, hallowed be thy name,
your kingdom come, thy kingdom come,
your will be done, thy will be done,
on earth as in heaven. on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Give us this day our daily bread;
Forgive us our sins and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those as we forgive those who trespass
who sin against us. against us; and lead us not into
Save us from the time of trial temptation, But deliver us from
And deliver us from evil. evil. For thine is the kingdom,
For the kingdom, the power, and the power, and the glory,
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and the glory are yours, forever and ever. Amen

now and forever. Amen

Invitation To Communion

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
All are invited to come to the banquet.

Communion Distribution

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say; The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ shed for
you. Each person may respond, Amen. The wine is red, if you prefer grape juice is light color. Place your empty cups in the
baskets on the side

He Knows Mg Name (Otange 98)

| have a Maker

He formed my heart
Before even time began
My life was in His hand

He knows my name

He knows my every thought
He sees each tear that falls
And hears me when | call

| have a Father
He calls me His own
He'll never leave me

No matter where | go

He knows my name

He knows my every thought
He sees each tear that falls
And hears me when | call

He knows my name

He knows my every thought
He sees each tear that falls
And hears me when | call
He hears me when | call

He hears me when | call

CCLI Song # 2151368 Tommy Walker © 1996 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Songs
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray, O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants.
Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
Announcements

# Sign up sheets in the back —
“Get Together” Lunch at Ardovinos
Provide Meals for the Meal Train

11


https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/

Reformation Service and Dinner on October 26 — Service beginning at
4pm Asking people to bring desserts
# Please see Karen for tickets for the Hand-stitched quilt in the back to
be raffled off at the craft fair.
# A new Church Directory is available, see Karen for a copy
# Any other announcements?
% For other announcements, see your bulletin

ELW 770 (Red) Give Me Jesus

1 In the morning when I rise, 3 Just about the break of day,
in the morning when | rise, just about the break of day,
in the morning when | rise, just about the break of day,
give me Jesus. give me Jesus. Refrain

Refrain 4 Oh, when | come to die,
Give me Jesus, oh, when | come to die,
give me Jesus. oh, when | come to die,
You may have all the rest, give me Jesus. Refrain

give me Jesus.
5 And when | want to sing,

2 Dark midnight was my cry, and when | want to sing,
dark midnight was my cry, and when | want to sing,
dark midnight was my cry, give me Jesus. Refrain

give me Jesus. Refrain
Text: African American spiritual
Benediction Blessing
We Are Sent Into The World To Share What Has Been Given To Us

Please stand as you are able

Please join in singing the Sending Song

Brothers, sisters, all are we part of God’s great family.
As we go from this place, may God keep us in His grace.
May God keep us in His grace.

12



Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRESENCETODAY.

We are so glad you worshipped here today and invite you again. If you are looking for a faith

family we invite you to consider New Hope

The Mission of New Hope isto discover, experience, and share God's love with our hearts, hands

and voices.

New Hope’s Vision: As followers of Christ we will:
~encourage a spiritual journey
~celebrate the diversity and gifts that each person brings
~learn from each other

~engage with the world around us

Commemorations

James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62, Thursday, October 23, 2025

One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the New Testament and by a
historian of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars are uncertain whether this means a blood brother.
He was a leader of the church in Jerusalem.

October 26— Vicar Thania Drake

Readings for October 26: Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 Jerusalem will be defeated, Sirach 35:12-17 (alternate)
God is impartial in justice and hears the powerless, Psalm 84:1-7 Happy are the people whose strength is in you. (Ps. 84:5),
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18, The good fight of faith, Luke 18:9-14 A Pharisee and tax collector pray together
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New Hope QR Code
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Kyrie eleison: Persistence in Prayer
Two characters step out of scripture today to teach us about persistence in prayer. One is named.
Jacob is the devious brother who tricked his twin, Esau, out of his birthright and their father’s blessing,
and Jacob was himself duped on his wedding night by his father-in-law, Laban. The other character,
unnamed, is a widow acquainted with grief, one among many marginalized and vulnerable people, but
a woman who dares to stand her ground in her quest for justice. On the banks of the river Jabbok,
Jacob wrestles with the angel and limps away with a blessing and a new identity. The unnamed widow
repeatedly appeals for justice and finally is vindicated. Many have known persistent prayer as a kind of
wrestling with God. Many have pleaded with God for justice and mercy. Today God’s grace and mercy
is known in the blessing of baptismal remembrance and our identity as beloved children of God.
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