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OCTOBER 19, 2025

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

& THIRD SUNDAY OF LUKE
THE HOLY PROPHET JOEL; MARTYR VAROS AND SEVEN MARTYRS WITH HIM;
MOTHER CLEOPATRA OF PALESTINE; VENERABLE JOHN OF RILA
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal
One, then Thou didst destroy hades with Thy Godly power. And when Thou
didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry
aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN

When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, Thou
didst reveal Thy glory to Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it.
Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us sinners, through the
intercessions of the Theotokos, O Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee.
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ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the
Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have
sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry
unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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THE EPISTLE
The Lord is my strength and my song.
The Lord has chastened me severely.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (11:31-12:9)
Brethren, the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who is
blessed for evermore, knows that I do not lie. In Damascus, the governor
under Arétas the king guarded the city of the Damascenes, willing to seize
me, and through a window I was let down in a basket by the wall, and
escaped his hands. I must boast, though it is not expedient; but I will come to
visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen
years ago—whether in the body, I do not know, or whether out of the body, I
do not know; God knows—who was caught up to the third heaven. And I
know that this man—whether in the body or out of the body, I do not know;
God knows—was caught up into Paradise, and heard unspeakable words,
which no person is allowed to utter. On behalf of this one I will boast, but on
my own behalf I will not boast, except of my infirmities. For if I would
desire to boast, I shall not be foolish, for I shall speak the truth. But I refrain
from it, lest anyone should think of me above that which he sees me to be, or
hears from me. And to keep me from being exalted above measure through
the abundance of revelations, I was given a thorn in the flesh, an angel of
Satan to buffet me, to keep me from being exalted above measure. For this
thing I beseeched the Lord three times, that it might depart from me. And He
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect
in weakness.” Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me.
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THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (7:11-16)
At that time, Jesus went to a city called Nain, and many of His disciples and
a great crowd went with Him. As He drew near to the gate of the city,
behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his
mother, and she was a widow; and a large crowd from the city was with her.
And when the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, “Do
not weep.” And He came and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still.
And Jesus said, “Young man, I say to you: arise.” And the dead man sat up,
and began to speak. And Jesus gave him to his mother. Fear seized them all;
and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and
“God has visited His people!”
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TRISAGION PRAYER
3-9 days Memorial service in memory of Asal Ayad, offered by her children:
Yvonne, Nader, Nabil, Larry, Neveen, Lamia and their families, and the
Ayad, Saba and Tarazi families.

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION
OFEFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good of
the parish council members, the building committee and the Ladies
Auxiliary and their families. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good
health of all the families in Gaza, Palestine, Syria, Lebanon and Ukraine and
all the countries has the unrest in the world. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good
health of the Youth, the SOYO and their families. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Nancy Eways, Jennifer Atala, Aileen Ajlouni and their
families for the good health of their parents, Basem and Maha Ajlouni, on
the occasion of their 50" wedding anniversary (Oct 19). Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Basem and Maha Ajlouni for the good health of Nancy,
Jennifer, Aileen, George and John, and their grandchildren; Basem, Geo,
Julian, Lana, Mila, Nehme and Jude. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Ramsey and Jennifer Habib on the occasion of their 4"
wedding anniversary (Oct 10) and the good health of their children Isabella
and Yousif. For the good health of Amal Habib on the occasion of her
birthday (Oct 14) and the Habib family. Many Years!




OFFERED BY: Jenna and Jesus Mendoza on the occasion of their 2"
wedding anniversary (Oct 14) and the good health of the Salah and Mendoza
families. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Ibtisam Kreitem for the good health of her granddaughter
Yasmin on the occasion of her 1* birthday (Oct 12), and the good health of
Samer, Sara, Laila and Pierre, and the Kreitem and Halteh families. Many
Years!

OFEFERED BY: Hanna and Rania Haddad for the good health of their son
Rabih on the occasion of his birthday (Oct 15), and the good health of their
children Rami, Rita, Roula and the Haddad family. Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Henry, Sheila and Gregory Veizades for the good health of
Michael Veizades on the occasion of his birthday (Oct 9), and the good
health of Henry on the occasion of his birthday (Oct15). For the good health
of the Hanna, Northway and Veizades families. Many Years!

OFEFERED BY: Fr. Samer, Kh. Julianna Youssef and the kids for the good

health of Fr. Samer’s dad, Elias Youssef, wishing him a speedy recovery.
Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Marge Hanna and Sheila and Henry Veizades in memory of
beloved daughter and Sister Tamara Hanna Northway (4 Years memorial,
Oct 9). Memory Eternal!

