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Thank you. And thank you for inviting me to your church today. I really appreciate the opportunity.
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I believe strongly in the local church and I have such high regard for Trinity.

RIRAEHTT Hs BN, IR0 = — B A SR .

I don’t know all your staff but I do know a few.
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I have great regard for Pastor Callum and deeply miss his friendship in the gospel in the Lower Mainland.
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And for Pastor Lee, he has been a partner in ministry for over 25 years. It’s hard to believe. I appreciate his
commitment to serving in any way he can.
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And Pastor Doris has such a heart for people. I support and applaud her as she pours her heart out for the Lord.
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Your staff are great. I hope you realize what a gift your congregation is to the community. Keep it

up. Vancouver needs more strong churches like Trinity.
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Before I get into preaching today’s message, let me give you a little background to the work I do.
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I have a brief 2 minute video about Hopehill. A wise man once said that a picture is worth 1000 words.
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If that is the case, I really don’t know what the cumulative value is for a video, but let’s take a look—
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If you want to have more information about Hopehill, let’s chat after church today.
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Whenever we come to church, we look forward to seeing friends. We look forward to singing and worship.
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And we look forward to hearing a word from God as part of the service.
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Today’s talk is taken Luke’s Gospel, chapter 10, verses 25-37. It’s a familiar story that we know as the Parable
of the Good Samaritan.
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Before we get into the story, I think it’s really important to look at the setting of the story.
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It comes about because of a conversation between Jesus, and according to verse 25, an expert in the law—a
lawyer.
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Anybody here a lawyer? Anybody here know a lawyer?
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I have such high regard for lawyers. I usually think of them as smart individuals.
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They go to university. They take extra courses. They learn facts and details. They learn how to give
presentations. They learn how to think. I usually think that lawyers are smart people.
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This one is NOT smart. In fact, am I allowed to say it? I think he’s kind of dumb.
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The reason I say it is because he wants to pick a battle of wits with Jesus. Look what it says in verse 25— he
wanted to TEST Jesus”.

LA AL, &AM TE AR SRR LR . BHE N 25 TEAU—— AR IRHRER 7.

I don’t think it’s very smart to try and outsmart Jesus. He is the Son of God.
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If you think you can trick Jesus, well, you can’t. He’s the son of God. He’s the creator of the universe. He
knows peoples minds and hearts.
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But nonetheless, he wants to have a round with Jesus. So, they go back and forth like a tennis match.
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He asks a question. Jesus gives an answer. He doesn’t like the answer so he asks another question.
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He doesn’t like to be caught so he poses another question—Ilook at verse29. He wants to justify himself.

He asks the question—who is my neighbour.
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So, in order to finish things, Jesus tells him a story about a man on the journey.
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The parables of Jesus all have a message. He used it as a method for telling truth. This one is no different.
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It’s about a man who travels down a well known route—from Jerusalem to Jericho. It’s a distance of about 30-
35 km.
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It’s a bit of a hike, but you could actually walk it in one day.
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It would be like walking from Vancouver to White Rock. It seems like a long way, but it’s doable.
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There is only one problem, the route was known to be a dangerous one.
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It had a reputation for being a place where criminals hung out and did what criminals do. They attacked
travellers. This story is no different.
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According to v30, they beat him up, they stripped him of his clothes, and they left him, half dead on the side of
the road.
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It was serious. But here is where the story gets serious. 4 different people enter into the story.
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Firstly, there is the priest who comes by. You could tell by the way he was dressed that he was a religious man, a
holy man.
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But when he sees the half dead guy lying on the side of the road, he doesn’t just stare, the Bible says he walked
on the other side of the road. He avoided him.
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Maybe he was afraid of becoming defiled by touching a bleeding man. Leviticus warns us about that. So,
maybe he thought he was doing the right thing.
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The second guy that comes along is referred to as a “Levite”. The Levites were a tribe of Jews from the Old
Testament, who had as their job, looking after the cares and concerns of the Temple.
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They cleaned things up as janitors. They helped to set things up for worship times. They even helped the priests
in the worship ceremonies.
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In our world today, they might be the worship team. Or the deacons. Or the custodians. They were important
people.
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But look what it says in v32. The Levite didn’t just see him, they walked around him to avoid him.
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Who knows, maybe they were late for a meeting. Maybe they felt inadequate? But the point is, they didn’t stop
to help.
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And then, a Samaritan comes by. A Samaritan. He was someone who came from Samaria. He dressed like a
Samaritan. He had an accent like a Samaritan.
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100s of years before this time, there had been a messy civil war and the Samaritans had broken away from
Judea.
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They wanted their independence and they got it. But there was bad blood between the Samaritans and the

