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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
Introduction: Our faith in the Word concerning salvation did not invent or create salvation. Faith is “how” we received it. The same is true of everything else that God has provided for us in His Word. In this study we are going to see that faith is never passive. There is no such thing as a passive or inactive faith. For it to be real Bible faith it must be active – there must be corresponding action on our part, for it to be faith because, FAITH IS AN ACT!

I. The Israelites at Jericho
1. Joshua 6:1-5, 20 Now Jericho was tightly secured before the children of Israel. There was no one leaving or entering. 2 The Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho, its king, and mighty men of valor into your hand. 3 All the men of fighting age shall march around the city. Circle the city once. Do this for six days. 4 Seven priests shall carry seven ram’s horn trumpets before the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 5 When they blow a long blast on the ram’s horn and when you hear the trumpet sound, all the people shall shout a loud battle cry. The walls of the city will fall down, and the people will go up, every man straight ahead.”
20 So the people shouted, and they blew the trumpets. When the people heard the trumpet sound, they shouted a loud battle cry, and the wall fell down. So the people went up into the city, one man after the other, and they captured it.
A. First, they heard from God, Who told them exactly what to do. (Romans 10:17)
B. Second, they obeyed in ACTING on what God said.
C. Notice that for 6 days they marched around the city, and even on the 7th day they marched 6 times around the city, the priest blew the trumpets, and with the people shouting the WALLS WERE STILL STANDING.
D. Anyone can praise when the walls are down but what are doing when you are faced with the impossible, unmovable, or too high walls?
E. On the 7th day and on the 7th time that day. They saw a miracle!
F. In the natural they could see nothing happening but their faith was working the whole time. While they were marching, while the trumpets were blowing, and while they were shouting, their ACT of faith was moving in the realm of the spirit and then SUDDENLY… the walls fell down!
G. Their faith in ACTION received the Word that God had promised them!
H. Faith is an ACT! 

II. Isaac Sowed in Famine
1. Genesis 26:1-3, 12-13 There was a famine in the land, in addition to the first famine that was during the days of Abraham. Isaac went to Abimelek king of the Philistines in Gerar. 2 The Lord appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt. Live in the land of which I will tell you. 3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you;
12 Then Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold; the Lord blessed him. 13 The man became rich and continued to prosper until he became very wealthy. 
A. Isaac heard from God and despite the famine he ACTED in faith on what God said and he not only had a harvest when no one else could make a crop, but he received a 100-fold return that same year, and the Lord continued to Bless him exceedingly! 
B. Proverbs 10:22 The BLESSING of the Lord makes one rich, and He adds no sorrow with it.
C. Always the factor in the BLESSING of the Lord regardless of the circumstances. 
D. We are Kingdom citizens and we live according to the BLESSING of the Kingdom which will always supersede this natural realm – spirit, soul, body, relationally, and financially!
E. Faith is an ACT! 

III. 10 Lepers Receive Their Healing
1. Luke 17:12-14 As He entered a village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood at a distance. 13 They lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 14 When He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed.
A. Before a someone with a contagious disease such as leprosy could be allowed into public, they had to show themselves to the priest would examine them to ensure that there were clean or free of disease.
B. Notice that none of them hesitated but while they still had leprosy on them, they ACTED on the Word of the Lord going to see the priest knowing they would be healed, and as they went… Healing came!!!
C. If we have not ACTED on the Word of the Lord then we are NOT, in faith.
D. Faith is an ACT! 

IV. The Paralytic Receives Healing
1. Mark 2:1-12 Again, He entered Capernaum after some days. And it was reported that He was in the house. 2 Immediately many were gathered together, so that there was no room to receive them, not even at the door. And He preached the word to them. 3 They came to Him bringing one sick with paralysis, who was carried by four men. 4 When they could not come near Him due to the crowding, they uncovered the roof where He was. When they had broken it open, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 5 When Jesus saw THEIR faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.” 6 But some of the scribes were sitting there, reasoning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this Man speak such blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 Immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you contemplate these things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier to say to the paralytic: ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,” He said to the paralytic, 11 “I say to you, rise, and take up your bed, and go your way to your house.” 12 Immediately he rose, picked up the bed, and went out in front of them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”
A. All 5 of these men had faith because all 5 of them acted in faith.
B. The four acted in faith to bring their friend/family member and they acted so far as to do whatever it took to get this man in front of Jesus because they all knew what would happen.
C. Jesus seeing the paralytic had faith to be healed He gives him a “faith command.” It seems obvious that this was all the man was looking for, as he immediately ACTED upon it, and when he did, HE WAS HEALED!!
D. You can pray and believe God, but then you MUST do something that adds corresponding action for it to genuinely be faith.
E. If you need healing, when you pray get up and start doing something you could not do before.
F. If you need a job, then get up, dress for the job you want, go apply, interview, step out in faith expecting to receive it!
G. Too many times, people pray and then passively wait for the healing to come on them and then they will get up and move, or wait for the job to come knock on their door and get them off the couch. 
H. Not so, FAITH is NOT passive but is very much ACTIVE!
2. Application
A. Before you ever see IT in the natural you will always have to ACT in faith on what God has said.
B. Faith is an ACT! 