COFFEE HOUR
Offered By: Maha Ajlouni and the Ayad family

(To host the Coffee Hour, please contact Wardeh Asfour @408-718-3339)
office(@orthodoxredeemer.org

Online Link: https://holytransfiguration.breezechms.com/form/26¢422
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Services Schedule Every Week
Matins @ 9:00 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 AM
Vespers: Every Saturday @ 5:00 PM
(Please check your email in case of any cancellations for VVespers)

The Church Office Needs a Laptop
Our Church Office is in need of a new laptop for daily administrative work.
If you are able to donate a laptop, please contact the office at
office@orthodoxredeemer.org

Or reach out to Ibtisam Kreitem at (408) 594-3000.

Thank you for your generosity and continued support.
God Bless, Church Office Secretary.

PARISH COUNCIL 2025
The Parish Council members’ of 2025. Chair President; Bassam Khoury,
Vice-Chair; Linda Salah, Treasurer; Dania Amireh Baker, Secretary; Maria
Segal, Jad Bateh, Sana Eideh, Johnny Khamis, Didi Kreitem, Maher Fasheh
and Rowida Barghouth. Sheila VVeizades will represent the Antiochian
Women Committee and Salem Aweiss will represent the Men Fellowship
Committee.

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 2025
The Antiochian Women Committee Leaders of 2025. Wardeh Asfour,
Rowida Barghouth, Rima Gannage, Diana Khoury, Sheila Veizades and
Hala Aboujudom (Sunshine).

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER YOUNG ADULTS
Young adults (college age and up to 39-1/2) meet on the first Sunday of the
month and organize social, educational, and volunteer activities. For more
information, please contact Fr. Theodor Sakellar @ 408-455-8145



mailto:office@orthodoxredeemer.org

SOYO (YOUTH GROUP 12-18 YEARS)
Our SOYO (Youth Group) is active through the leadership of the Advisors:
Dominic Youssef and Caesar Haddad. The officers are: President; Isabella
Zarzar, Vice-President; Riad Akery, Secretary; Adriana Ajlouni, Treasurer;
Breanna Zarzar, Social Media Coordinator; Eliana Halteh.

October Youth Month
October is youth month. We encourage all youth group (SOYO) to
participate in this month by reading the Epistle, prepare and read a
Sermon, or ushering at the church during the Divine Liturgy.
Sermon: Adriana Ajlouni
Epistle: Theodore Nystrom

[ & SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNER

Sunday School Registration is now open. Please register your children
ASAP. Registration forms are available at the church hall or on church
Website: http://www.orthodoxredeemer.org/schoolregistration

School Schedule:

Sunday school starts 9/14/25 and ends 5/17/26. Sunday school graduation
Ceremony will be on 5/17/26. Sunday school classes begin after communion
and ends at 12:30pm.

Teachers: Samuel Hage, Hussam Ibrahim, Dimitry Youssef, Heather
Simonovich, Randa Hanani and Jocelyn Mikhael. Caitlin Timothy and Alia
Nystrom as back-up/support.

Orthodoxy 101 Class
Have you ever wondered why St John the Forerunner is depicted with wings? Or, why
do we have a 2 headed eagle on our rug?
Join us in the church during coffee hour (after getting a cup of coffee and a bite!) to
learn about Icons in the Orthodox Church. We will aim for 30 minutes. Everyone is
welcome!
OCTOBER 26th: The Liturgical Calendar. NOVEMBER 2nd, 9th, and 16th: Christ
and the Incarnation.
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""On Our Way to Bethlehem®

Bethlehem

Cl

CHRISTMAS PLAY

Sunday December 21, 2025
This year’s Sunday School Christmas pageant is "On Our Way to
Bethlehem to be performed after Divine Liturgy on Sunday December 21st.