Jews. The Jews thought they were superior to Samaritans.
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The Samaritans were poorer, and less educated, and basically “low class” to the Jews.
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But this Samaritan spots the traveller. And instead of walking around the traveller. He gets down off his
donkey. Takes pity on the poor fellow. Bandages the wounds. And basically nurses him back to health.
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And because he couldn’t stay, he takes him to the inn keeper and sets up a recovery program for the wounded
man. Wow. And offers to pay for it. Double wow!
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Finally, in the story, there is the innkeeper who gets to do the hard work at the end. We don’t know what it was
like, but I wonder how he felt when he was asked to take on this load?
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If you read the passage, Jesus finishes his story in verse 35, and I wonder if there was silence.
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And then Jesus asks the obvious question—if you need to know who was the loving neighbour in the story, who
do you think it was?
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The lawyer gets it right. Look at verse 37—the one who had mercy. And Jesus wraps it up. You got it—go and
do likewise.
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And the Lawyer has nothing left to say. What can he say. If this is a tennis match, Jesus hits the ball to a place
where the Lawyer can’t reach it. Game over.
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If we only learn one big thing from this story today, we learn that Jesus wants us to have pity on the poor, the
hurt, the broken, that we come across. We don’t have the luxury if we are His children of just ignoring people.
That’s wrong.
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There is a deeper piece to this story too, let’s look at it.
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Of the 4 people in the story, which one do you identify with?
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Maybe you are puzzled thinking that the story is about the Good Samaritan, aren’t I supposed to be like him?
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Yes you are, but do you identify with him?
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Many people when I talk with them say that they know they should be like the Good Samaritan, but they aren’t.
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I actually think they are more like the Good Samaritan than they give themselves credit.
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When God’s children are at their best, I think they do look after the hurting and the broken.
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It’s natural for them. God is kind to them, so, in turn, they are kind to each others.
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There are people in this room today who have been helped in their journey by God’s people. There are Good
Samaritans in life. We can always use more, but many of you are.
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Many years ago I faced a real dilemma. My daughter was a second-year student at UBC, and as one of her
elective courses, she took elementary Mandarin.
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She loved it and was quite good at it from the beginning. But the, she dropped a heavy request to me.
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She wanted to travel to Beijing to take her 3™ year of university at the University of Beijing, in Mandarin. By
immersion! I was proud of her, but I was also afraid.
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As her dad, I took seriously the role of being her protecter and provider.
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And if she was half a world away, I couldn’t provide or protect her!
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So, we made a deal. When she got to Beijing. She would find a church, and befriend the pastor.
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Because I knew, that if you get into trouble, you should be able to find help from a pastor and the people in the
church. Why?
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Because people who have known grace and mercy from God, are able to show grace and mercy to others.
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And for a year, she lived in Beijing, part of the church. And never worried because she had support and care.
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I was pleased for her, and so appreciated the people of God who looked after her.
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That’s why I say, I know, some of you are good Samaritans.
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But there are others in the story. For instance—there is the traveller.
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How many hear today can identify with the traveller—who was just trying to live his life and tragedy breaks in,
beating him, stripping him, leaving him half dead in the ditch?
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This can happen, and I’ll bet there are even some here today who can relate to that.
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You are living your life, and the phone rings, and the doctor advises you to come in, because he is afraid it looks
like cancer.
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Or, you are running a business, and the laws change and suddenly you aren’t making money, you are losing
money.

OB RAE R — KA, FERRATE, FE b7 .

Or, your child that you are so proud of gets involved with the wrong crowd. And now, your heart aches.
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We may look strong on the outside, but many of us have deep, debilitating struggles on the inside. If that is you
today, you can relate to this traveller.
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Or thirdly, maybe you are more like the priest or the Levite than you care to admit?