V. Cripple Receives Healing in Lystra
1. Acts 14:7-10 And they were preaching the gospel there.8 And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was sitting, a cripple from his mother’s womb, who had never walked. 9 This man heard Paul speaking. Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, 10 said with a loud voice, “Stand up straight on your feet!” And he leaped and walked. 
A. The cripple man heard the Gospel which “obviously included healing.” (Romans 10:17) 
B. Paul, just like Jesus in Capernaum saw that the man had faith to be healed and he gave him a “faith command.”
C. The man immediately ACTED upon that word even though he had never walked a day in his life and when he did – Strength came and he Leaped and Walked!
2. Illustration: Aimee Simple McPherson was an evangelist in the 1920’s and 30’s and at a meeting she was ministering to 4 people in wheelchairs and at one point in the meeting she spoke to all 4 of them and said “Rise and walk in Jesus Name.” Immediately 3 of them got up and walked, but one remained. 
Aimee asked the lady who remained why she did not rise and walk and she said “I can’t walk.” Aimee responded, “The others couldn’t walk either, but they did.” The lady said, “I know they did; but I can’t, I haven’t walked in years.” Aimee walked away and left her there. There was nothing more anyone could do for her.
A. 3 of them simply ACTED in faith on the “faith command” that Aimee gave them and as they ACTED on the word, they all walked out of there. 
B. Mark 9:23 Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” 
C. When you ACT on God’s Word, or on what Holy Spirit may speak to your heart, or a faith command, or when hands are laid on you, your breakthrough will always come.
D. Sometimes it may come as an instant manifestation or over a period of time but just stay with it believing you have received and do everything you can to ACT on the Word, and you will see a miracle!
3. Application
A. Faith is ALWAYS NOW and Faith is ACTING on the Word because…Faith is an ACT! 

VI. Receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit
1. Acts 1:4-5 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
2. Acts 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
A. After Jesus gave them the command to stay and receive Holy Spirit, He ascended and the 120 went back to Jerusalem and they were all in faith expecting that on the Day of Pentecost they would receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, and they ALL (apostles, disciples, His brothers, Mary, undoubtably other women too) did because the Promise was to the Church.
B. Who did the speaking? THEY…BEGAN TO SPEAK as an ACT of what they had been in faith for.
C. Holy Spirit gives the utterance but we MUST open our mouths by faith and start speaking out the syllables and words that He gives us.
3. Acts 19:1-2, 6-7 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”
6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 7 Now the men were about twelve in all.
A. Notice in verse 2 “Did you receive” Receiving and mixing it with corresponding ACTION is the part that we must do.
B. In this instance when Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came but it was the 12 men who had to open their mouth and do the speaking – their faith went into ACTION!
C. Receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is no different than any of the other examples we have seen.
D. You MUST yield to and cooperate with Holy Spirit, which is to ACT on the Word. 
4. Application
A. The Word of God is ALWAYS present to do Its part whether it salvation, healing, Holy Spirit, finances, or anything else He has given us. You must have faith to ACT and speak out the utterance.
B. Faith is an ACT! 

VII. Conclusion
1. Mark 11:24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you will receive them, and you will have them.
A. There is no point in praying and asking God to do anything in His Word unless you are prepared to receive it and ACT on it immediately when you pray or when hands are laid on you.
B. Too many people think that God’s healing power for example is just going to move on them and give them strength AND THEN they will get up and start doing what they could not do before.
C. If there is NOT corresponding action then it is NOT faith. It is “hope” and hope is not substance, and you will NOT receive anything that way.
D. Faith is always NOW, and if it is NOW then there is corresponding ACTION!
2. Romans 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
A. Once you have heard the Word, faith has come. 
B. NOW FAITH is ACTING on the Word that you have heard. It is YOU who MUST ACT on the Word.
C. Faith without ACTION remains a wishful thought – a hope; NOW FAITH steps out on the Word when the natural says it is impossible and expects a miracle to manifest when you do — Faith is an ACT!


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What is the result when people pray and ask God for what He has provided for them, but the DO NOT add corresponding action?


2. What is the best definition of faith?


3. What “wall” are you facing now? Describe what ACT of Faith you step you will take this week.


4. In what area of life have you heard God’s word but hesitated to act? What fear or barrier is holding you back, and what is one faith-action you can take immediately?


5. How does “receiving requires cooperation” change your approach to healing, provision, or the Baptism of Holy Spirit? 