We will begin casting after church this Sunday October 5, 2025, and
rehearse every Sunday for about 1 hour following the end of Sunday School.
Dress rehearsal will be on Saturday December 20 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM, and
the play will be after Liturgy on Sunday December 21. Parents are requested
to sign up their children this Sunday and to bring them to church/rehearsal
every Sunday. Thank you! --Nancy Godfrey—email any questions to:
pianogurl26@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE CHURCH
Please save the date
- Advent Fast: Fast starts November 15- December 24.
- Blessing of the Girls: November 23, blessing of the girls after the
Divine Liturgy. Please make sure to bring your daughter to church.
- Thanksgiving Agape: Potluck Luncheon on Sunday November 23
after the Divine Liturgy.
- St. Barbara Day: December 7, sponsored by the ladies auxiliary.
Please bring a pot of our traditional Burbara to share with everyone.
- Christmas Play: December 21, Christmas play after the Liturgy.
- Christmas Services: Evening, Divine Liturgy for the Nativity on Dec
24th @ 8:00pm.



mailto:pianogurl26@gmail.com

A Bishop’s Scribbles
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

This title may surprise many. This article was written to convey the suffering of the bishop
who seeks the face of God and the sanctification of his people. It aims to shed light on the
suffering of the Church in the East—a Church that, together with her people, lives under
harsh conditions, leading the faithful to look upon the Church as a lifeline of salvation.
Yet, amid this suffering, they have come to demand from the Church more than she can
bear. The article is, in essence, an indirect call for us to intensify our prayers for our
Church.

Most believers are used to relating to their pastor in only one direction — he gives and
they receive. They expect his hand to remain always extended toward them, carrying
whatever they think they need or desire. To them, he exists to fulfill their requests. They
often treat him like a “superhuman” or someone who must not make mistakes, get tired,
or need rest! Why, they think, should he even have to worry about food or drink? They
forget that he is a human being, and that he too needs to feel a living spiritual and
emotional connection with his flock and with others. In fact, such connection is not a
luxury, it is essential for him to continue his ministry and fruitful service.

For a pastor to endure being forgotten by his people, he would have to be an angel in a
body without human limits. But if he is a man with a sensitive conscience and a tender
heart, living his priestly calling in sincerity and truth, then he can only accept carrying his
cross daily, fixing his eyes on the Lord and seeking from Him alone true comfort and
consolation.

The needs of God’s people are many and varied — spiritual, social, material,
psychological. That is why the role of faithful believers, who are conscious of their
responsibility, is indispensable. How can a pastor meet all these needs when so many
expect only to be embraced, but few ever embrace him?

I sometimes wonder: what image do believers really have of their pastor? Many are
astonished to discover that he is, in fact, human — that he needs human connection, if not
also spiritual companionship. In their minds, they place him on a very high pedestal — yet
they leave him there alone, excusing themselves from striving for that same holiness to
which he and they are equally called.

At the same time, they show him little mercy for any action, behavior, or even word that
displeases them. Their measure is not whether his ministry aligns with the Gospel. What
matters to them is that he didn’t fulfill their request, even if he tried his best and went
beyond his strength.



Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk described this painful reality from his own experience: “If a
priest guards himself from sin, they call him rigid,;

If he grieves over his sin, they call him gloomy;
If he gives alms, they call him a hypocrite;

If he prays much, they call him an extremist;
If he is insulted and forgives, they call him weak;

If he gives generously to the poor, they call him a fool.”

A Romanian metropolitan, whose diocese numbers just over a million people, once
confided to me that his greatest suffering lies in how to shepherd his flock according to the
demands of the Gospel, when many of them do not want that Gospel, and sometimes even
ask him to do what contradicts it.

His words reminded me of the great Saint Isaac the Syrian, who in the seventh century
was appointed bishop of Nineveh. Two men once came before him, quarreling over a
field. He told them, “The Gospel says so-and-so.” One of them replied, “What do | have
to do with the Gospel? | just want my rights.” At that, the bishop said, “Then what am |
doing here? I have no work except the Gospel.” He left the episcopate for the desert, where
he became one of the greatest spiritual saints.

Another deep pain for a bishop comes when his flock shows no interest in renewing their
lives, purifying their hearts, or growing spiritually, and they are content to remain as they
are. For what is the bishop’s role, if not to sanctify the lives of his people and help them
walk that path? His primary service is to nurture everything that leads them to progress in
living their Christian faith.

Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk served his spiritually and materially poor diocese with selfless
devotion. He tried with all the wisdom and strength God gave him to lift up his people
spiritually. Yet he wrote in his notes about the preacher he had invited to teach them: “In
vain does the poor preacher wear out his voice.” His illness — the reason he gave the
Russian Holy Synod when asking to be relieved of his episcopal duties — was no doubt
the result of deep suffering among a people unprepared to live the ways of the Gospel and
unwilling to learn. He spent the rest of his life in a monastery, devoted to prayer,
contemplation, and charity.