B B =M RE, URILSEE GO F EAIR AN, REAEAINE T2

You are a Christian, but you have no time for people in need. You are too busy. Or you don’t want to get
involved because it is a mess and you don’t like messes so you avoid it. And instead of helping, you avoid
everything.
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God’s people don’t avoid messes. They try to help.
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We live in a world today that is broken and struggling. I think the people of God can help.
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We can’t just talk, we need to do something too.
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A few years back, a man drove up to Hopehill. He was 73 years old. He had a 20 year old truck. And $5000 to
his name. That is all he had. I interviewed him. He had been a miner all his life working in Northern BC.
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I knew he had made a lot of money over the years. I asked him what happened.
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He told me that he had been divorced 2 X. And that he used to drink a lot. He had messed up his life.
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What do I say? Get out of here? No, chose not to punish him but rather try to help. So, he lives in a modest
studio apartment at Hopehill paying $800 a month, because he can afford it.
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Finally, maybe you can identify with the inn keeper? Really? The inn keeper? How does he fit into the story?
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The inn keeper isn’t looking for anything other than to run his business. And then, the door knocks and he is
asked to take on a special task.
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The task isn’t easy. But he does. And the person asking even agrees to pay the bills for whatever amount. The
inn keeper takes it on.
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Sometimes in life, God comes to us, and he knocks on the door of our lives, and he asks us to take on a special
task.
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We maybe don’t want to. And we think we have other things to do. But it’s God asking. What do you do?
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Maybe God causes your pastor to call and the pastors wants to know if you can serve in the church this year.
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And you don’t want to, but you realize God is asking for you to serve him. And you worry about the cost, but
look what the passage says. The Samaritan will repay everything when he returns.
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This is a picture of Jesus. He asks us to serve Him. And he is an excellent book keeper. He knows what you
expend.
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And when he comes back, he will settle the books with you. It’s amazing at how things will be levelled out
when Jesus returns. Sometimes, he wants you to take on a special task.
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Years ago, my father died at 59. My mother was a widow for 30 years.
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When she was younger, she lived on her own. She was active, and healthy, and had such energy for life.
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But when she hit 85, her health failed. She needed help. My older sister couldn’t take care of her. My younger
brother lived far away so he couldn’t either. I was left with the challenge.
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So, my 85 year old mother moved into our home in North Vancouver.
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I built a basement suite and she lived downstairs. Every night she would join my wife and I, and our three
teenage daughters at the time, and we served her.
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She was so funny. My family is Scottish and we are so proud. My mother didn’t want to live for “free”. She
wanted to pay me for the suite and the meals provided.
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As her son, and as a business man, I knew—mnever give the first price nor take the first price.
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So, I said to her—what would you like to pay? She responded---“$200 a month?”
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I said—"sure, that’s perfect”. Did we make money on her? No, we lost money.
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But that’s’ not the point. God wanted us to look after our mom and grandmother. And I don’t think we are
poorer for doing it.
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And if there is a further reward, Jesus will take care of it when he comes back. She lived with us for 3 years
before she died and went to heaven. And we are richer for it!
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So, to recap-yes, be like the Samaritan. Or the innkeeper. Don’t be like the Levite or the Priest.
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There is something else in this story that is really deep and I have to point it out to you.
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This story today is not just about being nice to each other. It’s a beautiful picture of the Gospel. Of how God
treats us.
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When we are at our worst, Jesus finds us. And instead of avoiding us and walking by us, he stoops down and
helps us in our time of need.
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When we are at our worst. He loves us. For many of us, we find that hard to believe.
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We don’t love unlovely people. But Jesus does.
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Even if we know that, we are embarrassed to have Jesus see us at our worst. So, we try to cover it up.
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Many years ago, I was a pastor and a young couple came to me. They were freshly married with no

children. They both worked in professional jobs.
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Their marriage was good but they struggled in doing the life chores of shopping and cleaning, and cooking and
laundry. It was so bad that they began to get on each other’s nerves.
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They asked me for advice and I told them to “get a maid”. They were shocked because they thought it was
wrong but I assured them it was okay. So, they got a maid.
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About 3 months later, I met the man in the grocery store and I asked him—so, how is it working out with the
maid? He told me, “pastor, it’s fantastic.
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She comes every Friday. She does all the cleaning. She vacuums everywhere. She does the laundry. She even
does a little cooking. It’s great except for one thing.” I asked him, “what could be wrong?”
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He said, well, on Thursday night my wife gets so upset that the maid will come and see what a messy house she
has so she races around for 2 hours trying to clean it up”. We both laughed.
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But that’s how it is for us and God isn’t it? We don’t want God to see our worst. It’s terrible. So, we hide from
it. We cover it up. We try and refocus Him.
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Friend, WHEN WE ARE AT OUR WORST, JESUS FINDS US. AND INSTEAD OF WALKING AROUND
US, HE STOOPS DOWN TO US AND HELPS US IN OUR TIME OF NEED.
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You don’t hide from God. You receive God.
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So, as I close this day, let me do my final duty as a preacher of the Gospel, have you reached out to Jesus? 7E
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Have you come to a place in your life where you have taken His hand?
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The Bible says, “behold, I stand at the door and knock. If any man hears my voice and will open the door, I will
come into him”. Have you opened the door of your life to Jesus?
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