People generally treat a bishop more as a social or political figure than as a spiritual father
watching over their salvation. They want him to provide for their material needs, not their
spiritual ones. In our Eastern lands, where religion and society intertwine, they often



expect him to approve whatever they desire, even if it contradicts the Gospel. If he
refuses, he’s labeled “strict” or “fanatical.”

This places him in constant inner struggle: How far can his conscience go in
accommodating people? Can he look the other way when they insist on imposing their
will in matters of faith, twisting or wounding its essence? Has he fulfilled his duty if he
guides them according to God’s will and they still refuse to follow?

Some expect him to be a businessman, building projects, launching initiatives, managing
investments. Others expect him to be a politician, and by “politics,” they mean securing
their own interests and influence. Some want him at their social events, presiding at grand
banquets, engaging in all conversations except those that concern his true spiritual mission.
Then they call him “charming” or “well- mannered.”

But if he is truly a man of God — pure, prayerful, devoted to visiting his people, strictly
faithful to the Gospel commandments — they say, “He belongs in a monastery, not a
diocese,” even if he gives his very body to the poor.

Our Christian people in the East have yet to move beyond the Ottoman-era idea of the
“strong bishop” — the powerful community chief who, for four hundred years, acted as
both governor and representative of his people before the civil authorities.

What most deeply isolates a pastor, however, is when he finds no response within his own
diocese, when his flock shows indifference to his preaching, when they abandon their
responsibilities toward the Church yet still expect him to produce wonders and
achievements. For some to consider the diocese and its resources as the bishop’s personal
property shows a complete withdrawal from their faith commitment. But to expect every
service and every solution to come from the bishop or priest alone is ignorant at best and
tragic at worst.

Many are quick to criticize their pastors “for every little thing,” whether fair or not,
whether it concerns something that displeases them or simply doesn’t benefit them
personally, while at the same time excusing themselves from any responsibility. They
seem to think their only duty is to complain and attack. Worse still, they scrutinize every
aspect of the bishop’s personal life, his home, his spending, his daily habits. They watch
him and judge him on how he lives, while only a few truly care for him, support him, and
connect with him at a deeper level. Those who genuinely want him to be a man of God are
fewer still.

And yet, they wonder why he sometimes feels alone in their midst.
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Slavyanka Chorus

On Sunday, November 16th at 3:30 PM, sixty singers of the Slavyanka Chorus will give
a performance of Sergei Rachmaninoff’s All Night Vigil (aka, “Vespers”) in the sanctuary.
Written in 1915, many consider this sublime piece the high point of Russia’s golden age
of sacred music -- and a window into a 1000 year old spiritual tradition little known in the
West. In the musical richness and spiritual depth of this music you can hear the liturgical
chants of ancient Russia —and the harmonies and rhythms of an enormously gifted
composer giving those ancient chants new life for a modern era. More information at
<http://www.slavyankachorus.org>.

SLAVYANKA CHORUS PRESENTS

S
% ﬁui;. e

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR IRINA SHACHNEVA

Thursday, November 13 at 7:30 pm  Friday, November 14 at 7:30 pm Sunday, November 16 at 3:30 pm

Church of the Redeemer St. Mark's Church Star of the Sea Church

380 Magdalena A 2300 B. ft W 4420 Geary Boulevard
Los M[aos Hﬁll-Aa C}\enue Berkel eavn%?\ L San Fl'aenacrlysccf’l(l:re\‘alr

TICKET RESERVATION:
www.slavyankachorus.org



http://www.slavyankachorus.org/

45TH ANNUAL SPECIAL DLYMPICS SPORTS CAMP

DID YOU KNOW?

Each year, HAC Teen 3070 covers the cost of the camp,
approximately 875,000, through the generosity of our fellow
parishioners. Through the years, we have bosted more than 8,500
athletes and coaches. Around 1200 of our teens have had the
unique experience of being a coach or volunteer at the camp.

Today our teens will be collecting financial donations to
help sponsor this remarkable event. Your contributions
make it possible for every athlete, coach, and teen volunteer
to attend the camp at no cost. They also help cover travel
expenses for the SOYO members who eome to serve.

As atoken of appreciation, our teens will offer bookmarks
featuring the icon of Christ the High Priest to all who
contribute.

Thank you for prayerfully considering a gift to this ministry.
Your support helps our youth grow in Christ by giving them
& unique opportunity to love and care for others.
Checks may be made payable to your local Teen SOYO
group, with “S0AD 2025” in the memo line.

Donations can also be made online at
www.teensoyo.org/special-olympiecs.
Venmo @NAC-30YO




